
UniSA Ventures
Translating new knowledge  

into real world outcomes

UniSA Intellectual Property Principles

The University of South Australia is committed to the effective management and transfer of 
intellectual property developed by our research to our partners. We offer a pragmatic and flexible 
approach to working with our partners and to ensuring the outcomes of research have every 
opportunity to deliver economic, social and environmental benefits to our industry collaborators 
and entrepreneurs in Australia and internationally. We are committed to working in an agile and 
nimble way that respects the (often tight) timeframes and unique requirements of our partners and 
to meet these to the utmost of our ability. 

Our approach to managing intellectual property is based on the  
following principles: 

1. We embrace partnerships with external parties who are positioned to create outcomes from our 
research, whether this be end-users who have partnered with us in conducting or proposing the 
research, entrepreneurs or companies who can provide a pathway to markets.

2. Intellectual Property ownership and commercialisation leadership will be assigned to the party 
deemed best placed to drive commercial outcomes.

3. Our interactions with research end-users will be governed by a transparent and user-friendly 
system that supports and encourages engagement using a range of flexible models.

4. We provide open access to our Intellectual Property Policies and Standard Commercial 
Agreements, to provide a simple and transparent framework.

5. All partnerships and resultant commercial agreements will be developed and negotiated in a 
prompt manner and in keeping with these core principles.

6. We actively encourage and promote an entrepreneurial culture for our staff and students. This 
includes a system of supports to facilitate the creation of new ventures led by our staff and 
students or where they are actively involved.

7. IP Principles that provide clarity to partners, entrepreneurs (from outside and within the 
university) and staff about how they can engage with UniSA intellectual property. 

Contact us

UniSA Ventures Pty Ltd

University of South Australia
Building GP 1.15
Mawson Lakes SA 5095
PO Box 546 Salisbury South 5106

Phone: + 61 8 8302 5300
Email: unisaventures@unisa.edu.au
Web: unisa.edu.au/unisaventures

Our team consists of highly qualified and 
multidisciplinary professionals with experience 
in business development, intellectual property 
management, licensing, finance and law.

Viraj Perera is Chief 
Executive Officer of 
UniSA Ventures
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Case studies 

Cohda Wireless

Known internationally for its “talking cars” technology, 
Cohda Wireless was founded by a group of highly 
regarded scientists working at UniSA’s Institute for 
Telecommunications Research. The spin out company 
is now a global leader in 802.11 connected vehicles.

Cohda’s world-class team of scientists and engineers has 
progressed through the completion of prototype Cooperative-
ITS systems to designing and selling real world products with 
a compelling advantage. Cohda Wireless has secured revenues 
in the emerging Cooperative-ITS market through the sales of 
five generations of its on-board and roadside equipment. 

Myriota

Myriota is a global leader in low-cost, low-power, secure direct-to-orbit 
satellite connectivity for the Internet of Things. In a world first, Myriota has 
pioneered a new way to retrieve data from anywhere on earth, either on 
land, sea or in the air. Leveraging years of customer focused R&D and an 
extensive suite of patented innovations, Myriota delivers secure, long battery 
life connectivity, everywhere. The first Myriota LEO satellite was successfully 
put into orbit in November 2018 as part of the BRIO project launched on the 
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.

The Intellectual Property portfolio licensed to Myriota was born out of the Global 
Sensor Network program at UniSA’s Institute for Telecommunications Research. 
UniSA researchers Dr Alex Grant and Dr David Haley led the research program 
and worked closely with UniSA Ventures to develop an IP and commercialisation 
strategy, leading to the establishment of Myriota in November 2015.

A simple approach to business innovationAbout  
UniSA Ventures

UniSA Ventures is the technology 
commercialisation arm of the University of 
South Australia, Australia’s University  
of Enterprise.

UniSA Ventures is based upon the solid 
foundations created by ITEK Pty Ltd which  
was established in 2000.

Our mission is to facilitate the translation of 
outcomes from research into products and 
services that create both a commercial return 
and have a positive impact on society.

We have a proven track record in translating the 
outcomes of research into saleable intellectual 
assets and bridging the gap between academia 
and business. 

One of the most prolific patenters in South 
Australia, we are easy to partner with and 
recognised for delivering real world outcomes 
across the spectrum. An important conduit linking 
UniSA to industry, UniSA Ventures works with 
industry and addresses their needs using the world-
class expertise and capabilities within the University.

UniSA Ventures’ company structure is unique: we are 
wholly owned by UniSA but we are empowered to 
make decisions that drive outcomes. This enables us 
to be flexible, creative and efficient with the process 
of technology commercialisation.
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UniSA Future Industries Institute 
heliostats in Yokohama, Japan

UniSA Ventures 
HAS TRIPLED ITS NUMBER OF LICENSE DEALS
in the past four years

UniSA Ventures is focussed on creating 
business opportunities through innovation.

We leverage the needs of industry against the 
core capabilities and intellectual assets of UniSA’s 
world-class research. We create opportunities 
for industry to engage with the University 
and secure commercial interest in innovative 
technologies that have commercial applications.

Whether you are interested in investing in existing 
technologies from our portfolio, seeking advice on 
leveraging government grants, or are considering 
contract research, UniSA Ventures is able to help you. 

Plastic car mirror 
research at UniSA, Future 

Industries Institute

Services provided

 •  commercial assessment and planning

•  commercialisation strategy development 

•  IP advice, protection and strategy 

•  commercially focused funding opportunities

•  industry engagement 

•  technology licensing 

•  company formation and capital raising.


