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Soda_Jerk awarded the 2020 Anne & Gordon Samstag Museum of Art and Adelaide Film 

Festival ‘Art and Moving Image Commission’ 

New York-based Australian two-person art collective Soda_Jerk will World Premiere their major new screen-

based work Netsploits at the Samstag Museum of Art for the Adelaide Film Festival in October 2020. The 

presentation of Netsploits, commissioned by the Adelaide Film Festival Investment FUND, will be 

accompanied by a selected survey of Soda_Jerk’s 17-year practice at the Samstag Museum. 

The keenly anticipated follow up work to 2018’s TERROR NULLIUS, Netsploits addresses the seismic cultural 

transformation wrought by the internet. The work merges documentary with narrative film running riot 

through the genres of dystopian sci-fi, Hong Kong horror, 70s political thrillers, 90s sitcoms, internet 

instructional VHS, Soviet spy films, anime, dank memes and the blockbuster musicals of the early 80s.  

Soda_Jerk’s 54 minute video work TERROR NULLIUS — a feral mash up of documentary and narrative film, 

part political satire, eco-horror and road movie that remapped national mythology  —created a critical 

sensation when it premiered in Melbourne in 2018 and subsequently screened as part of the Adelaide Film 

Festival, at which the filmmakers were guests. It has gone on to garner widespread acclaim.  

Erica Green, the Director of the Samstag Museum of Art, says: “We are thrilled to announce Soda_Jerk as the 

recipients of this major commission. It’s an honour to support this important contemporary art collective to 

realise a major new work. The new piece will premiere in 2020 Soda_Jerk maintain a slow and painstaking 

practice that requires a long development timeline, and the investment on the part of cultural institutions is 

vital in enabling these artists to realise such an ambitious project. For audiences it will be an opportunity to 



experience the juggernaut of Soda_Jerk as they bring their unique perspective to reflect on the global 

historical moment in which we find ourselves.”  

Mat Kesting, Adelaide Film Festival Director and CEO, says: “The Adelaide Film Festival through its Film 

Investment Fund is one of the few film festivals in the world to directly invest in the production of new 

screen content. We are excited by Soda_Jerk’s bold proposal for the Art and Moving Image Commission and 

look forward to premiering it at the festival in 2020. 

Awarded biennially, the Adelaide Film Festival Investment FUND’s $60,000 ‘Art and Moving Image 

Commission’, presented by Samstag Museum of Art is one of Australia’s richest art and moving image 

commissions. Established in 2007 the commission has produced major works of distinctive creative vision by 

prominent contemporary artists. The partnership between the Samstag Museum of Art and the Adelaide 

Film Festival, through its Adelaide Film Festival Investment Fund, reflects the ongoing commitment by both 

organisations to support cutting-edge practice emerging at the intersection of film, art and technology.  

The major works produced as part of the Commission have premiered in the Samstag Museum and form an 

integral role in the Adelaide Film Festival program. Past recipients include: Lynette Wallworth (2009), 

Warwick Thornton (2011), Daniel Crooks (2013) and Hossein Valamanesh (2015). 

The ADL Film Fest FUND was the first of its kind in Australia and remains one of the few in the world. The 

more than 100 projects funded to date have won 104 international and 194 national prestigious awards. The 

fund invests in bold works across a range of formats including feature film, short film, television, VR and Art 

and the Moving Image. Current FUND feature films include Top End Wedding, Animals, The Nightingale and 

Hotel Mumbai. 

Netsploits by Soda_Jerk has been commissioned by the Adelaide Film Festival Investment FUND with the 

Samstag Museum of Art, University of South Australia.  

Contact: For further information contact Gillian Brown, Curator, Samstag Museum of Art  

T 08 8302 9943 or email Gillian.Brown@unisa.edu.au 

 

Soda_Jerk Bio 

Formed in Sydney in 2002, Soda_Jerk is a two-person art collective who work at the intersection of 

documentary and speculative fiction. They are fundamentally interested in the politics of images: how they 

circulate, whom they benefit, and how they can be undone. Predominantly working with video and lecture 

performance, their sample-based projects have also taken the form of cut-up texts, manifestos, screensavers 

and public interventions. They have been based in New York since 2012. 

 

 

 

 
 

 


