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Engaged PhD

The Engaged PhD program allows PhD candidates to develop 
transferable career skills that complement their research 
experience and enhance their global capability. 

With the nature of the PhD changing globally, you will be 
expected to demonstrate career-specific capabilities upon 
graduation. The Engaged PhD allows you to emerge from your 
program ready to launch your career.

To complement and support your PhD research, you will 
progress through the Engaged PhD, undertaking skill 
development workshops and masterclasses aligned to  
your interests. 

All PhD candidates who commence in the Division of Health 
Sciences at UniSA are enrolled in the program. 

PROGRAM STAGES
Stage 1 
Undertake a series of core activities culminating in selection of 
a career-specific pathway which will become your focus for the 
program.

Stage 2 
Develop skills aligned to your pathway choice and receive support 
from a personal mentor to guide you through the program.

Stage 3 
Complete external pathway-specific experience and develop a 
portfolio to capture your Engaged PhD experience. 

Upon completion, you will graduate with career-specific skills, 
experience and engagement opportunities. You will develop a 
portfolio describing these experiences and capabilities which can 
be incorporated into your submitted PhD thesis as evidence of an 
extended training experience, as well as into a curriculum vitae to 
show prospective employers. 



Equip yourself for 
future success
“My research at UniSA is an investigation of the neural 
mechanisms which lead to a reduced drive to our muscles when 
we exercise. This type of fatigue can be attributed to as much as 
20% of exercise fatigue, but is not well understood. 

My PhD was a chance to continue work from my Honours project, 
working with a great team in an interesting and challenging area. 

The Engaged PhD has really helped me to focus my thinking 
towards the next stage of my career and has opened doors to 
experiences within the university that have given me a strong 
foundation for a future academic career. I quickly realised that 
“publish or perish” isn’t the only way to make the most of your 
PhD and the Engaged PhD framework encouraged me to 
consider a range of post-PhD pathways and develop a suite of 
transferrable skills. 

The job market for PhD graduates is increasingly competitive but 
I believe that the skills and experiences I have gained through 
the Engaged PhD have shown me how to make myself stand out 
from the crowd.” 

Patrick Faulkner
PhD candidate, School of Pharmacy and Medical Sciences
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Stage 1
Induction
Skill development
Pathway selection
(See pathways below)

Stage 3
Pathway experience
Portfolio development

Stage 2
Pathway training
Mentoring

Stages of the Engaged PhD

To find out more about about the Engaged PhD Program at UniSA visit                                              
unisa.edu.au/health/engagedphd 

To learn more about research degrees in Health Sciences at UniSA visit                                              
unisa.edu.au/health/research-degrees

Let your career aspirations guide your pathway selection, choose from:
• Academic
• Global outlook
• Clinical Practitioner

• Governance and policy
• Research enterprise
• Blended pathway selection 


