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    RELEVANCE of sources 

1 
Discuss this in your 

Journal Club 

The relevance of information source relates to how useful 
the source is for your particular practice. 

To decide the relevance, you will need to consider some of 
the following questions: 

What type of audience is the information produced for? 

Is the information specialised enough for your needs? 

Is the information detailed enough for your needs? 

Does the information cover your topic in terms of time and 
place? (Decide if you need historical information, current 
information or both; Decide if you need information that is 
local, regional, national or international.) 

Are the participants and setting described in enough detail to 
allow for comparisons with your local clients and 
setting/context? Are the participants in the study sufficiently 
different from your clients to cause concern? Is your local 
setting/content likely to differ much from that of the study? 

    QUALITY of sources 

2    

To decide the quality of information source, you will need to 
consider questions such as: 

How  is the information source? reliable

How  is the information source? accurate

How  is the information source? recent
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 of information Reliability

Is the author of the information identified?   

 Mark Robinson, Angela Anning and Nick Frost 
 

Does the author of the information have the qualifications or 
experience to write on this topic? 

1. Nick Frost is a Senior Lecturer, School of Continuing 
Education,  

2. Mark Robinson is a Research Fellow and  
3. Angela Anning is a Professor of Early Childhood 

Studies 

All are from the School of Education, University of Leeds, 
Leeds, UK. 

Does the information come from an ‘authoritative source’? 
Studies in Continuing Education 
 
Who published the source? 
Routledge Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales 
Registered Number: 1072954 
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 of information Accuracy

How is the information presented? 
All information presented as fact is appropriately referenced. 
 

If the information is presented as fact, can it be checked? 
Complete reference list to check referencing. 
 

Is the information biased? 
Unsure.  The methodology section and data analyses process 
is limited in this article. 

    

 of information (how recent is the information) Timeliness

This article draws on research and information published in 
the previous 20 years. 

When was the information published? 
This article was published in 2005.  However, does this 
influence the relevance of the findings? 


