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South Australian Health Omnibus Spring 
Survey Question (Sept – Dec 2012)

Have you completed any of the following forms for 
yourself? (multiple responses allowed)

– Power of Guardianship (for healthcare and welfare)

– Will (for after you have died)

– Medical Power of Attorney (for healthcare)

– “Living Will” (advance care plan, statement of choices, life 
values statement, organ donation card or other)

– None of the above

– Don’t know/Refused to Answer
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Results of the HOS question are presented as prevalence rates 
from a sample of 3055 participants in South Australia (Bradley, et al. 2013)
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What is realistic to achieve based on the 
evidence from the literature and other 
research studies thus far…
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• Effectiveness (Hickman (2005), Wilkinson (2007))

• Uptake and completion rates 
(Fagerlin and Schneider (2004), The SUPPORT Investigators (1995))

• Terminally ill and elderly (+65) 
(Bravo (2008), Davison and Simpson (2006))

• Younger and chronically ill (+45) 
(Camhi (2009), Reuben (2009))

• 18+ and Competent 
(Cartwright (2004), Patient Self Determination Act (1990))

• Substitute Decision-makers
(Wendler and Rid (2011), Ruff (2011), and Salmond (2011))

Advance Care Directives


