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Australian Curriculum – English Syllabus



STAGE 4 (Years 7 & 8)
Respond to a variety of texts…critically…interpretively
They use English in personal, social and learning contexts with 
increasing control and understanding of the form and features 
of language and structures of texts, and with increasing 
awareness of purpose, audience and context.
They can express a personal point of view
They constructively analyse and evaluate their own and others’ 
compositions and they articulate their response to texts and to 
the process and experience of composing. 





Engaging Pedagogy

• Lesson needs to be stimulating 
• Content need to be accessible
• Visual learners need visual 

cues to process information. 
Videos make information 
easily accessible as opposed to 
written text alone

• Analysing Surah Al-Fil in a 
Secondary English Lesson

Context

Tafsir

Textual 
Analysis



Lesson Outline

Context
• Personal 

Understanding 
of the story

Tafsir
• Interpretation 

(May be 
academic)

Textual 
Analysis
• Personal 

meaning



Context

People of The 
Elephant - True 
Story in 3D
https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?v=cjf3i
MJGNdU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjf3iMJGNdU


Tafsir

GET TO KNOW: Ep. 21 -
Surah Al-Fil - Nouman Ali 
Khan - Quran Weekly
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=jVoWmb1BE
qM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jVoWmb1BEqM


Textual Analysis 

Surah Al–Fil: Chapter 105—The Elephant

1. Have you not considered, [O Muhammad], how your Lord dealt 
with the companions of the elephant?

2. Did He not make their plan into misguidance?
3. And He sent against them birds in flocks,
4. Striking them with stones of hard clay,
5. And He made them like eaten straw.

Why ask a question?

Why make this comparison?

Why is this detail relevant?



TEE Table
Technique Example Effect
Rhetorical 
Question

Did He not make 
their plan into 
misguidance?

Invites the reader to think about the possible 
answers of this question. 

Imagery Birds in flocks / 
stones of baked 
clay

Evokes a fierceness of the birds in their sheer 
number as well as the ‘missiles’ they carry.

Simile like eaten straw Shows the intensity of the outcome: the army was 
completely wiped out as though an field of wheat 
was consumed. This is a striking simile as straw is 
quiet tall and dense as a plant and to see it eaten 
up highlights the degree of destruction. 

EN4-1A A student: responds to and composes texts for understanding, 
interpretation, critical analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure

EN4-3B: uses and describes language 
forms, features and structures of texts 
appropriate to a range of purposes, 
audiences and contexts

EN4-5C: thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively 
and critically about information, ideas and arguments 
to respond to and compose texts

EN4-8D: identifies, 
considers and 
appreciates cultural 
expression in texts

Analytical 
Essay

● Analyse the meaning of 
Surah Al Fil. 
● Critically compare and 
contrast your understanding 
of Surah Fil with a Scholar’s 
interpretation. 





Survey Link

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IslamEnglish
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