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Equity in participation: why bother? 

Common barriers to sport participation 
 
Benefits of sport participation available 
to all? 

“Every human being has a fundamental 
right of access to physical education 
and sport”  (UNESCO 1978) 
 
Health, social and socio-economic 
benefits of sport participation 
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• Alternative opportunities to participate 

• Regular, structured and free 

• Transferable skills & community 

capacity building 

• Football & life skills coaching 

• Side activities & workshops 

• Special events & mini-tournaments 

• Visits & excursions 

• Partnership-based approach 

 

Football United® (FUn): the “magic” of football  
to bring people and communities together 

Alternative sport participation opportunities? 



Broad project  
objective 

4-tiered strategic approach and project aims 

FUn in South Australia 



Community engagement 



Student engagement 



Research opportunities 

• Program evaluation & longitudinal studies 
• Participants & volunteers 
• Social capital and sport 
• Mental health 
• Public health 
• Sport science 
• Postgraduate students 
• Publications 
• Conferences 
• Research networks 
• Research grants 
 



Awareness & Aspirations 



Local media interest 



Online social media opportunities 



FUn Pilot Project 

•Phase 1 – Feb-Jun 2012 
•Phase 2 – Aug-Nov 2012 
•263 participants 
•107 volunteers 
•School and Community programs at 
5 sites (metro & regional) 

No. Male Female Refugee 

Phase 1 152 68% 32% 55% 

Phase 2 111 54% 46% 55% 

Pilot 263 62% 38% 55% 

No. 
Participants 

% Participants 

Africa 133 50.5% 

Asia 35 13.3% 

Australia 75 28.5% 

Europe 4 1.5% 
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FUn Pilot Evaluation: Overall participant satisfaction 
across all sites, Feb-Jun 2012  



•Great opportunity to showcase the “power” of sport in promoting 
diversity and engaging communities 
 

•Wide range of special events and workshops/side activities conducted 
alongside football activities 
 
•General strong satisfaction of participants, volunteers and 
stakeholders 
 
•3 community engagement awards  
 

•Growing demand for new Fun programs in schools and communities 

FUn in South Australia 


	Practical perspectives on equity in sport participation:
	Slide Number 2
	Equity in sport participation
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

