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Acknowledgement
Adab is a concept familiar to members of the Australian Islamic education community. In the Islamic tradition, adab can 

be viewed as an essential part of the process as well as the outcome of an education. Adab relates to a search for 

and the manifestation of one’s own humanity. 

Adab also relates to justice and the proper order of things under the one Great Creator. 

In this spirit and with the intention of acknowledging the proper place of things, the Centre for 

Islamic Thought and Education (CITE) acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples as the first peoples of Australia; as the traditional custodians of the land and 

recognise their continuing connection to land, water and community.

The CITE acknowledges the Kaurna people as the traditional custodians 

of the lands on which our university is located and where we conduct 

our business. The CITE further acknowledges that on the occasion 

of this 2nd Annual Australian Islamic Schooling Conference 

we meet on the lands of the Kaurna people.

We respectfully recognise that as Australian 

Muslims we conduct business and worship 

faithfully, hopeful of mercy descending on land 

that was taken unlawfully. We affirm a commitment 

to stand in solidarity with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples and all peoples in this nation, in what is 

just and good, as fellow Australians. 

The CITE acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 

communities for their resilience and commitment to healing and positive 

shared futures in Australia. We recognise such qualities in the face of oppression, 

injustice and struggle.

We pay respect to Elders past, present and emerging. We pay tribute 

to and honour their enduring stewardship of this country, and 

honour the ongoing contribution of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples to the environmental, social, 

cultural, political and economic fabric of our 

society.
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Education is a universal truth – truth, insight and knowledge are the common bedrocks of human 
civilisation. 

Our Centre for Islamic Thought and Education (CITE) works to broaden perspectives through research and 
so advance a deeper understanding of Islam and Muslims and their place in Australia and the modern 
world. Through meaningful community linkage and empowerment, and through a lens of both traditional 
and contemporary Islam, CITE works to give equal voice to diverse and complementary cultures and 
traditions and so underpin both understanding and a true appreciation of interconnectedness. 

In this, the second annual Australian Islamic Schooling Conference, scholars, academics, policy specialists, 
educational leaders, teacher researchers and educational partners are being brought together to explore 
the theme of curriculum in Islamic schooling. The people who will address the conference and lead the 
discussions are leaders in their fields and I am sure you will gain some valuable and practical insights 
into the future of curriculum in Islamic schooling in the west.

On behalf of the University of South Australia, I welcome you all to a vibrant program of discussion and 
I look forward to meeting you at the opening of the Conference.

Professor David Lloyd,
Vice Chancellor & President
The University of South Australia

Welcome

Professor David Lloyd
Vice Chancellor & President, UniSA 



5

Islamic schooling in Australia (and Western nations generally) has experienced tremendous growth over 
the last three decades, both in terms of enrolments and capacity of each school and the increasing 
number of schools. These schools reflect the diversity of the Independent schooling sector and offer 
a valuable education option to families and communities and above all for their students. Islamic 
schools seek to preserve Islamic values and norms, and produce graduates who are active citizens 
capable of making lasting positive contributions to their societies. Islamic schools in Australia as well as 
throughout the West have negotiated the establishment stage, and we are now calling for their renewal 
in ways that can enhance the teaching and learning experience of students and staff alike. Renewal 
would include a deeper introspection of what it means to be ‘Islamic’ in terms of the schools’ vision, 
worldview, pedagogical approaches, classroom management models, relevant and contextual Islamic 
and Arabic studies, and more. We have begun the process of renewal at our first annual Islamic schooling 
conference in 2016, where more than 220 stakeholders gathered and discussed how best to undertake 
this significant task. It was decided to set a 10 year roadmap to shape and operationalise the process of 
renewal. Accordingly, this second Islamic schooling conference was organised to discuss the significant 
issue of curriculum renewal, and all that it entails. The response to our call has witnessed the gathering 
of minds from Australia, the USA, Canada, the Sultanate of Oman, Indonesia, the UAE and more. I am 
confident that the discussions and outcomes from this conference will set the foundation for curriculum 
renewal for Islamic schools in Australia and elsewhere for years to come. I am absolutely delighted to 
host you and welcome you at our second annual Islamic schooling conference held at the majestic hill 
of Mount Lofty House.

Professor Mohamad Abdalla 
Director - Centre for Islamic Thought and Education 

Welcome

Professor Mohamad Abdalla
Director, Centre for Islamic Thought and Education
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The teacher of tomorrow will be different from the teacher of today. How so? UniSA teacher graduates 
will possess a wide range of soft skills (en)abling them to teach diverse cultures in culturally sensitive 
ways. This year we have offered our pre-service students the opportunity to undertake an international 
placement in China. It is our intention to extend the offer to other selected countries, such as India, 
Indonesia and the Middle East in coming years. It is our shared vision in the School of Education and the 
Centre Islamic Thought and Education that our graduates will be able to research and collect innovative 
electronic data on the performance and well-being of their students. Not only this, but analyse and 
communicate the data to parents and students on dashboards they have personally created. Simply put, 
we live in a global world where global skills are required to teach and understand learning. 

Professor  Stephen Dobson,
Dean and Head of School of Education, University of South Australia

Welcome

Professor Stephen Dobson
Dean and Head of School of Education, UniSA
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On behalf of Islamic Schools Association of Australia, I am pleased and honoured to welcome you to the 
2nd Annual Australian Islamic Schooling Conference. Convened by CITE. 

The theme Islamic Schooling Renewal – A Focus on Curriculum will underpin the greatest need of Islamic 
schools in their efforts to further develop curriculum that brings learners closer to the creator which is 
best achieved with a curriculum that is relevant and suited to the Australian Muslim context for Islamic 
schools in Australia. 

Our schools are confronting a time of many challenges and the need to collaborate across many 
platforms is essential for future positive development. The first 2016 Islamic Schooling Conference was 
the gate opener to that collaboration and I am confident that the 2nd Islamic Schooling Conference will 
continue to strongly support Islamic schools as they continue to grow and adapt, keep motivated and 
responsive to the challenges ahead. 

ISSA is all about sharing expertise and experience and applaud the work of CITE as it marks exciting 
times ahead for all Islamic schools in Australia.

Ms Aynur Simsirel,
President of Islamic Schools Association Australia (ISAA)

Welcome

Ms Aynur Simsirel
President of Islamic Schools Association Australia 
(ISAA)
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The
Annual Islamic
Schooling Conference

The Annual Islamic Schooling Conference serves to build the rigor of educational research 
informing best practices in Islamic schooling. Educational research that is grounded in the 
Islamic tradition and educational heritage, aligned with contemporary educational practice, 
cognisant of the educational context and substantiated by evidence based empirical research. 

Join us for the premier gathering for scholars, academics, policy specialists, educational 
leaders, teacher researchers, and educational partners in the field of Islamic schooling. 

Across two days the conference will explore the theme of curriculum in Islamic schooling from 
a whole-of-life and whole-of-community perspective. An impressive line-up of international 
speakers from specialist disciplines and diverse sectors is sure to offer valuable and practical 
insights into the future of curriculum in Islamic schooling in the West.
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Background

Curriculum is a broad concept often explained simply as what is taught. Curriculum represents a key 
focus in education discourse based on its importance to quality teaching and learning. Islamic schooling 
circles have long recognised the importance of curriculum. Testament to this was the ground breaking 
Second World Conference on Muslim Education in Islamabad in 1980 which investigated the theme of 
integrated Islamic curricula. The iconic conference captured wide spread concerns in the field regarding 
the quality and appropriateness of  existing curricular and added impetus to discussions around future 
directions for curricular in Islamic schooling.

How much progress has been made in the area of curriculum within Islamic schooling? To what 
extent have we achieved an ‘Islamic’ curriculum? What does this mean? Are curricular relevant and 
contextual and how do they align with National/Ministerial curriculum? How equipped is the field of 
Islamic schooling to manage necessary curriculum renewal? What progress has been made in the area 
of integrated curricular? What does integration in the context of Islamic schooling deliver for quality 
teaching and learning? Do existing curricular meet the needs of Western Muslim students?

These are just some of the questions that Islamic Schooling Renewal – A Focus on Curriculum will tackle 
over two conference days.

The following curriculum themes will be explored:
•	 Conceptualisations
•	 Theories
•	 Debates and contested spaces
•	 Historical models
•	 Analyses of contemporary models
•	 Analyses of inter-faith perspectives
•	 Curriculum, assessment and pedagogy
•	 Leadership for quality curriculum
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“We envisage a revival in Islamic thought for empowerment of communities 
through research, education and engagement.”

About Centre for Islamic Thought 
and Education (CITE)

Our philosophy is to promote empirical research informed by Islamic methodologies, philosophies and 
pedagogies, cognisant of the unique Australian context.

It is our deep conviction that academic research and teaching must positively impact on engagement 
with community, media, government and non-government organisations. It must empower vulnerable 
and disempowered communities. This is at the heart of our philosophy.

Bringing together researchers specialising in Islamic civilisation, psychology, ethics, leadership, 
management, finance and education, our staff has extensive academic experience in Islamic studies, 
and importantly, substantial understanding of the needs and aspirations of the Australian Muslim 
communities. Our staff have actively participated in the affairs of the community for the last two decades 
and are well placed to explore issues that affect them, and engage with them in a holistic and grounded 
way.

Our approach is strength based and does not examine the Muslim community as a ‘subject’ of inquiry 
that is inscribed by ‘otherness.’

The Centre will have major, ongoing impact on the deeper understanding of Islam and Muslims, and their 
place in Australia and the modern world. We will provide a model for research, teaching and community 
engagement that are informed by a comprehensive understanding of Islam and Muslims based on 
Islam’s sacred traditions and contemporary realties.

Our centre will engage with academics, journalists, politicians, and the wider community in order to 
inform, educate, and build bridges of understanding, and to promote a spirit of interconnectedness.
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We engage in first-class and cutting-edge academic research with a focus on Islam and Muslims within 
an Australian/Western context.  

Research topics include:
•	 Interconnectedness of civilisations: Islam and the West
•	 Contextualisation of Islamic thought
•	 Islamic schooling renewal: school improvement, school effectiveness, quality teaching and 

learning; Islamic and Arabic studies; pedagogy and curriculum; and teacher training, informed by the 
philosophy and principles of Islamic education and best contemporary practice

•	 Management and leadership as a practice and theory; a combination of contemporary and Islamic 
focus

•	 Family relationships and combating domestic violence
•	 Islam in Australia
•	 Islam, culture and identity
•	 Islamic banking and finance.

Academic Research

Our staff have extensive experience in teaching university level courses in Islamic and non-Islamic areas 
such as:
•	 History of Islamic civilisation
•	 The scientific enterprise in the Islamic civilisation
•	 Islamic law
•	 Islamic finance
•	 Islam and the media
•	 Islamic education (including matters related to teaching philosophy, pedagogy, worldview, vision 

of Islamic schools, Islamic studies, behaviour management, character education and school-home 
partnerships)

•	 Criminal and Forensic Psychology
•	 Psychology of the Justice system
•	 Family relations
•	 Leadership processes.

 
We will offer a host of Islamic studies programs for communities, schools, government departments and 
non-government and corporate organisations.

Teaching
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It is our deep conviction that academic research and teaching must positively impact on external 
engagement with community, media, government and NGOs. This is at the heart of CITE’s philosophy. 
The CITE strives to be a voice of expertise, enriched by a deep understanding of the Islamic faith and 
Muslim peoples within an Australian context, to empower the community to meet the many challenges 
with strength, dignity and wisdom. The CITE will actively engage with government, NGOs and media to 
enrich both dialogue and positive partnerships with Australian Muslims, informing policies pertaining to 
them, and inform reporting of Islam and Muslims in the media.   

The CITE will genuinely engage with, and benefit from, members of the Australian Muslim communities: 
the youth, women, the religious and the administrative leadership, as well as the community at large; 
giving them a voice and ownership to issues that affect their lives in Australia.  

The CITE will actively engage with the wider Australian community, the Australasian and international 
communities, and collaborate on projects and programs of mutual benefit.

Islamic Sciences

External engagement

Professor Mohamad Abdalla
Domestic and Family 
Violence in Australian 
Muslim community

Dr Nada Ibrahim

Centre for Islamic Thought and Education 
team

Leadership and Management
Dr Nezar Faris 

Islamic Finance
Dr Mahmood Nathie

Program Director for 
Islamic Education

Mr Dylan Chown
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School of Education
University of South Australia

University of South Australia’s education programs are recognised nationally and internationally. 
The School of Education has a long and respected history of producing first-class graduates and 
was recently awarded 5 stars for excellence in the 2015/2016 QS World University Rankings and 
ranked in the top 100 for Education.

With over 600 students graduating each year and currently 2,700 students enrolled in the 
Teaching programs, UniSA is South Australia’s largest tertiary School of Education. We offer flexible 
study arrangements including blended mode and online courses. All students participate in field-
based placements in the first 6 months of study in a variety of settings including metropolitan and 
regional schools to gain ‘hands on experience’.

Graduates will be able to seek employment opportunities in schools and related educational fields 
locally in metropolitan and regional centres, nationally and internationally. Employers include the 
Department for Education and Child Development (DECD) in South Australia, Catholic Education 
South Australia (CESA), and Independent Schools Association schools (AISSA).

Islamic Finance
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YOUR PASSPORT TO PLACEMENT

Our Placements 

As a pre-service teacher at the School of Education you will undertake professional experience 
as part of your program. This real-life experience could take place in a variety of care and school 
settings, including in rural and remote locations. You will be able to indicate a district preference 
that suits you.
As well as gaining first hand experience of the teaching profession, you will develop an 
understanding of the community context of teaching and of different teacher roles. You will 
gradually become more involved with all aspects of teaching, including preparing learning 
materials, addressing student needs, maintaining appropriate behaviour and engaging with extra 
curricular activities.

Professional experience is a full-time continuous commitment.
•	 If you are enrolled in an undergraduate program you will undertake a total of 80 days’ 

professional experience (100 days in Early Childhood), spread over four placements.
•	 Postgraduate students undertake 60 days of professional experience spread across three 

placements.

In the lead up to undertaking each professional experience placement there are a number of 
pre-requisites and requirements that you need to satisfy before an appropriate placement site 
will be allocated to you. Complete the “Passport to Placement” process to ensure that these pre-
requisites and requirements are fully met.

The “Passport to Placement” is home to all the forms you are required to complete, resources you 
may need, all the key dates and contacts and will be able to answer any questions you may have 
about your placement.
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Centre for Research in Education

The Centre for Research in Education (CREd) was established to bring all of our research activity into one 
space to provide focus, scale, and coherence for our students, staff, and other stakeholders.

Researchers in the Centre for Research in Education advocate for a contexualised understandings 
of ‘education’ across the life-span including child-care, schools, training institutions, universities and 
sites of informal learning. ‘Education’ is essential for nation building, social cohesion, social justice, 
sustainability, identity formation, and economic development.

Our research is committed to:
•	 Advancing social justice in education as a theoretical, practical and policy problem
•	 Sustaining respectful dialogue between academic and practitioner knowledge
•	 Advancing multiple perspectives on educational problems through ‘voiced’ research with very 

young people, school students, educators, parents, and policy actors.
•	 Examining the policy and practice concerns of our key stakeholders including school systems, 

schools, the training sector and early childhood providers.
•	 Connecting up with global knowledge networks across Asia, Europe, Africa and America
•	 Developing our own research-informed practice as teacher educators
•	 Examining curriculum, pedagogy and assessment as interconnected
•	 Advocating for pedagogies of negotiation between educators and their students
•	 Examining how social change impacts on our students, on educators’ work, and the educational 

project of the nation
•	 Researching developments in communication and information technology and their effects on 

education

Key research themes include:
•	 Wellbeing, techn ology, inclusion
•	 Literacy, super diversity, text production/ prosumption
•	 Childrens’ Voices and participation as learners and citizens
•	 Early childhood education
•	 Respectful leadership and teaching
•	 STeM, professional learning, new technology
•	 Critical pedagogy, policy, practice
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8:00am - 8:30am Registration Desk Open

8:30am - 8:35am
Recitation of Qur’an 
Shaykh Amin (Al Khalil Mosque)

8:35am - 8:40am
Welcome to Country  
Rod O’Brien, Senior Kaurna man who is current Chairperson of Kaurna 
Native Title and Kaurna Language Committees

8:40am - 8:45am
Overview of the role and importance of Education in the modern context 
The Honourable Dr Susan Close, Minister of Education & Child Development

8:45am-8:50am
Welcome to conference and introducing UniSA 
Professor David Lloyd, Vice Chancellor, UniSA

8:50am-9:00am
Conference Opening & introducing EDS and CITE 
Professor Stephen Dobson, Dean & Head of  School of Education, UniSA

9:00am-9:05am
Conference Overview  
Professor Mohamad Abdalla, Director of CITE and Conference Convenor

Keynote Address 1
9:05am – 10:00am
Q & A (15 mins)

Dr Nadeem Memon - Director of 
Education, Abu Dhabi University,
UAE.

Chair: Professor Stephen Dobson, 
Dean & Head of School of Education, 
UniSA

10:00am – 10:30am Morning Tea

Plenary Session 1: 
10:30pm – 12:00pm

(30 mins presentations, 
15 mins Q & A for each 
presenter)

Curriculum Conceptualisations

1. Australian Curriculum: Overview 
and Future Directions - Dr Deborah 
Price, Senior Lecturer at UniSA and 
Executive Member at the Australian 
Curriculum Studies Association (ACSA).

2. Islamic World View and the National 
Curriculum: Can they be reconciled?  
Mr Dylan Chown, Director Islamic 
Education, CITE, UniSA.

Panel Chair: Professor Seema Imam (Co-Chair National College of 
Education, at National Louis University, USA).

Plenary Session 2: 
12:00pm – 1:30pm

(30 mins presentation,  
15 mins Q & A for each 
presenter)

Contemporary Models 

1. Curriculum in Australian Islamic 
Schools: Trends and Future 
Prospects - Ms Aynur Simsirel, 
Principal Advisor, Independent 
Schools of Victoria and former 
Executive Principal of Ilim College.

2. Teaching Islam as part of the 
curriculum in an Islamic School in 
Australia - Dr Peter Jones, The Friends’ 
School, Hobart, Tasmania.

Panel Chair: Dr Deborah Price, Senior Lecturer at UniSA and Executive 
Member at the Australian Curriculum Studies Association (ACSA)

1:30pm – 2:30pm Lunch and Salah 

Program - Day 1
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Program - Day 1 Continued
Plenary Session 3: 
2:30pm – 4:00pm 

(30 mins presentation, 
15 mins Q & A for each 
presenter)

Learning from other Contexts

1. Islamic Education Curriculum: 
the USA experience - Dr Tasneema 
Ghazi, IQRA’ International Educational 
Foundation, USA.

2. Integration efforts in the North 
American Context: Professor Seema 
Imam (Co-Chair National College of 
Education, at National Louis University).

Panel Chair: Mr Abdullah Khan, Executive Principle, Australian Islamic 
College, Perth

4:00pm – 4:30pm Afternoon Tea

4:30pm – 5:00pm Day 1 Summary and Wrap up Collective discussion 

7:00pm

CONFERENCE DINNER
Mt Lofty House
74 Mount Lofty Summit Rd, Crafers SA 
5152, Australia

Shaykh Muhammad Abdullah – 
Elder, educator, community advocate 
and PhD candidate. 

  Duhur Salah 12.21 PM; Asr 3:02 PM; Maghreb 05:21 PM
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Plenary Session 3: 
2:30pm – 4:00pm 

(30 mins presentation, 
15 mins Q & A for each 
presenter)

Learning from other Contexts

1. Islamic Education Curriculum: 
the USA experience - Dr Tasneema 
Ghazi, IQRA’ International Educational 
Foundation, USA.

2. Integration efforts in the North 
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Imam (Co-Chair National College of 
Education, at National Louis University).

Panel Chair: Mr Abdullah Khan, Executive Principle, Australian Islamic 
College, Perth

4:00pm – 4:30pm Afternoon Tea

4:30pm – 5:00pm Day 1 Summary and Wrap up Collective discussion 

7:00pm

CONFERENCE DINNER
Mt Lofty House
74 Mount Lofty Summit Rd, Crafers SA 
5152, Australia

Shaykh Muhammad Abdullah – 
Elder, educator, community advocate 
and PhD candidate. 
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8:30am – 8:50am Registration Open

8:50am - 9:00am Welcome Day 2
Professor Mohamad Abdalla, 
Director of CITE, UniSA and 
Conference Convenor

Keynote Address 2: 
9.00am – 10:00am

Q & A (15 mins)

Keynote Address 2

Speaker: Professor Seema 
Imam (Co-Chair National College 
of Education, at National Louis 
University)

Panel Chair: Professor Mohamad Abdalla, Director, Centre for Islamic Thought and Education.

10:00am – 10:30am Morning Tea

Plenary Session 4: 
10:30am – 12:00pm

(30 mins presentation, 
15 mins   Q & A for each 
presenter)

Responsive Pedagogies 
1. Culturally Responsive Pedagogies 
- Professor Lester-Irabinna Rigney, 
UniSA.

2. Islamic community schools in 
Australia: a case of a contextually 
responsive curriculum – Dr 
Ibrahima Diallo, Research Centre for 
Languages and Cultures, UniSA

Panel Chair: Mr. Andrew Houghton, Principal, Al Siraat College

Plenary Session 5: 
12:00pm - 1:30pm

(30 mins presentation, 
15 mins    Q & A for each 
presenter)

Debates and contested spaces 

1. Tahfizh Curriculum: A Sociological 
Approach – Dr Muhammad Zuhdi, 
Vice Dean for Academic Affairs at the 
Faculty of Education, State Islamic 
University (UIN) Syarif Hidayatullah 
Jakarta

2. The Islamic Education Curriculum 
in the Sultanate of Oman 
Integrating diversity – Dr Anke 
Iman Bouzenita and Dr Mohsin al-
Salimi, Sultan Qaboos University

Panel Chair: Mr Fazeel Arian, College Director, Al Siraat College

1:30pm-2:30pm Lunch & Salah 

Plenary Session 6: 
2:30pm – 4:00pm

(30 mins presentation, 
15 mins   Q & A for each 
presenter)

Curriculum renewal

1. What would an Islamic school 
Arabic curriculum look like?  
Ms Nadia Selim, PhD Candidate, CITE, 
UniSA and Associate Professor Angela 
Scarino

2. National Islamic studies 
curriculum: Process, expectations, 
quality control: Prof Mohamad 
Abdalla, Director of CITE, UniSA

Panel Chair: Dr Ibrahima Diallo, Senior Lecturer at the School of 
Communication, International Studies and Languages, UniSA

4:00pm – 4:15pm Afternoon Tea

Panel Discussion 
4:15pm – 5:00pm

The Way Forward
Panel Chair: Professor Mohamad 
Abdalla, Director of CITE, UniSA and 
Conference Convenor

1. Dr Nadeem Memon
2. Professor Seema Imam
3. Ms Aynur Simsirel
4. Mr Muhammad Abdullah

8:50am - 9:00am
Conference Summary  
Mr. Dylan Chown, Program Director, Islamic Education, CITE, UniSA

5:10pm – 5:15pm Vote of thanks and End

Program - Day 2
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Mr. Dylan Chown, Program Director, Islamic Education, CITE, UniSA

5:10pm – 5:15pm Vote of thanks and End
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Keynote Speakers: Dr Nadeem A. Memon 

Dr. Nadeem Memon is the Director of Education at Abu Dhabi University Knowledge Group, the education consulting arm of 
the university that develops professional development solutions for educators globally. His current focus is on developing 
educational solutions that improve the quality of teaching of Arabic and Islamic Education across the Gulf Region. Dr Memon 
also spearheaded the design and roll-out of a ground breaking online teacher certificate program, The Islamic Teacher 
Education Program (ITEP) for Islamic school teachers in collaboration with Razi Education and the University of Toronto.

Keynote Speakers: Dr Seema Imam, PhD

Dr. Seema Imam is Co-Chair of the National College of Education, at National Louis University where she has served 20 
years in Elementary, Middle and Special Education teacher preparation. She serves on the Board of Directors for The Islamic 
Schools League of America and teaches the online course, Integrating, Infusing, Initiating: Designing Curriculum for Islamic 
Schools,” in the certificate program offered worldwide with Islamic Teacher Education Program. Seema served 16 years in 
Chicago public school classrooms, and was founding principal of Universal School in Bridgeview, IL, an Islamic Pk-12thgrade 
school in Chicago’s suburbs. 

Abstracts and Biographies

Keynote Speakers:

Dr Deborah Price, Senior Lecturer and Program Director Master of Teaching, University of South Australia and Executive 
Member at the Australian Curriculum Studies Association (ACSA).

Australia embarked on its first official national curriculum in 2008. A central tenet was provision of a curriculum for all in 
alignment with national and international inclusion and equity agendas advocated by frameworks and policies including the 
Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians (MCEETYA, 2008), Discrimination Acts and Human Rights. 
In aspiring for a world-class curriculum, it was therefore assumed the Australian Curriculum would be inclusive of the diversity 
of all young people across ability, gender, culture and other traditionally marginalised groups.  

This presentation critiques Student Diversity within the Australian Curriculum with a focus on the challenges, achievements 
and future directions to inform educational practice and leadership and development of curriculum and policy. To begin, 
an overview of diversity within the global context of national curriculum will be provided addressing issues of knowledge 
production and complexities surrounding inclusive national curriculum. The presentation will then identify Australian 
Curriculum achievements in relation to Student Diversity including; where it has come from, the intentions, key processes, 
events, and issues. To conclude, future opportunities for both the intended and enacted national curriculum that are truly 
inclusive of student diversity will be presented with a focus on implications for Islamic Schooling.

Australian Curriculum: Overview and Future Directions
Presenter:  Dr Deborah Price

Day 1  - Tuesday 11 July 2017

Plenary Session 1 - Curriculum Conceptualisation
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Abstract - Islamic Worldview and the National Curriculum: Can they be reconciled? 
A culture of compliance to the Australian National Curriculum in Australian Islamic schools has arguably stifled efforts toward 
innovation, responsiveness and distinctiveness in curriculum. Curriculum typically has been implemented prescriptively, 
narrowly focusing on matching standards and attaining academic results. A major challenge for Islamic schooling is to engage 
with the National Curriculum by fulfilling its requirements but in ways that are responsive to the particular needs of its unique 
context. This requires deeper understanding and closer inspection of the breadth and scope of National or State Curricular. 
This also requires a deeper understanding of the various aspects of the ‘Islamic,’ including an Islamic worldview, pedagogy 
and the like. This presentation will focus on the reconciliation between an ‘Islamic’ worldview and the national curriculum. In 
doing so, it will argue that this is unachievable without a clearly defined terms of reference for organising ways of knowing, 
being and doing in light of how Muslim peoples understand their purpose of existence. This presentation argues that terms of 
reference would act as key enablers for educators and curriculum developers, offering agency to the promise of integration. 
This integration would extend to Islamic thought as well as broad faith priorities central to Muslim social praxis, priorities 
that align with the goals of the Melbourne Declaration and intent of the Australian Curriculum. The presentation will offer 
a number of tentative terms of reference and examine these against two dimensions of the Australian Curriculum, General 
Capabilities and Cross Curricular Priorities.

Bio
Dr Deborah Price is Program Director Master of Teaching, School of Education, University of South Australia. Her senior 
lecturing/research specialisations integrate educational psychology, inclusive and special education, wellbeing, social justice, 
bullying and inclusive curriculum and pedagogy. She is committed to advancing national inclusive curriculum and pedagogy 
through her current roles as Executive Member of the Australian Curriculum Studies Association (ACSA) and Youthworx SA 
transdisciplinary research team member addressing Re-engagement of youth in education and employment through film 
making.  Dr Deborah Price recently presented an invited keynote titled, Curriculum Innovation: 

Students with Disabilities included within the Australian Curriculum at the CURRIUCLUM 4 ALL: an Australian Symposium 
(Australian Special Education Principals Association and Department of Education and Training), May 31, 2017, Canberra, ACT. 
She is also currently co-editing a book with Professor Emeritus Alan Reid, proposed title, Australian Curriculum: Promises, 
Problems and Possibilities, published by the Australian Curriculum Studies Association (ACSA) and due for release December 
2017.

Dr Deborah Price’s profile can be viewed at http://people.unisa.edu.au/Debbie.Price

Islamic World View and National Curriculum: Can they be reconciled?
Presenter:  Mr Dylan Chown, Director Islamic Education, CITE, UniSA

Bio
Dylan Chown is a Research Fellow and the Program Director for Islamic Education in the Centre for Islamic Thought and 
Education. Dylan has twenty years’ experience in education combing roles of teacher, principal, consultant, researcher 
and lecturer. He is a passionate advocate for Islamic schools and Islamic education in Australia. Dylan is also a member 
of an International network of educators on the Islamic Teacher Education Program. He completed a Master of Education 
(Leadership) through the National Centre of Excellence for Islamic Studies (NCEIS), Griffith University, examining education 
leadership and school vision. Dylan is currently involved in a number of research projects associated with the CITE signature 
project – Islamic schooling renewal. He was instrumental in the establishment of the now annual whole-of-field Islamic 
education gatherings in Australia, the Islamic Education Forum and the Islamic Schooling Conference. Dylan’s PhD research 
focuses on Islamic pedagogy in Australian Islamic schools and aims to further efforts towards Islamic schooling renewal. He 
is a co-editor of Islamic schooling in the West: Pathways to renewal (Palgrave MacMillan, forthcoming).
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This presentation will briefly explore Islamic schools approaches to the Australian/Victorian curriculums and their diverse 
approaches in adapting to it. 

Islamic schools just like all Australian schools are responsible for the organisation, learning and choice of context for learning. 
Islamic schools in Australia are planning learning in diverse ways to best suit their students and ensure their students have 
access to the same Australian content as well as ensuring their achievements are consistent with national standards. Whilst 
these expectations may appear to bring many challenges a closer look will show more opportunities for a rich and innovative 
curriculum approach. 

Curriculum in Australian Islamic Schools: Trends and Future Prospects
Presenter:  Ms Aynur Simsirel, Principal Advisor, Independent Schools of Victoria

Day 1  - Tuesday 11 July 2017

Plenary Session 2 - Contemporary Models

Bio
Aynur Simsirel is currently Principal Advisor at Independent Schools of Victoria. She worked as an Executive Principal to ilim 
College and in various leadership roles for 15 years. She has graduated from Deakin University Language and Culture studies 
and has obtained a Bachelor of Education from Victoria University. She has been working as an educator for 25 years and is 
currently the chair of the Board of Islamic Schools Association of Australia. She is also the deputy chair of Hume Interfaith 
Network. Aynur is the founding principal of the project from “War To Peace, A Walk of Harmony” which has brought together 
secondary students from Department and Catholic schools. She has been selected by Independent Schools  of Victoria as a 
“Principal in Profile” to share her experience and expertise in leadership. 

This paper is based on research carried out in Islamic schools in Australia for my PhD thesis with the University of New 
England, Australian Muslims or Muslims in Australia?

There is a great deal of misunderstanding about what is taught in Islamic schools and colleges when it comes to the faith 
component of the curriculum. As a teacher of Comparative Religion for the last 25 years in Tasmania, I based my thesis on 
interviews with imams and other staff in Islamic schools in six cities around Australia, asking them what they taught and how 
they taught it. I also asked them where they trained and in addition, interviewed a cross section of former students about their 
experience.  All interviews were anonymous.

In most schools, six hours a week was allotted to faith teaching, much the same as in other faith schools in Australia. There 
were usually three units, one for the teaching of Arabic, one on Islamic Studies and one on the Qur’an. There were many 
different approaches to these units through primary school, high school and in Year 11-12 so these will be examined. Major 
issues still remain, like a shortage of Australian teaching materials, the qualifications of teachers, especially in Arabic, and the 
fact that all Imams are trained overseas and there is no centre for them in Australia.

Teaching Islam as part of the curriculum in an Islamic School in Australia
Presenter:  Dr Peter Jones, The Friends’ School, Hobart, Tasmania

Bio
Peter D Jones teaches Comparative Religion and Modern World History at The Friends’ School in Hobart. He has a Graduate 
Diploma in Islamic Studies from the University of New England (NSW) and his PhD thesis was on Islamic Schools in Australia. 
He has also lived and travelled through many parts of Africa and Asia, and taught Asian Studies at the University of Tasmania 
for a number of years.
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In the field of education, standards “Define cumulative body of knowledge and set competencies that are the basis of quality 
education. They express what all pupils should know and be able to know, but do not dictate pedagogy.” (US Ministry of 
Education) 

We need to base our curriculum on consistent learning expectation across subjects for all our students. Curriculum standards 
in Islamic Studies subjects mean, “Higher, clearer and deeper real life learning experiences for all children.” 

The paper will establish the need for Islamic religious knowledge standards in the development of an integrated curriculum. 
It will also consider the importance of one of the realities of the 21st century, Globalization. Muslims live in many different 
parts of the world and need to nurture in our children the universal spirit of Islam. Four themes related to globalization are 
selected to be integrated into the curriculum standards of all subjects including Islamic Studies. 

Next, it will present the steps to achieve curriculum integration and develop standards. A comprehensive plan of the 
development of standards in various areas of educational set up (Curriculum & Instruction, physical facilities, admission and 
graduation requirements, Teachers’ certification and professional development and school administration) will be discussed. 
Finally, the process of implementation will be laid out for the participants to discuss and plan together. IQRA’s work in 
developing Islamic Studies standards and the standardized test will be shared with everyone.

Islamic Education Curriculum: the USA experience
Presenter:  Dr Tasneema Ghazi, IQRA’ International Educational Foundation, USA

Plenary Session 3 - Learning from other Contexts

Bio
CAS Child language Development, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., University Professor, Governors State University, 
IL. Professor, University of Il. , Chicago, IL. (Adjunct). Professor, King AbdulAziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.  Director of 
Curriculum & Instruction, IQRA’ International Educational Foundation. Lecturer, Kidwai Memorial College, India. Kindergarten/
elementary teacher, London County Council, London, England. Established First Weekend Islamic school in North America, 
in Cambridge, Mass. 1968. Established many weekend and full time Islamic schools in USA and other countries. Developed 
revised program of Madrasah education for MUIS in Singapore.

Developed first comprehensive Islamic Studies curriculum and program for preschool to high school levels.

Dr. Seema Imam will discuss curriculum integration, what it is and how it stands to benefit the development of a sound Islamic 
worldview, serve the Islamic schools as a framework and challenge schools to start an integrated curriculum development 
process. Dr. Seema’s North American context comes through her extensive experiences in elementary teaching, educational 
leadership, school development along with two decades of teacher education to critique curriculum as we know it, connect 
with new possibilities and visit the whole school approach to an integrated curriculum for the sake of a deeper more 
connected learning experience. She will discuss the value of literary and creative arts with a recent visit to and first hand-
look at the Finnish School system’s omission of courses to help us consider the possibilities of a true curriculum integration. 

Integration efforts in the North American Context
Presenter:  Professor Seema Imam (Co-Chair National College of Education, at National Louis 
University

Bio
Dr. Seema Imam, Professor is Co-Chair of the National College of Education, at National Louis University where she has 
served 20 years in Elementary, Middle and Special Education teacher preparation. She serves on the Board of Directors for 
The Islamic Schools League of America and teaches the online course, Integrating, Infusing, Initiating: Designing Curriculum 
for Islamic Schools,” in the certificate program offered worldwide with Islamic Teacher Education Program. Seema served 16 
years in Chicago public school classrooms, and was founding principal of Universal School in Bridgeview, IL, an Islamic Pk-
12th grade school in Chicago’s suburbs. Seema holds several teaching certificates, a principal and superintendent certificate. 
Seema’s research and writing focuses on diversity and technology with numerous chapters, articles and presentations. 



26

This paper will present preliminary findings of a research project, funded by the Australian Research Council, titled Toward 
an Australian Culturally Responsive Pedagogy which Professor Rigney is Co-Chief Investigator. This research is designed to 
assist teachers develop pedagogies that are responsive to the diversity/cultural values, principles and knowledges that 
Aboriginal students bring to Australian classrooms. Culturally responsive pedagogy emphasises and respects students’ 
identities and backgrounds as meaningful sources for optimal learning, while simultaneously holding high expectations of 
students. International research has shown that culturally responsive pedagogies improve learning outcomes for Aboriginal 
First Nations Peoples. However, little is known about the potential for such pedagogies to improve outcomes for Indigenous 
Australian and other minority students. The aim of this project is to help fill this gap in knowledge and practice. The project 
is being conducted in 7 schools with large Aboriginal student populations, 14 teachers; 7 Aboriginal Community Education 
Officers and 3 local Aboriginal Elders. This presentations will explore Culturally Responsive Pedagogies and its implications 
for teacher pedagogy within Muslim students in both public and Islamic schools.

Culturally Responsive Pedagogies
Presenter:  Prof Lester-Irabinna Rigney, UniSA

Day 2  - Wednesday 12 July 2017

Plenary Session 4 - Responsive Pedagogies 

Bio
Professor Lester Rigney is an Aboriginal Australian educator, academic, and member of the Aboriginal Narungga, Kaurna 
and Ngarrindjeri peoples in the Southern regions of South Australia. He is an expert in Aboriginal minority Education for over 
20 years. He is currently Professor of Aboriginal Education at the Centre for Research in Education, School of Education, 
University of South Australia.  He has written hundreds of articles and is best known for his theorisation of Indigenist research 
epistemologies and Aboriginal schooling. According to Rigney’s three principles of Indigenist research epistemology - schools, 
teachers and researchers must embed Aboriginal histories, languages and cultures as driving force for transformative, 
culturally responsive education. The theory emphasises Aboriginal partnership with school, teachers and researchers by 
privileging Aboriginal voices and knowledges. Many researchers, teachers, and education policy writers have been inspired 
by Rigney’s writings as it has allowed for the idea that culturally responsive schooling is building from the funds of knowledge 
and cultural background students bring with them to the school. He was been working across the Pacific on Indigenous 
Education in New Zealand, Taiwan and Canada.  Professor Rigney is in constant demand as a commentator on national and 
international Indigenous matters and has published over 200 articles, chapters and reviews on Education, Languages and 
Knowledge transmission. 

The curriculum of Islamic education is generally perceived as outdated, a vehicle of Islamic values incompatible with secular 
laws and practices, and disseminating Qur’anic and Islamic texts devoid of any context and relevance. However, fieldtrips 
conducted in Islamic community schools in both Adelaide and Darwin in 2015 suggest the contrary. The curriculum of the 
Islamic community schools is in fact responsive to the context of Australian Muslim learners while upholding Qur’anic teachings 
and Islamic worldview. In this presentation, first, I discuss the context of Islamic education in Australia. Second, I describe 
the features of Islamic community schools. Third, and last, I discuss the Quran-based curriculum in the Islamic community 
schools and the ways in which it addresses the Islamic education needs of Australian Muslims while accommodating the 
challenges posed by the context within which Islamic education operates. 

Islamic community schools in Australia: a case of a contextually responsive curriculum
Presenter:  Dr Ibrahima Diallo, Research Centre for Languages and Cultures, UniSA

Bio
Ibrahima Diallo is a Senior Lecturer and convenor of the Francophone Studies  at the University of South Australia.  Dr Diallo 
obtained his PhD in Applied Linguistics from Griffith University. His research interests include among others language policy 
and planning, Islamic literacy and education, and intercultural pedagogy and teaching. 
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In the last ten years, there is a growing number of Muslim schools in Indonesia that promotes tahfizh curriculum, which is a 
curriculum that combine memorizing the Quran with other subjects at school. The very first question to this phenomenon is 
why it is happening. However, if we looked back to the development of Muslim schools in Indonesia we may find a certain clues. 
Among others is the transformation of Indonesian Muslim Schools from pesantren (Islamic Boarding School) to Madrasah 
to Islamic School. The existence of tahfizh curriculum is an interesting case of Indonesian Education. This is because most 
of Indonesian education practices are laden with Western influences, including curriculum and teaching methods. Western 
education nowadays avoids root memorization as a method of learning for various justified reasons. Tahfizh curriculum, 
on the contrary, is very close to root memorization. So, the questions are how these two different positions could meet in 
Indonesian education? Why Indonesian Muslim parents tend to send their children into tahfizh schools. Using four tahfizh 
schools in sub-urban Jakarta areas as data resources, this paper will analyze the essential of tahfizh curricula and how the 
relationship between tahfizh school and the society. It is assumed that curriculum is a reflection of its society (Goodson, 
1997, Kliebard, 1995, and Zuhdi, 2006) and hence this paper explores the relationship between the curricula and the society. 
The study use a sociological approach to curriculum, but not necessarily analyze how the curriculum is created, rather 
scrutinizing the relationship between the curriculum and the society. I believe, at some points, this paper will help its reader 
to understand the changing characteristics of Indonesian Muslims. 

Tahfizh Curriculum: A Sociological Approach
Presenter:  Dr Muhammad Zuhdi, Vice Dean for Academic Affairs at the Faculty of Education, 
State Islamic University (UIN) Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta

Plenary Session 5 - Debates and contested spaces

Bio
Muhammad Zuhdi, Ph.D. is the Vice Dean for Academic Affairs at the Faculty of Education, State Islamic University (UIN) Syarif 
Hidayatullah Jakarta. He obtained his M.Ed. degree from the School of Education, The University of New South Wales (UNSW) 
Sydney, and his Ph.D. from the Faculty of Education, McGill University Montreal. His research interests are curriculum, Islamic 
education and multicultural education. In addition to teaching and writing, Dr. Zuhdi is serving as the Editor-in-Chief of Tarbiya: 
Journal of Education in Muslim Society (http://journal.uinjkt.ac.id/index.php/tarbiya) and a member of the Technical Advisory 
Committee of UNESCO’s Project “Promoting Intercultural Dialogue and A Culture of Peace in Southeast Asia through Shared 
Histories.” His other experiences include serving as the Director of Education of Jalan Sesama (Sesame Street Indonesia) 
Project 2006 – 2012. The project produced audio-visual Indonesian puppet stories as well as printed learning materials 
for early age children. In June 2011, Dr. Zuhdi was awarded “the Australian Alumni Award for Excellence in Education” for his 
achievements and contributions in the field. 

Developed first comprehensive Islamic Studies curriculum and program for preschool to high school levels.

Day 2  - Wednesday 12 July 2017
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Islamic Education is one of the required core courses in the governmental and private schools in the Sultanate of Oman.
The Muslim population of the Sultanate follows different schools of thought. The Islamic education curriculum, to a certain 
extent, does however not express a particular view nor does it favor a particular school of thought. It avoids delving into 
controversial issues.

This research paper gives an overview over the governmental curriculum for Islamic education, grades 7 to 12. It looks into the 
ways and methodology used, as well as the design and topics of learning units, with a focus on the means used to integrate 
possible differences of thought and teachings.

Given that the Sultanate has a successful history of integrating the diversity of Islamic thought through its institutions, it is 
hoped that an analysis of the curriculum can be beneficial for Islamic communities abroad.

The Islamic Education Curriculum in the Sultanate of Oman Integrating diversity
Presenter:  Dr Anke Iman Bouzenita and Dr Mohsin al-Salimi, Sultan Qaboos University

Bio
Dr. Anke Iman Bouzenita has been Associate Professor at the Department of Islamic Sciences, College of Education, Sultan 
Qaboos University, Oman, since 2014. She has obtained her PhD on the History of Islamic Law from the University of Bochum, 
Germany, in 2001. Dr. Iman has been lecturing in Germany (Ruhr-Universitaet Bochum, 1998-2001), Algeria (University of 
Batna, 2002-2004) and Malaysia (International Islamic University Malaysia, 2004-2013) in the respective Islamic studies 
departments, in German, Arabic and English. Her research interests focus on Islamic Bioethics, the History of Islamic Law, 
International Relations and Orientalism.

Dr. Mohsin al-Salimi is Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, at the College of Education, 
Sultanate of Oman. 
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Comprehensive school curricula for Arabic, that have been uniquely developed for Muslim learners of Arabic that do not 
belong to Arabic-speaking backgrounds, are yet to be developed (Emerick, 2002). In this regard, there are various questions 
associated with the development of such curricula that remain unresolved. Should Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), a dialect 
or combination of these be taught to reflect Arabic diglossia (Bergman, 2009; Younes, 2009)? Should the focus of Arabic 
curricula be religious only (Emerick, 2002)? Can the Arabic content be part of an “integrated curriculum” and more importantly 
should it be? What curriculum models and theories of language learning should be used to develop Arabic curricula (Berbeco, 
2011; Campbell, Dyson, Karim, & Basima, 1993; Ismail, 1993)? In the Australian context, should the ACARA syllabus be modified 
to meet the needs of non-Arab Muslim students, if so how should it be modified? However, these questions, along with many 
others remain unanswered due to the lack of consensus on what the learning of Arabic should entail especially in the Islamic 
schooling context. As such, it is the purpose of this paper to propose some principles for the development of an Islamic 
school Arabic curriculum.

What would an Islamic school Arabic curriculum look like?
Presenter:  Ms Nadia Selim, PhD Candidate, CITE, UniSA

Plenary Session 6 - Curriculum renewal

Bio
Nadia Selim is an Arabic language teacher. She taught at the Institute of Modern Languages (University of Queensland) from 
2012-2016. With a Master’s degree in Applied Linguistics (University of Queensland) and a Vocational graduate certificate 
in TESOL and English Language development (SBIT in Queensland), Nadia turned her attention to Arabic and focuses on 
methods that improve the effectiveness, relevance and attainment rates of Arabic programs.  

Nadia is interested in Computer Assisted Language Learning; rhythm for memory and the rediscovery of Islamic thought 
on Arabic teaching. Nadia continues to work on the development of an Arabic program for non-native speakers, an Arabic 
website, Mobile App, Social networking sites and content. Nadia is currently working on a PhD thesis at the University of South 
Australia (CITE) that examines Arabic at Islamic Schools in Australia. 

Associate Professor Angela Scarino is an applied linguist with long-standing research experience in languages education, 
with emphasis on communication and learning in contexts of linguistic and cultural diversity. She has elaborated principles for 
an intercultural orientation to language/s use in communication and to language/s learning and extended these principles 
to communication in the fields of health and aged care, business, engineering and other fields. Her work has influenced 
language/s education in many countries especially considering her extensive record of publications. She is invited to present 
as a keynote speaker regularly. Angela has been Chief Investigator on a many research grants to the value $8,807,000 and is 
the Chair of an advisory committee on languages and multicultural education to the Minister for Education in South Australia.

Day 2  - Wednesday 12 July 2017
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A major aim for the establishment of Islamic schools pertains to the preservation of the ‘Islamic’ in terms of religious matters 
such as faith and practices. However, despite this noble aim, and the obvious significance of Islamic Studies as a key learning 
area or subject in Islamic schools, no empirical research exists to date that examines the nature, scope, effectiveness, and 
relevance of Islamic Studies as taught within ‘Islamic’ schools. This study utilised qualitative research methods to explore the 
strengths and weaknesses of Islamic Studies, the challenges faced in the teaching and learning of Islamic Studies, and the 
attitudes of students toward the relevance and effectiveness of Islamic Studies to their lives as young Australian Muslims. A 
key finding was the absence of an Islamic Studies curriculum and syllabus in Islamic schools leading to a number of problems 
including: lack of overarching approach encompassing aims, goals, plans, decision-making process, procedures and vision for 
Islamic Studies. The result, according to Islamic studies teachers is chaos and confusion in implementation of Islamic studies, 
and a lack of systematic approach to Islamic Studies subjects making it difficult to teach. 

Islamic Studies in Islamic Schools: Evidence-based Renewal
Presenter:  Professor Mohamad Abdalla, Director of CITE, UniSA

Bio
Professor Mohamad Abdalla is one of Australia’s most prominent and respected Muslim leaders, combining the roles of an 
academic scholar, public intellectual, community leader and commentator. In 2016, he secured a senior staff appointment 
by invitation from the Vice Chancellor of the University of South Australia to establish the Centre for Islamic Thought and 
Education (CITE). Prof Abdalla is currently the Founding Director of CITE. Over the last 15 years, Prof Abdalla played a leading 
role in establishing Islamic Studies (Research and Teaching) as an academic area of study in Australia. In 2005, establish 
the Griffith University Islamic Research Unit (GIRU), and gradually built a team of academics on modest resources. In 2008, 
he played a key role in the establishment of the National Centre of Excellence for Islamic Studies (NCEIS), a dynamic 
collaboration between the University of Melbourne, Griffith University and the University of Western Sydney. Prof Abdalla 
published 1 monograph; 1 co-edited book, and over 25 Journal articles and book chapters.  He has two forthcoming edited 
books: Islamic schooling in the West: Pathways to Renewal (Palgrave MacMillan), and Leadership in Islam: Processes and 
Solutions in Australian Organizations (Palgrave MacMillan). 
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CITE  Islamic School Renewal 
Projects

Centre for Islamic Education and 
Thought Islamic School

Renewal Projects

•	 Islamic Studies Curriculum (P-10) in partnership with Islamic Schools 
Association

•	 Islamic Studies Senior Syllabus (11-12) – ‘Applied Islam’ in partnership with 
Islamic Schools Association 
Dignified Way – Character Education and Classroom Management Model 
Prophetic Pedagogy Framework

•	 Expression of interest details for partnering in research projects.

For more information and to partner with us visit 
unisa.edu.au/cite

Whole-of-Field Islamic School 
Renewal Projects

•	 Australian Islamic Schooling Educational Goals Declaration as a companion 
resource to the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young 
Australians

•	 Australian Professional Standards for Islamic School Teachers as a 
companion resource to the Australian Institute for Teaching and School 
Leadership’s (AITSL)

•	 Australian Professional Standards for Principals
•	 Australian Islamic School Teacher Performance and Development 

Framework as a companion resource to the AITSL Australian Teacher 
Performance and Development Framework
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Teacher Training and Professional Learning 
Programs and Courses

Master of Teaching (secondary) - Islamic Pedagogy specialisation 

Enrollments open for 2018
The Master of Teaching (secondary) Islamic Pedagogy specialisation, provides 
those with a relevant undergraduate degree a pathway to becoming a teacher 
with a specialisation in Islamic pedagogy. The specialisation has been designed 
to develop skilled, committed and flexible education professionals with the 
knowledge and pedagogical skills informed by the philosophy and principles 
of Islamic education and best contemporary practice as reflected in the 
AITSL Australian Professionals Standards for Teachers. The Islamic pedagogy 
specialisation aims to promote effective and inclusive learning for teaching 
secondary students in Islamic schools or diverse educational settings with high 
volume Muslim students.

Expand your knowledge

Register your interest

Would you interested in furthering your knowledge in Islamic pedagogy to be able 
to teach in an Islamic School or in schools with a high number of Muslim students?

Or are you an experienced educator wanting to expand your knowledge, 
pedagogical and practical skills to promote effective and inclusive learning in a 
diverse educational settings for Muslim students?

Register your interest to receive updates on potential up-coming educational 
program opportunities for 2018. 

Register at unisa.edu.au/cite/updates
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Graduate Diploma in Education (Islamic Education) – 8 courses
Graduate Certificate in Education (Islamic Education) – 4 courses

Potential new programs
A Graduate Diploma/Certificate in Education (Islamic Education) is to be designed to 
support educators who work as teaching professionals, educational administrators, 
researchers and policymakers by providing advanced studies in Islamic education 
theory and pedagogy. 

The program provides graduates with an advanced body of knowledge which 
includes recent developments in theories, research, debates and practices to 
improve the quality of professional experience and student learning outcomes. 
The program provides graduates a foundation in Islamic pedagogy facilitating a 
strong synthesis between the tradition and contemporary education discourse and 
research across a range of diverse educational settings for Muslim students. The 
program also provides a foundation in applied Islamic theology as this relates to 
contemporary realities.   

Professional Development Programs and Courses
•	 Short courses and certificate programs
•	 Islamic School Induction Programs for new staff
•	 Islamic Studies courses for teachers
•	 Workshops and short courses tailored to needs of schools

Register your interest to receive updates on potential new program opportunities.

Register at unisa.edu.au/cite/updates

For further information, please contact: CITE Islamic Education Program 
Director, Dylan Chown at dylan.chown@unisa.edu.au
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Notes
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