
I am proud to be 
associated with the Centre 
because of its capacity to 
make a real difference to 
the protection of children, 
both now and for the 
future. The focus by the 
Centre on research to 
evaluate and promote 
‘what works’ is critical 
to ensuring that energy 
and money are spent 
on effective services, to 
strengthen vulnerable 
children and their families.
The Honourable Justice Robyn Layton AO  
Chair of the Australian Centre for Child 
Protection National Advisory Council

Our team.Our National  
Advisory Council.

The Australian Centre for Child Protection has 
a committed and highly esteemed team of 
staff and PhD students, encompassing a wide 
range of professional backgrounds including 
education, Indigenous studies, communications, 
nursing, paediatrics, psychology and social 
work. Our diverse disciplinary backgrounds 
and extensive collective experience in research, 
policy development and direct service delivery 
provide the breadth and depth required to fulfil 
our mission and achieve our goals.

The Australian Centre for Child Protection is 
honoured to have a National Advisory Council 
of eminent Australians representing a range of 
disciplines and bringing a wealth of experience. 

Chaired by the Honourable Justice  
Robyn Layton AO, members of the  
Advisory Council include: 

• �Professor Pal Ahluwalia  
(Pro Vice Chancellor, Division of  
Education, Arts and Social Sciences,  
University of South Australia), 

• �Commissioner Gillian Calvert  
(NSW Commission for Children and  
Young People),

• �Professor Fiona Stanley AC  
(Chair of the Australian Research Alliance  
for Children and Youth, and Director of  
Telethon Institute of Child Health Research  
at the University of Western Australia), 

• �Professor Mick Dodson AM  
(Director of the Institute for Indigenous  
Australia, Australian National University),

• �Professor Sue Richardson  
(Director of the National Institute of  
Labour Studies, Flinders University).
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Our staff are actively engaged with peak bodies 
of government and non-government agencies, 
and with State and Commonwealth ministerial 
advisory bodies. We are regularly invited to 
participate in major inquiries and reviews of 
child protection policy and practice across 
Australia. This provides the opportunity to help 
close the gap between research and action.



Our partners.

Mr Brian Babington, CEO Families Australia;  
Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC, the 
Governor General of Australia; Professor  
Dorothy Scott, Director of the Australian  
Centre for Child Protection; Ms Sandie de Wolf, 
Chair of the Board of Families Australia.  
At the symposium, “Meeting the needs of 
vulnerable children and families: dreaming the 
extraordinary, doing the extraordinary.”  
October 17-18, 2008. 

The Centre has formed strong partnerships 
with Commonwealth, State and Territory 
Governments, peak non-government 
organisations, national professional 
accreditation bodies, educational and research 
institutions, and community organisations 
concerned with preventing and responding to 
child abuse and neglect. 

Our key national partners include the Australian 
Institute of Family Studies, Families Australia, 
Mission Australia, the National Association for 
the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, the 
National Centre for Education and Training in 
Addictions, and the Australian Research Alliance 
for Children and Youth.

We advocate for relevant policy and program 
change and provide advice to government and 
non-government organisations in relation to 
child welfare issues. Examples of our recent 
policy advice to Governments include:

• �The Northern Territory Government on its 
proposed child protection legislation.

• �The South Australian Government on its 
whole of government child protection strategy.

• �The Ministry of Social Development, New 
Zealand on its child protection legislative review.

International  
links.

The Centre fosters global alliances enabling us 
to contribute to and learn from other countries 
which have similar legal frameworks and service 
systems. We are currently actively collaborating 
with the University of Bath (England); the 
University of Stirling and the University of 
Edinburgh (Scotland); and Trinity College Dublin 
(Ireland), all of which have had senior academic 
staff as visiting scholars at our Centre. 

We are also actively involved in organising major 
symposia and conferences, including the Asia 
Pacific International Society for the Prevention of 
Child Abuse and Neglect Conference in 2009. 

While the Australian Centre for Child  
Protection is only a very young Centre, it is 
rapidly developing an international as well as  
a national profile. This international standing 
and reputation has been reinforced through  
our invitation to contribute to The Lancet’s 
recent special issue on child maltreatment,  
and to co-author a book for Cambridge 
University Press showcasing the Centre’s  
work over its first few years of operation. 

• �The Board of Inquiry into the Protection of 
Aboriginal Children from Sexual Abuse in 
the Northern Territory (the Little Children are 
Sacred report).

• �The Tasmanian Government on its Review  
of Child Protection Services in Tasmania.

• �The Wood Commission of Inquiry into Child 
Protection Services in New South Wales. 

• �The Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health on the implementation of  
the Nurse Family Partnership Program.

• �The Department of Family, Housing, 
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
on the development of a National Framework 
for Protecting Australia’s Children.

• �The Department of Child Safety in Queensland 
on its research and policy directions.
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Since the Centre’s research program began 
in 2006 we have been highly successful in 
securing competitive research grants and 
contract research grants, both independently 
and in close partnership with other researchers 
and institutions. 
Dr Fiona Arney,  
Deputy Director, The Australian Centre  
for Child Protection.

A wide range of multidisciplinary research 
projects relating to the prevention of and 
response to child abuse and neglect have  
been and are being undertaken, with  
particular emphasis on the translation of 
research into action. 

Examples of competitive  
research funded projects.
• �Sowing the Seeds of Innovation in the 

Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. 
(Australian Research Council Linkage  
Project with UnitingCare Burnside)

• �Community Capacity Building Through 
Responsive Regulation.  
(Australian Research Council Linkage Project 
with the Australian National University, the 
Australian Catholic University and the ACT 
Office for Children, Youth and Family Support)
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• �The Role of Research in Child Protection  
Policy Reform.  
(Australian Research Council Discovery  
Project with University of Melbourne and  
the Australian Institute of Family Studies)

• �Population-based Survey of Recent Mothers 
in South Australia and Victoria.  
(National Health and Medical Research 
Council Project with Murdoch Childrens 
Research Institute at the University of 
Melbourne, the Spencer Gulf Rural Health 
School, the University of Adelaide, the 
Aboriginal Health Council of South Australia, 
the South Australian Department of Health 
and the Victorian Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Organisation)

• �Priority Setting in Child Protection: developing 
an evidence-based strategy to reduce child 
abuse and neglect and associated harms. 
(Australian Research Council Linkage Project 
with the Health Sciences Division of the 
University of South Australia, the University  
of Adelaide and the SA Government)

Our achievements.

Examples of contract  
research projects.
• �Working with refugee families to prevent  

child abuse and neglect.

• �Evaluation of a nurse home visiting program 

for Aboriginal families.

• �Evaluating the ‘Counting the Kids’  
brokerage fund for children of parents with  
a substance dependence.

• �Models for collaboration between statutory 
child protection and mental health services.

Examples of Centre funded 
projects.
�• �Production of five monographs on our surveys 

of child protection content in professional 
education courses: teaching, social work, 
psychology, medicine, nursing and midwifery.

• ��Supporting professions to address current 
curriculum gaps.

• ��Implementing knowledge of child resilience  
in a child and family welfare agency.



Our priority areas include:

• �Professional education and workforce 
development

• �Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child 
safety and well-being

• �Translating child protection research into 
policy and practice

• �Engaging with vulnerable children to  
enhance their resilience

• �Transplanting innovative and effective 
strategies

• �Helping families with multiple and complex 
needs to nurture and protect their children

• �Facilitating inter-professional and cross-
sectoral collaboration.

• �Building the capacity of drug and alcohol 
services and homelessness services to  
meet the needs of children at risk of abuse  
or neglect.

To nurture a new generational cohort of 
researchers focused on protecting and  
assisting vulnerable children and their families, 
the Centre’s scholarship program supports  
PhD students from a range of disciplines. 
Current PhD projects include: school retention 
for at-risk young people; relationships between 
family workers and parents of vulnerable 
children; cross-cultural issues in child  
protection; playfulness in preschool children  
at risk of child abuse and neglect; and the 
factors influencing parental contact with 
children in out of home care.
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Preventing child abuse 
and neglect is our 
highest priority – the 
cost of prevention in 
both dollar terms and 
the impact on children 
and society are much 
less than dealing 
with the devastating 
consequences of child 
abuse and neglect.

Our research and  
development priorities.
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The role of nurses and midwives is paramount 
in preventing child abuse and neglect, being 
among the few professions to engage with all 
families in the transition to parenthood.

Early in the life of the Centre, nurse home 
visiting to vulnerable parents with new babies 
was identified as a major priority in terms of 
research, professional development and policy 
advocacy. There were two reasons for this. 
Firstly, international research suggested that 
nurse home visiting, starting in pregnancy or 
shortly after the birth of a baby, and continuing 
for up to two years, can have major short and 
long term benefits. These include reduced child 
abuse and neglect, fewer accidental injuries, 
more complete immunisation programs, 
better school performance and reduced drug 
dependency in adolescence. The second and 
very important reason was that the window of 
opportunity for such programs in Australia was 
beginning to open, and so any work we did 
was likely to have maximum impact.

Consequently, one of the Centre’s first research 
projects was conceived. With the support of  
our partners, the Aboriginal Health Council of 
South Australia, the South Australian Children, 
Youth and Women’s Health Service, the 
Department of Families, Housing, 

Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, 
and Nunkuwarrin Yunti, our researchers 
investigated how mothers of Aboriginal infants 
were responding to the new South Australian 
Family Home Visiting Program. The findings 
demonstrated how the service was able to 
engage Aboriginal families effectively, which 
is essential knowledge for policy makers and 
those developing and delivering such services.

With these research findings, the Centre 
promoted the benefits of sustained nurse  
home visiting services through numerous 
keynote addresses at national conferences, 
opinion pieces for national print media and 
national radio interviews. The knowledge 
derived from these projects was also directly 
fed into State and Federal Government circles 
(for example, through our participation in the 
advisory body for the Nurse Family Partnership 
initiative of the Office of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Health). 

Concurrently, the Centre was pursuing its 
Professionals Protecting Children strategy with 
a broad range of professions, including nursing. 
In partnership with the Council of the Deans 
of Nursing and Midwifery in Australia and 
New Zealand, the Centre mapped the child 
protection related curriculum content of nursing 
and midwifery courses across Australia. 

With a number of major gaps highlighted,  
a national roundtable of Deans of Nursing  
and Midwifery and leading nurse educators 
explored the areas requiring strengthening,  
and developed strategies to address these at  
a national level. 

Recognising that both the existing and the 
future nursing and midwifery workforce 
needed to enhance their knowledge and 
skills to enable them to fulfil their potential in 
preventing child abuse and neglect, the Centre 
approached the philanthropic sector for support. 
Subsequently, a grant was received from The 
Ian Potter Foundation to develop a range of 
DVD documentaries and curriculum resources 
to demonstrate how nurses and midwives can 
lower key psycho-social risk factors associated 
with child abuse and neglect. These include 
addressing stressors during pregnancy, facilitating 
close parent-infant attachment in hospital and 
home environments, and strengthening social 
support at the local community level for families 
with young children. 

The approach the Centre has taken with 
nursing and midwifery is a model for our 
other work across a broad range of disciplines 
and service sectors. We hope to secure future 
philanthropic support to enable this across 
other fields.

An example of our integrated approach. 

This innovative 
project has great 
alignment with the 
Foundation’s emphasis 
on innovation and 
the prevention and 
elimination of serious 
problems such as child 
abuse and neglect on 
a national basis.

Mrs Janet Hirst 
Chief Executive Officer 
The Ian Potter Foundation

The research, professional education and community engagement roles of the Centre are  
closely integrated, so that the different threads of activities are interwoven and complementary.  
This is illustrated through our work in the field of nursing and midwifery. 



“�The Australian Centre for Child 
Protection is giving us hope in 
an area of such despair.  
Its commitment to getting the 
best evidence of how best 
to protect our children and 
manage the complex issues 
facing many at risk families is 
quite inspirational and a model 
for other centres everywhere.”

	� Professor Fiona Stanley AC 
Chair of the Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth 
and Director of Telethon Institute of Child Health Research at the 

University of Western Australia. 

“�In its brief existence,  
The Australian Centre for Child 
Protection has established 
a remarkable record of 
achievement and enterprise. 
It has combined high levels 
of scholarship with effective 
advocacy and policy influence, 
impact through the content 
of curriculum, impact through 
pilot programs, and capacity 
building for the next generation 
of researchers. With appropriate 
financial support, this 
remarkable group will improve 
the way Australia protects its 
most vulnerable children.”

	� Professor Sue Richardson 
Director of the National Institute of Labour Studies,  
Flinders University



“�The Centre is at the forefront  
of child protection policy 
reform in Australia. Key to its 
success is its focus on research 
- building the knowledge base 
about what works for kids, 
and feeding that knowledge 
into the policy process. By 
supporting the Australian 
Centre for Child Protection, 
you’re supporting a brighter 
future for Australian kids.”

	 Commissioner Gillian Calvert  
	 NSW Commissioner for Children and Young People



Strengthening our  
work into the future.
Engage with us

For more information about our research, consultancy services or 
collaborative opportunities, please contact Professor Dorothy Scott 
or Dr Fiona Arney at the Centre on +61 8  8302 4030, or visit our 
website www.unisa.edu.au/childprotection 

Our need for support 
The Australian Centre for Child Protection will continue to develop  
the evidence base for preventing and responding effectively to 
child abuse and neglect. This is a long term process requiring 
significant financial and human resources. While a level of financial 
support is likely to continue to be sourced from government, 
philanthropic support is also needed in order to sustain long term 
academic leadership in this important and developing field.  
To achieve this, private sources of support for an endowed Chair  
in Child Well-being, Post-Doctoral Fellowships and PhD 
scholarships are being sought, all of which may be honoured  
with naming rights. 

This support will enable the Australian Centre for Child Protection  
to strive to achieve for Australia’s most vulnerable children what 
wise and loving parents wish for their own children.



www.unisa.edu.au/childprotection 
Telephone +61 8 8302 4030 
Facsimile +61 8 8302 4176 
Email: childprotection@unisa.edu.au 
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