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Information for students interested in applying for entry into the Honours year of the Bachelor of Psychology (Honours)

in 2010 at the University of South Australia
Why do Honours in Psychology?

1. The completion of the Honours Degree offers a more advanced qualification in Psychology than a 3-year Bachelors degree.

Specifically it offers the following:

· Advanced, integrated and comprehensive knowledge in specific areas of Psychology

· Application of theory to practical “real-world” issues

· An opportunity to be involved at a more advanced level in your own learning and the learning of others

· The development of competence in conducting research

It offers the following skills:

· Research

· Critical thinking

· Integrating ideas, constructing scholarly argument

· Professional presentation of work

These will provide you with a higher level qualification when applying for jobs in the following broad fields:


Administration


Research


Project management


Community mental health


Communications


Customer service

2. The Honours Degree provides a prerequisite and training for further study in Psychology

For entry into:

· PhD programs (and Masters by Research)

· Masters of Clinical Psychology programs including specialist Masters programs such as organisational, forensic, health etc.

These Higher Degrees lead to qualifications enabling you to practise as a Clinical Psychologist, or to work in a research-related area or as an academic in a University.

How to apply
Applications can be made online through the following link:

http://www.unisa.edu.au/applyonline/
Once in the Apply Online webpage, click on the link Australian applicants
and proceed from there.

Or if you are an International student, click on the link International students and proceed from there.

Applications will open 7 September 2009.

If you have difficulty locating this link, contact Student and Academic Services.

Program details:

Study option:

“undergraduate or postgraduate”
Program code:

MHPU

Program plan:

HONS-MHPU

Term (Study Period):
1010 (Study Period 2 2010)

Mode: 


Internal

Study load:

Choose “full-time” or “part-time”

If you are already a student of the University of South Australia, your academic transcript will be accessed automatically.  However, if you applying from outside the University, or have completed an undergraduate degree a long time in the past, you will need to provide an official academic transcript.  If you do not have a completed transcript at the present time, please provide a transcript containing your student record to date and then send the finalised one to Maria Arena, Student Academic Services when available.

DUE DATE for Applications: 30 November 2009
Entry requirements
To be admitted to the B Psych Hons Program you need to have completed an APS-accredited sequence in Psychology.

For those of you who have completed the Bachelor of Psychology or Bachelor of  Psychological Science degree at UniSA, you will have completed this sequence as part of your degree. 

If you fulfil this criterion, you will then be ranked on the basis of your performance in your psychology courses completed at 2nd and 3rd year level. 

For those already enrolled in the four-year Bachelor of Psychology (Honours) degree, you will need to have completed the 108 units of the first three years before being able to progress into the Honours year provided you have achieved a GPA of at least 5.0 in your second and third year psychology courses.  You must have successfully completed ALL of the courses of your first three years, and finalised all grades by December in order to be considered for a place in Honours next year.

The number of available places changes from year to year and depends on the number of students progressing from within the four-year Bachelor of Psychology (Hons) and the number of supervisors available in the school. The number of places can range from as few as 10. The top ranked students are then offered the available places.

The University requires a GPA of at least 5 for students to gain entry into an Honours program, however because the number of applicants typically exceeds the number of available places, the cut-off GPA at which places are offered, has been around 5.5+ in past years.  The GPA cut-off varies from year to year depending on the quality and number of applicants, and the number of available places. Last year it was 5.6.

The GPA is calculated as follows:

GPA 
= 
sum of (grade points X course unit values)
            


sum of course unit values

and grade points are aligned with grades as follows:

	Grade points
	UniSA grades

	7
	HD

	6
	D

	5
	C

	4.5
	P1

	4
	P2

	1.5
	F1

	1
	F2


Therefore, if the cut-off at which places are offered in a given year = 5.5, this means you will need a Credit/Distinction average for your 2nd and 3rd year psychology courses to gain a place.
If you have not achieved the minimum GPA of 5.0 that is required, we will not process your application.
After you have submitted your application, you will be notified late in Dec 2009 (some offers may be made later if second-round offers are available, but this does not happen every year).

Please note: offers of places are based on the process outlined above only. Other circumstances are not taken into account.

What to expect in Honours
After being notified you have a place in Honours, read the Honours Program Handbook 2010, which will be available on the school’s Honours program webpage by January. You may also wish to email or make an appointment to meet with the Honours Program Director, Dr Jillian Dorrian, for any advice on enrolment or other matters prior to enrolment, or contact the Honours program support officer Lorelie Ball, phone 8302 4323, email Lorelie.Ball@unisa.edu.au. 
You will also be required to attend the first Honours meeting early in February (before the academic year officially begins) where you’ll learn all about the Honours year and start the important process of finding a supervisor.

Honours is usually completed over one academic year (full-time) or two academic years (part-time).  If you wish to study part-time, you will need to discuss the reasons for this with the Program Director.

For those studying part-time, the course work is usually completed in the first year and the Research Project (thesis) in the second year. Honours Research Methods will need to be completed before or at the same time as the Research Project.

The Honours year is comprised of course work (18 units) and a Research Project (18 units). The courses to be offered in 2010 will most likely include:

Study period 2 (1st Semester):

Psychology Honours Research Project 1 (9 units)

Psychology Research Methods (4.5 units)

Schools of Thought in Psychology (4.5 units)

Study period 5 (2nd Semester):

Psychology Honours Research Project 2 (9 units)

Life Span Developmental Psychology (4.5 units)

Theories of Psychotherapy (4.5 units)

The full-time student will complete 18 units per study period.

Most courses in Honours are presented in 3-hour blocks using a seminar/workshop format.  You will be expected to engage in the discussion of issues and to contribute to the learning of others by presenting work to the class.

The Honours Research Project

You will be required to produce a literature review (4,000 words) and report of a Research Project (6,000 words) that you will conduct under the guidance of a supervisor.  The literature review and research report combined is worth 50% of the year’s final grade.

The topic of your Research Project is to be decided in conjunction with your supervisor.  The Honours Handbook contains a list of staff research interests so it is best to talk to those staff members who have expertise and interests that appeal to you.

You will be asked to speak to potential supervisors during the first three weeks in February.  It is recommended that you speak to at least 3 people. You will then present a ranked list of all potential supervisors you have spoken to, and who have agreed to supervise the topic, to the Program Director.  The Program Director will then allocate supervisors to students.  Every attempt will be made to allocate your first choice, but this may not be possible in all cases as staff have a limit on the number of students they can supervise.

You can start thinking and reading around a research area that interests you but no supervisors will be allocated until February in the year in which you complete your Research Project.

Jill Dorrian

Program Director, Bachelor of Psychology (Honours)
University of South Australia
Room C1-20 Magill Campus

Tel:   (08) 8302 4480

Email: jill.dorrian@unisa.edu.au
www.unisa.edu.au/psychology 
