APPENDIX 10.4

GROUP ASSESSMENT____________________________________

The following headings may be used (as applicable), to assess the context, purpose and members of a group.  

1. Group Purpose

· Consider the development of purpose, how the need was identified – through consultation, with community, other agencies, following requests?

2. Classification of group

· Support, therapy, educational, growth, self help?

· Open or closed group?

· What activities are planned and what is the rationale for these activities?

3. Practitioner’s Role

· Consider – leader, co-leader, teacher, employee of the organisation, contracted to run the group

· What particular rules of guidelines may need to be put in place at the outset?

· Do you intend the group leadership to change or evolve?  In what way?

4. Clients/group members/service users

· Age, gender, ethnicity, class, ability

· Goals/purpose/reason for attending, ie what is the problem?

5. Group composition

· Inclusive or exclusive

· Factors to consider to address diversity

· Will participants be assessed prior to being accepted into the group?

· Numbers/size of group

· Will participants be homogenous or heterogenous in terms of age, gender, ethnicity?

6. Physical setting and timing

· Venue

· Tools – whiteboard, paper etc

· Access – disability, signage, child care etc

· Frequency and duration of meetings

7. Assessing group process

· Behaviours of individuals – develop a profile

· Roles of group members

· Cognitive patterns of individual members – members perceptions of self

· Patterned group behaviour

· Group alliances

· Power and decision making processes

· What theories have informed your group work practice and/or analysis?

· What ethical issues may arise in view of the likely group members and the group’s purpose?

· How are you evaluating the group’s progress?
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