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Aim 
 
The aims in this subject are to: 
• To introduce students to the diversity of social, cultural and political situations in which Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples live  
• To introduce students to the continuing impact of race relations in Australia on Indigenous peoples 
• To provide cultural contexts and Indigenous perspectives on contemporary issues  
• To raise students awareness of the complexity of cross cultural understanding to the past and current wellbeing of 

Indigenous Australians  
 
On completion of this subject students should be able to: 
• understand the demographic, cultural and socio-economic diversity of Indigenous experience in Australia 
• demonstrate the relationship between the history of race relations in Australia and the contemporary socioeconomic 

disadvantage of many Indigenous Australians 
• demonstrate awareness of the complexity of communication  in diverse cross cultural contexts 
• demonstrate an appreciation of the cultural construction of well being and the relevance and value of diverse 

community approaches including traditional kinship, reciprocity and alternative care strategies  
• demonstrate an awareness of the social construction of the politics of dependency; domination and resistance in 

Australia 
• critically explore the long-term impact of government policies on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
• Understand Indigenous perspectives on a range of issues. 
 
By undertaking this subject, students will progress in the development of the following qualities: 
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Syllabus 
Diversity of Indigenous social, economic and political situations, past and present; Demography of the Indigenous populations; 
Issues of  “race”, class and gender; Indigenous contributions to Australian nationhood; Australian racism; Power and powerlessness; 
Constructing Aboriginality, image and identity, reflecting on “whiteness”, cultural hegemony, the role of the media;  Stolen 
generations, Native Title and sovereignty, self-determination, reconciliation - past and contemporary issues in Indigenous contexts; 
Indigenous perspectives on historical and contemporary human service policy and practice. 
 
  
Teaching and Learning Arrangements 
This subject will be delivered flexibly using the following means: 
Internal students:  Lectures and tutorials. 
External students: Distance students are supported with study guide materials, reading booklets, interactive 
teleconferences, and an electronic discussion group.   
 
Assessment 
Journal; annotated bibliography and commentary      1250 words            30% 
Case Study Project  1250 words  30% 
Major Essay   2000 words 40% 
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to be advised 
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