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Aim 
To advance students’ knowledge of a range of social research perspectives and techniques, as well as of the 
theories and values that guide research approaches and methods; and to ensure that students obtain the necessary 
knowledge and skills required of beginning-level social researchers. 
 
On completion of this course the student should be able to: 
• give an account of a range of perspectives on social research and critically evaluate their purposes and 

application 
• demonstrate a knowledge of the methodologies, basic logic, values, theories, concepts, principles and 

methods of social research 
• develop and articulate the logic of research methods and designs, formulate research plans and select designs 

appropriate to their specific research problem(s) 
• achieve adequate knowledge of the statistical computer software used to analyse and present data 
• interpret data from a variety of sources in the exploration and explanation of their identified research 

problem(s) 
• demonstrate awareness of ethical issues in the context of social research 
• formulate appropriate research designs related to the data generated from social work/community practice 
 
By undertaking this course, students will progress in the development of the following qualities: 
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6 
Communicate 
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Indicative unit 
weighting 1.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.5 

 
Syllabus 
Social theories; positivism and post-positivism; critical theory; research design; ethics in research; quantitative 
and qualitative methods; research methodology; triangulation; data collection; data analysis; communicating 
research findings. 
 
Teaching and learning arrangements 
This course is delivered in a 5 day (1 week) period in February.  The course contains 5 (1 hour) lectures and a 
series of research design activities to develop students’ research methodology knowledge and skills.  The course 
requires pre-reading to be undertaken in order for students to be familiar with methodologies and to have a 
designated area for research that they can develop during the course. 
 
Assessment  
Research Proposal (3000 words) 70% 
Essay (1500 words) 30% 
 
Textbook 
S. Sarantakos (1998) Social Research ,2nd Ed, Melbourne,  
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