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Prerequisite(s)
All third year courses.

Aim
To enable students to critically analyse the development of policies and services in relation to the elderly people
and to examine social work practice issues which arise with this diverse population.

On completion of this course students should be able to:

= critically analyse the diversity of the ageing population in Australia and the complexity of responsive,
appropriate service delivery;

= give an account of current policy trends in aged care in Australia and with an international perspective;

= analyse the implication of ageing from the perspective of individuals, families and social networks;

= examine the diversity of need for older people which recognises cultural diversity, social inequality,
marginality and the impact of complex health and social conditions;

= explore social workers involvement in aged care service delivery and adaptability of intervention
approaches to this diverse population;

= engage in the examination of ethical issues arising from professional social work practice in aged care.

By undertaking this course, students will progress in the development of the following qualities:
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Demographic trends, complexity of aged population, cultural specificity and ageing; ethnocentrism; policy
trends; implication of individual responsibility and the ageing process; demands on family, elderly people as
contributors to society; social work interventions for aged care; value of aged care as a practice arena;
professional challenges; ethical dilemmas; international trends.

Teaching and learning arrangements
This course will be delivered using the following means:
Four day workshop

Assessment
On line journal incorporating an Evidence based paper (2000 words) 50%
Critical policy analysis (2000 words) 50%
Textbook(s)

Set of readings.
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