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Aim

To critically analyse the family as a social institution using sociological and philosophical theories and concepts in
order to explore the implications for ethical human service provision in the Australian context.

On completion of this course students should be able to:

= critically analyse the family as a social institution;

= analyse the impact of relevant socio-cultural variables including class, gender, ethnicity, religion and other
cultural practices;

= critically analyse contested discourses on, and theoretical approaches to, the family;

= identify and critically evaluate relevant values and philosophical assumptions underpinning current family
service provision;

= identify and assess contemporary issues taking into account the needs of specific target groups.

By undertaking this course, students will progress in the development of the following qualities:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Graduate Body of Life long Effective Work alone Ethical Communicate International
Quality knowledge learning problem solving and in teams action effectively Perspective
Indicative unit
weighting 2.5 0.5 - - 1.0 - 0.5
Syllabus

The family as a social institution in the Australian context using sociological and philosophical theories and
concepts; the family and the state; changing family demographics; children, families and communities; contested
theories of family, language and discourses; current issues including: Indigenous families, family violence,
children’s rights and child protection, reunification; cultural diversity and families including gender construction and
sexuality; religion; values and philosophical assumptions; international comparisons.

Teaching and learning arrangements

This course will be delivered using the following means:
Internal — weekly lectures and tutorials

External — online study guide

Assessment

Journal Part 1 (3 x 300 words) 15%
Essay (1 x 1800 words) 50%
Journal Part 2 (6 x 300 words) 35%

Textbook
Internal — e-readings
External — e-readings and book of readings
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