
Colloid, Interface and Surface Analysis Techniques
- Single Source for the Solutions to Your Problems

Overview

The Ian Wark Research
Institute (The WarkTM) is
named in honour of the
eminent Australian scientist Sir
Ian Wark. The institute is
internationally recognised for
its research and education
excellence in colloids and
nanostructures, materials and
environmental surface science,
bio- and polymer interface
science and minerals
processing. The Wark is the
Australian Research Council
Special Research Centre for
Particle and Material
Interfaces and is housed in
two modern, state-of-the-art
buildings at the Mawson Lakes
Campus of the University of
South Australia.

The Scientific Services sector of
The Wark manages a full
range of analytical
instrumentation and boasts
strong and well-established
consultancy ties with a
number of industries and
academia located both in
Australia and overseas. The
Scientific Services team
possesses a unique group of
professionals committed to
working with industry,
understanding client needs
and helping to solve problems
to achieve desired targets in
the most efficient and
economical manner.

Mission

The colloid and interface
scientist is now a specialist
within a team working on far
reaching problems that will
determine the economic
future of Australian and
global industries. 

The aim of Scientific Services is
to benefit the colloid and
interface scientist or relevant
industry by providing
resources such as research
expertise and the facilities
necessary to improve materials
performance and the
understanding and application
of colloids and interfaces in a
number of diversified settings.
Scientific Services offer rapid
turnaround and flexible
problem solving capabilities;
however some problems may
require a more intensive
program of research and
development over the medium
to long term.
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• Raman Spectrometer
(Renishaw Model 1000
possessing 3 laser
wavelengths: 532nm, 633nm
and 785nm). Raman
spectroscopy provides a
molecular fingerprint of a
sample, allowing
identification of unknown
molecules in applications as
diverse as forensics and
materials science. The
instrument is equipped with
a microscope and a Total

Internal Reflectance (TIR)
cell for studying the
adsorption in situ at the
solid-liquid interface.
Regions as small as 4µm2

may be selected for analysis
directly from the optical
view through the
microscope.

• Nanoindenter (UMIS 2000).
This is an excellent tool to
measure the mechanical
properties of thin surface
films on nanometer length
scales. More specifically, the
nanoindenter makes a small
indentation on the surface
of a material to measure
properties such as wear,
thickness, hardness and
elasticity. Elastic modulus
and deformation behaviour
are determined from an
analysis of the force vs.
displacement response
measured during
indentation of the material. 

Surface Modification
Modification of surfaces
allows for the production of
far superior products in terms
of reduced wear, increased
corrosion resistance, improved
optical properties and better
biocompatibility to name a
few. Obviously, as surface
modification methods
improve, there are many more
possible applications of such
surface tailoring methods.
Listed below are the key

surface modification facilities
available at The Wark to
benefit interested parties:

• Multi-Station Vacuum
Coating Unit (The Wark
design). This instrument
enables fabrication of single
or multiple layer structures
of thin film coatings of a
wide range of compositions. 

One of the 3 stations
contains a microwave-
powered plasma deposition
unit allowing deposition of
plasma polymer coatings at
unprecedented rates of up
to 300nms-1. 

Such high deposition rates
makes it feasible to consider
economic application of
plasma polymer coatings of
several µm or even several
tens of µm thickness. The
other two stations enable
deposition of ceramic and
metallic coatings. Dual
vapour delivery can be used
to deposit alternating
coating structures or
coatings with graded
compositions. The larger

deposition chamber can
hold and coat substrates
with dimensions of up to
400 x 500mm.

• Plasma Reactors (Harrick
PDC-32G and The Wark
design). Used to promote an
assortment of surface
reactions/modifications via
the introduction of various
gases and vapours. They are
also used as an elegant
surface cleaning tool.

• UV Spectroirradiator (Jasco
MM3 Diffraction grating
type illuminator). A 300W
xenon lamp generates a
continuous range of
wavelengths between
220nm and 700nm which
can be utilised in different
ways. Firstly as ‘white’ light
(the full, unfiltered range of
wavelengths) and secondly
as monochromatic light by
‘dialing-up’ the wavelength
of interest. Particularly

useful in studying the
photochemistry of modified
photo-responsive surfaces.

Confidentiality Guarantee
Scientific Services ensures
complete confidentiality of
your projects. Confidentiality
agreements are available if
required.
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Analysis Techniques and
Facilities Available to the
Colloid and Interface Scientist

Colloidal Studies
Scientific Services offer a
range of colloidal
characterisation equipment to
aid scientists and industry
alike including:

• Particle Counter and Sizer
(Malvern Accusizer 770A).
Measures particle count and

size information for particles
suspended in a specified
volume of liquid.

• Particle Sizer – Laser
Diffraction (Malvern
Mastersizer). Provides
average particle size results
over a particle size
distribution range of 0.1µm
to 600µm.

• Dynamic Light Scattering
Laser Photometer
(Brookhaven Instruments).
Capable of measuring the
particle size and particle size
distribution of colloidal
dispersions in the range of 1
to 1000nm (0.001 to 1µm).

• Static Light Scattering Laser
Photometer (Wyatt
Technology DAWN DSP-F).
This is a multi-angle laser
light scattering photometer
equipped with a Wyatt
Optilab 903 Interferometric
Refractometer. It has the
capability to measure
weight average molecular
weight (from below

1000gmol-1 up to hundreds
of million gmol-1), radius of
gyration (from ~10nm up to
larger than 1µm) and the
second virial coefficient
(solvent – polymer
interaction parameter) for
polymers and
macromolecules in solution.

• Particle Contact Angle
Meter (The Wark
design). Measures the
equilibrium capillary

pressure (ECP) of liquids in
packed particle beds (or in
porous media) from which
the particle contact angle
can be derived. Ideal for
particles possessing a
narrow size distribution in
the range 20µm to 500µm.

• Phase Analysis Light
Scattering (PALS) Apparatus
(UniSA design). Uses laser
light to measure the
electrophoretic mobility of
colloidal dispersions in
aqueous and non-aqueous
media down to at least 10-
11m2s-1V-1. From the
electrophoretic mobility
data, the zeta potential and
hence stability information
of the colloidal system can
be established.

• Stress Controlled
Rheometers (Rheometrics
SR5000 with pressure cell
attachment and TA Rheolyst
AR1000N). Used in the
characterisation of viscosity
and elasticity of fluids
(polymer melts, suspensions
and emulsions) in a

temperature range of -90˚C
to +400˚C.

Interfacial and Surface
Analysis
Interfaces and surfaces play an
important role in many
technical processes and
products. Structures on the
microscopic and molecular
levels often have a strong
influence on the macroscopic
properties of products and
developments. Listed below
are the key surface analysis
techniques available at The
Wark to benefit the (bio)
interface and surface scientist:

• Surface Force Apparatus
(SFA - The Wark design). 
The instrument is capable of
measuring the forces
between two molecularly
smooth surfaces made of
mica in vapors or liquids
with a sensitivity of a few
millidynes (10 nN) and a
distance resolution of about
0.1nm. These flat smooth
surfaces of mica can be

covered to obtain the force
between different materials.

• Atomic Force Microscope
(AFM) (Digital Instruments
Nanoscope AFM Mark III).
This instrument measures
the surface morphology of
samples and forces between
the probe tip and a surface.
Experiments can be
conducted in air or in
solution. Contact and
tapping modes are

available. Two scanners are
available, "E" scanner -
14x14µm XY scan range,
3µm Z scan range and the
"J" scanner - 110x110µm XY
scan range, 6µm Z scan
range.

• Imaging Ellipsometer
(Beaglehole). The Imaging
Ellipsometer can follow
dynamic phenomena in real
time, such as the spreading
of drops on liquid and solid
surfaces, and surface
chemical reactions. The
system can also be used as a
Brewster Angle Microscope
for video intensity
measurements at up to 100
frames per second. An
ellipsometric image of the
sample surface allows
measurement of layer
thicknesses smaller than the
wavelength of the
illuminating light. 

• Spectral Reflectometer
(Filmetrics F-20). Used for
measuring film thickness in
the 100nm-20µm range on
transparent solid samples.
The sample can be as small
as 1cm2. This instrument also
measures the refractive
index and the extinction
coefficient of the thin film.

• Wilhelmy Wetting Balance
(The Wark design). The
Wilhelmy balance is useful

for measuring the interfacial
tension of liquid/gas and
liquid/liquid systems as well
as dynamic and static
contact angles on flat
surfaces, fibres or spheres. It
employs a Cahn 2000
analytical balance
(sensitivity 10-9 – 15N) and a
motorised platform to raise
and lower the liquid sample
at velocities in the range
0.0005-20mms-1 over 150mm
of travel.

• Optical Microscope
equipped with an Olympus
BH2 metallurgical
microscope, Sony low light
CCD camera and Optimus
image analysis system. Used
for measuring particle size,
shapes and surface deposits
(>1µm).

• Galia Image Analysis System
equipped with an Olympus
BH2 + Microtechnics colour
CCD. Permits digitised
images from optical
microscopy, STM and AFM
with enhanced resolution
and contrast allowing for
easy quantification. 

• Time-of-Flight Secondary Ion
Mass Spectrometer (TOF-
SIMS - Physical Electronics
TRIFT II). The technique has

ultra-high sensitivity to
surface layers (one atomic
thickness), and detection of
atomic concentrations in the
high ppb range. Surface
layers of insulating
materials, including
minerals, polymers, organic,
and biological materials, can
be analysed readily
(including depth profiling).
The instrument also allows
imaging of secondary ions
to 0.1mm spatial resolution. 

• X-Ray Photoelectron
Spectrometer (XPS - Kratos
Axis Ultra). Exceptional
technique commonly used
for investigating elements in
the outermost atomic layers
of materials and is used to
quantitatively determine
valence states, bonding
environments and the
elemental composition of
surface layers 1-5nm in
depth. XPS also enables
both depth profiling and
surface element and
chemical state mapping. This
instrument has the ability to

acquire very high energy
resolution spectra and can
perform chemical imaging
at high spatial resolution
down to dimensional scales
of a few microns.

• High Resolution Scanning
Electron Microscope (SEM -
Camscan CS44FE). This
instrument can produce
images of a surface with a
finely focused electron
beam. The achievable

magnification of the SEM is
typically around several
hundreds of thousands
times, enabling detection of
features that are 1nm apart.
This instrument is equipped
with an energy dispersive x-
ray spectrometer (EDS) to
perform quantitative
elemental analysis.

• Synchrotron Radiation
Analysis. The Wark routinely
accesses synchrotron
facilities around the world
including BESSY (Berlin,
Germany), the Advanced
Photon Source (Chicago,
USA), Aladdin (USA), NSRRC
(Taipei, Taiwan), the Photon
Factory (Tsukuba, Japan)
and soon the Canadian
Light Source (Saskatoon,
Canada). The unique,
controllable properties of
synchrotron light enable a
large range of analyses that
are conventionally difficult
due to detection limits,
spatial and/or spectral
resolution and light
intensity. Some

measurements may only be
performed using a
synchrotron source.
Techniques commonly
employed include
synchrotron radiation XPS
(SR-XPS), soft and hard x-ray
absorption spectroscopies
(XANES, EXAFS), micro-x-ray
fluorescence spectroscopy
(µ-XRF) and x-ray micro-
tomography (µ-CT). All of
these techniques will be
available at the Australian

Synchrotron which is
presently under
construction. Synchrotron
techniques are especially
powerful when combined
with the conventional array
of instrumental
measurement available at
The Wark.

• Fourier Transform Infrared
Spectrometer (FTIR - Nicolet
Magna 750). Used to
identify a variety of surface
chemical functional groups,
analyse molecular adsorbed
species and surface
oxidation. The FTIR can be
used in a number of modes
including: Photo-acoustic,
DRIFT, ATR, specular
reflectance and single
reflectance.


