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Mark Daniel arrived in Adelaide in September 2007 as Professor and Research Chair for
Social Epidemiology. Previously, he was Associate Professor and Canada Research Chair for
Population Health, Département de médecine sociale et préventive, Faculté de médecine,
I’Université de Montréal, Canada. Prior to Montréal, he was Assistant Professor of Health
Behavior & Epidemiology in the School of Public Health, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, USA. He completed his PhD in Health Care & Epidemiology at the University
of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. Mark’s primary expertise is in the areas of (i)
social and chronic disease epidemiology, (ii) disease prevention, and (iii) environmental
effects on health through person-place interactions. His research targets an understanding of
the biological pathways between social and physical environs and human health, focusing on
population resources and opportunities, social standing, contextual stressors, allostatic load,
and psychosocial and behavioural mediators of the link between context and outcomes such as
metabolic syndrome, obesity, cardiometabolic diseases, HIV/AIDS and adverse births.

Mark has directed 11 PhD students and 12 MSc students, and six postdoctoral fellows. He
has local and international research opportunities for interested students in the areas of health
and place (‘neighbourhood’) research, particularly: the development and use of environmental
measures for assessment of area-level resources, opportunities and conditions of living; use of
GIS — geographic information systems — and geospatial methods in multi-level health surveys;
urban area effects on cardiometabolic diseases, obesity and behaviours including dietary fat
consumption, physical activity and smoking; and use of biomarkers for estimating the impact
of environmental stressors. Other opportunities exist for students interested in epidemiologic
analysis of Indigenous health outcomes, and the development, implementation and evaluation
of disease prevention intervention projects with both Indigenous and mainstream populations.
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