
 

Date:     Thursday 5 November 2009 
 

Time:     4.30 - 7.00pm 
 

Venue:   Union House (Level 4, Eclipse Room) 
      University of Adelaide 
               (North Terrace campus) 
                                    

Registration 4.15pm for 4.30pm start 
 

Food & drink provided after conclusion of talks 
 

All Welcome - Free admission 

RSVP by Monday 2 November 
anne.jurisevic@adelaide.edu.au (email preferable) 

  (08) 8303 8222 

SPEAKERS 
 

Professor Robert Norman 
Are we heading to reproductive extinction? 
Director, The Robinson Institute, University of Adelaide 

 
A/Professor Manny Noakes 
Nutrition, obesity and pregnancy - opportunities or risks in weight management    
Senior Research Dietitian, CSIRO Food and Nutritional Sciences 

 
Dr C D McCormack 
Recurrent miscarriages and predicting the risk in 2009   
Senior Consultant, Discipline of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Women‟s and Children‟s Hospital 

 
A/Professor Claire Roberts 
It takes two and much more for successful pregnancy 
The Robinson Institute, Research Centre for Reproductive Health, University of Adelaide 
 
CHAIR 

Dr Janna Morrison 
Co-Head, Early Origins of Adult Health Research Group, Sansom Institute for Health Research, 
University of South Australia 

 

 

 

Fertility and infertility - trials and tribulations 
 

 

This event supported by  

                   A Research & Innovation Cluster in South Australia 



Speaker Profiles 
 

Professor Robert Norman is Director of The Robinson Institute and the Principal Research Director in the Discipline of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the 
University of Adelaide. Rob has also been Co-Convenor of Healthy Development Adelaide since its establishment in 2004. Rob is an active clinician and a 
subspecialist in reproductive medicine and fertility, Fellow of the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, and Fellow of the 
Royal Australian College of Pathologists. He has produced world class results in fertility and reproductive biology and is one of the world‟s most respected au-
thorities on reproductive health and science. He leads a world class group of more than 350 researchers in the areas of reproductive health and regenerative 
medicine and has been named in 2007 by the NHMRC as one of Australia's 10 great minds in Australian research. He is Chief Investigator on the NHMRC 
Program Grant entitled „Periconceptual foundations for a healthy start to life' funded for $10.4 million over 5 years. He has published extensively in the areas of 
reproductive medicine including: polycystic ovary syndrome, assisted reproductive technology, ovarian function, human chorionic gonadotrophin and the role of 
cytokines in reproduction. He is the 2009 South Australian Scientist of the Year, won at the prestigious SA Science Excellence Awards. 

 
 
A/Professor Manny Noakes is the Research Program Leader within CSIRO Food and Nutritional Sciences. Manny graduated from Adelaide University in 
1973 with a BSc, obtained her qualifications as a dietitian at Flinders University in 1977 and PhD in 2000. Manny is currently responsible for capability manage-
ment for the Food Nutrition and Health Science Program as well as being the Stream Leader for Diet and Lifestyle Programs within the CSIRO Preventative 
Health Flagship. Manny has over 30 years experience in nutrition and published over 100 scientific papers. She has a strong interest in dietary patterns for 
weight management including the role of protein and other dietary factors in appetite regulation. Manny is co-author of the CSIRO Total Wellbeing Diet which 
has sold over 1 million copies in Australia and has received several awards in recognition of her research excellence including 2 CSIRO medals and an Out-
standing Achievement Alumni Award by Flinders University. 
 
  
Dr. C D McCormack. BSc. MBChB. FCOG (SA) FRANZCOG. Dee McCormack did her undergraduate training in Cape Town, South Africa, and then worked in 
Trauma with the Helicopter Rescue Service for two years in Johannesburg, before going to a rural hospital for a two year stint. She then returned to Cape Town 
and did two years of Paediatric Day Surgery, before entering the Obstetric and Gynaecology Training Rotation. Post Fellowship, she spent two years doing 
Obstetric and Gynaecology Ultrasound before going to Saudi Arabia for 5 and a half years, where she worked in Perinatology. She arrived in Adelaide with her 
husband and three sons in 2005, and is currently a Senior Consultant in Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the Women‟s and Children‟s Hospital. She is currently 
enrolled in a part time PhD and her main research interests are “Recurrent Miscarriages” with particular reference to the PAPO Study (Prediction of Adverse 
Pregnancy Outcomes). 
 

 
 

A/Professor Claire Roberts is the Research Leader of the Placental Development Group within the Research Centre for Reproductive Health, The Robinson 
Institute and Discipline of Obstetrics & Gynaecology at the University of Adelaide. Claire‟s research focuses on cellular and molecular interactions in placental 
differentiation, invasion and function and their impacts on fetal and maternal health. Claire is Scientific Director of the SA SCOPE (SCreening fOr Pregnancy 
Endpoints) project which aims to develop predictive tests for couples‟ risks for complications of late pregnancy (preeclampsia, intrauterine growth restriction 
and pre-term birth). This research is showing important roles for genes from both parents and maternal lifestyle factors in pregnancy success. Claire is also 
active in promoting scientific and career development of young investigators in her capacity as a member of judging panels for ANZPRA and IFPA New Investi-
gator Awards and the Women‟s and Children‟s Hospital Young Investigator Award.  

    www.adelaide.edu.au/hda 


