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' on the broad lines now so generally fol-
lowed receives Mr, Dawson’s almost un-
qualified approval. If any exception is
“made it is to recommend, in place of the
attempts now made to accurately copy an
existing map, the cultivation of the ability
to make rapid sketches of districts, coun-
tries, &c., as iilustrations of the pupils’ own
impressions, derived from experience and
study.
* * * * * *

Nature-study is now the most popular
of all subjects, and Mr. Dawson bears tes-
timony to the zeal and devotion of many
teachers in tMeir efforts to make this study
a living reality. Collections of all sorts
school gardens, ferneries and rockeries, the
cultivation of vegetables, grasses and cer-
eals, and even the irrigation of the land
in arid districts are features to be found
all over the State. TIn places the teacher
is looked upon—and with justice—as an
agricultural authority.  This “boom” in
Nature-study is most gratifying to the
Chief Inspector, who sees in it the possibls
genesis of a race &f yeomen.

* * - * * *

Equally cheerful and optimistic is the
report upon the teaching of art, manual
training—as far as it goes—and science.
Although still in their infancy, the pros-
pects of these three important phases of
school activity are decidedly hopeful, Thz
due development of any one of them in-
volves a large expenditure; hence proeress
for the present can only be very gradual.

* * * * * *

Domestic ecomomv—including needlework
and cookerv—shows an improvement in
the method employed and an extension of
the area over which it was found possible
to provide expert instruction.

* * * * - *

In conclusion, Mr. Dawson says of the
teachers under his care that they “as a
body have worked well in their schools;
they have manifested a very laudable de-
sire to become acquainted with improved
methods and to apply them; they command
in the vast majority of cases the respect
and goodwill of the communities in whick
they are placed.”

Report of the Principal of
the Training Ceollege.

Mr. Mackie has not been satisfied merelv
to report the progress made during the
year under review, he has given, in addi-
tion, a definite outline of a scheme for
future work.

The aims of the college are: to widen as
well as to deepen the general culture of
the students; to impart to them a profes-
sional knowledge of the aims, principles
and methods of teaching; and to embrace
the opportunities offéred for developing
their practical skill.

* * £ = *

An effective training course can only be
organised when the relative importance of
these aims is clearly apprehended. The
pre-college course must be primarily cul-
tural, the college course itself must be
chiefly professional or technical in charac-
ter, though culture must still be widened
and deepened. The widening of the stu-
dents’ culture is best gained %rrorn a studs
of subjects not directly useful in class
teaching; and its deepening by a further
study of primary and secondary school
subjects pursued in direct relation to the
study of method and to the practice work
of the student. Hitherto, the prelimin-
ary culture of the student has been laggely
imperfect; consequently the professional
character of the college-course has suffered.

For the student of the future the follow-
ing entrance qualifications are essential;
First, the attainment of a leaving certifi-
cate representing a well-balanced secondary
school course of four or five years. Stu-
dents before entering college should have
gone through a graduated course in kle-
mentary Science; and it is desirable that
the Entrance Examination and the Uni-
versity Matriculation Examination should
be assimilated, in order to lighten the stu-
dent’s burden.

* * * * » *

To the student preparing for entrance i
is not necessary or desirable that he
should receive much training in the know-
ledge or practice of teaching. He should
have some acquaintance with school work
and routine, but the technical work should
be given, not so much with a view to the
development of teaching capacity, as i
the detection of natural ineptitude, should
it exist. Mr. Mackie thinks that the
proper place for this work is after the
completion cf the entrance examination
and during the three months preceding the
Collzge Course.

* * s * * *

The College courses of study proposed

for 1908 are:—

Firsr Year Coursts.

(a) A University course for matric-
ulated students; in addition, the
professional parts of the ordinary
college course.
A purely professional course for
such students as have already
graduated. )
An ordinary course for the re-
maining students, in English,
Education, Latin or  French,
Sciesce  and  Nature - Study,
‘Mathematics, History, Geo-
graphy, Drawing, Hygiene, Man-
ual Training, Music and  Voice
Training, Observation, and Prac-
tice' of Teaching.
Seconp YEAr CoURsEs.
Ordinary Education, = English,
Drawing and Manual Work,
Music and Voice Training are
compulsory. Two optional sub-
jects of the following: Mathe-
matics, Latin, French, History,
(seaxraphv:. aad  Nature-Study,
Physics and Chemistry.
Special courses are laid down
at Hurlstone Agricultural
College, for infant and kin-
dergarten school students, and
for undergraduates at the Uni-
versity d
TurD YEAR COURSES.
To allow the student to complete
his Arts course, or !
To allow the student to special-
ise on one or more conmected
subjects of instruction,
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(2)

(a)
(b)

Australian School
Books

For Australian School Children
In Public and Private Schools.

Australian  Publishers are now able to
supply all the wants of Schaol Children in
the way of Text Books and Reading Books.
We oursclves rank amongst the leaders of
this class of publishing, and we are safe in
saying wec bave kept pace with all scholas-
tic requirements, as a perusal of the follow-

- ing comprehensive list will show:—

SYLLABUS GRAPHS (just out) show how to make
Graphs of Records, Contours, Startistics, etc. Nu-
merous examples based on the latest Local and
National Figures, Price (Post Free), 1/s.

ARITHMETICAL PROBLEMS and LITERAL SYM-
BOLS (just out), Book 1, for second, third, and
fourth classes; price 6d. Book =2, for fifth and
sixth classes; price 6d. ANSWERS for all classes
in one book;: price 4d.

STORIES FROM AUSTRALIAN HISTORY. The bock
is written in a pleasant and breezy style, which will
hold the interest of the young, and teach all that
is requisite to make of them proudly patriotic Aus-
tralians. Price, 1/

ENGLISH A FOR 1008 —A TALE OF TWO CITIES,
by Charles Dickens, Unabrideed edition, with life
of author, brief sketch of Plot. Historical Notes,
Glossary, etc,, by S Smith, Inspector of Public
Schnols. ' Cloth Cover, price gd.; paper, price 7d.
(past “free).

THE SYLLABUS MATHEMATICS, for »nd, 3rd, ath,
and sth Classes. These aze splendid books, and
equal to any published, Prices, 3d., 6d., od., and

15, each. Answers, 2d,, 3d, ad:, and 6d. ecach.
GrOCRAPMIES FOR YOUMNG AUSTRALIANS. Accu-
rate, comprehensive, and delightfully attractive.
Written hy an Australiam for Australian Schools
First book 6d., second /-, 3rd 1f3, 4th 1/6.
OOMMERSIAL GRENCGRAPHY OF THE WORLD, with
e d chart of trade rootes. Every child in the
= class shonld be provided with a copy of this
Trice 1/6 .
eTORY STORIES, for Junior, Interme-
Seninr Clasees. Taachers who have them
in use sav that their pupils have fo'nd in these
steries o delightfu' study. Price, 1f- each.
RMOOKS SEMIAR HISTORY. for General Study in
enicr  and  Fxemination Clesses. It is caoal to
the histories costing from 3/6 to &/- each. Price /-

Besides the ahove we are publishers of Reading
Books, Spelling Books, Date Books, Cookery Books,
Works on Civics, Physieal Geography, and mnumerous
other subjects which are being taught in our schools
every day.

William Brooks & Co., Ltd.,

——Scholastic Publishers and Booksellers,——

17 Castlereagh St., Sydney.

It will be seen that this scheme is trans-
itional in its nature. In 1909 iturther
modifications will be made with the view
of realiging the true aims of a well-or-
ganised system of training. The neces-
sity for more thorough professional tramn-
ing will become more pressing, Mr. Mackie
says, as the supply of pupil teachers comes
to an end.

* PR *

The report also embraces the arrange-
ments made for the attendance of students
at the various practice schools and ths

ARTISTIC WALL DECORATIONS.

Graceful Designs, Exquisite Colorings, Stylish High Art Friezes
EXCLUSIVE PATTERNS.

|| WRITH OR CALL FOR SAMPLES. |

JAMES SANDY & CO,,

(ESTABLISHED 1888)

Plate and Bbeet

Glass Merchants

COIXI. ANID COLORE NMIE N,

326 & 328 GEORGE STREET. Ca rer i e

Glass Department—Ash-street,



