pust 15, 19006.

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

13 -

yi ney Training College.

fhis year there are nearly 190 students,
gand women, in the Sydney Training
The office of Principal has not
bbeen permanently filled, but applications
e been received for the position from
Britain, America, and the Australian
The Principal will not probably
fer upon his duties until next year, and
il he does so, things will naturally to a
tat extent be hanging fire.  But mean-
file efforts are being made to bring the
gllege somewhat into line with modern
ptions of the nature and scope of the
of a Training College.
e students are divided into four sec-
and are doing academic work in
, French, English, History, Mathe-
cs, Nature Study, and Art. The men
dents (the College is co-educational)
e Science at the Technical College, and
ual Training = (woodwork) at Fort
eet. Lectures in Psychology, History
i Education, and Educational Method sup-
iy the theoretical side of the students’
ofessional training. -
“Perhaps some account of the practical
ing in teaching will be welcome. ‘This
e of the work of the Training College is
g stressed more than hitherto. The
ple of the Blackfrairs Superior Public
ool has been converted into the Practice
0ol under one head. In it kindergarten,
primary, and primary work is being
ied out. FEach week thirty-six stu-
fents go into the Practical School for prac-
feal training. ‘T'wo (a man and a woman)
dre attached to each class for a week. Each
hass is in charge of a critic teacher, who
the bulle of the teaching of the class
and directs the work of the students at-
ed to the class. Very full weekly pro-
mes of work are made out by the class
ers, and a copy is taken of this by
the students before they begin their week’s
ndance in the Practice School.  This
mables them to become familiar with their
and its work without delay. Each
udent gives one lesson daily, which is care-
filly prepared beforehand. During the
7est of the day he observes the handling
of the class by the critic teacher, and takes
fotes of the methods, &c., adopted. Points
are discussed as they arise, with the object
of making the student think and realise the
principles which underlie the teaching. At
end of the week, the students summarise
ir impressions of the week’s experience
I the Practice School.
5 Four afternoons are devoted to criticism
flessons, w.e., one to each section.  Criti-
tism lessons are given by two students to
fthe class they have been with for a week.
hese lessons are an integral part of the
iweek's work for the class, and not an in-
ferruption of it.  They are given in the
ipresence of the students of the section, of
dhe critic teacher, and of the principals of
the Practice School and College. A strong
deavour is made to make the criticisms
Ipful and suggestive.
 The present-year students do not look
fupon the Practice School work as such work
tyas wont to be regarded bv students a few
vears back. It was the custom then to look
tipon the week in the Practice School as an
ampertinent interference with the student’s
soroper work of academic study, even at the
fest, and at the worst it was a nightmare
struggle with an unmanageable class.
irit of the new education has altered all
ithat, and the students, almost without ex-
keption, regard practical training in teach-
bing as the most important part of their work
the College.
i In the Practice School the teaching does
irot aim at showiness, but at common-sense
soundness. It is an attempt to teach from
ithe point of view that character is the great
faim of cducation; that intelligence is more
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than information; and that the teacher
should aim at no less than the preparation
of his pupils for complete living.

The greatest interest is being shown by
the students in the kindergarten. Believ-
ing that kindergarten contains the germs of
all sound teaching, the Principal %as put
men and women alike‘into the kindergarten
room, and one of the happiest auguries for
the future is the vim with which the young
men have gone into kindergarten games and

occupations, and the very great skill they
have shown in handling the toddlers. After
spending a day in the Practice School, a
visitor recently said, “I was most of allim-
pressed by the way the students entered
into the kindergarten work.”

We have been promised some notes of
work in the Practice School from month
to month. These should prove of interest
and service to some of our readers who feel
their isolation in matters educational.
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MANUAL ALPHABET.

Double Hand.
A a - Bb —--Cc ] Dd

Owing to the many applications for printed copies of the “ Mauaual Alphabet,” we
have been asked by the Department of Public Instruction to publish the above.

A Primer of French Phonetics

By Prof. LDW. PERIER.

The Department of Public Instruction has adopted this work a®
text-book for the lectures given by its author to the studeats of

the Training Colleges and Superior Public Schools,

MNote that, through its simple phonetic notation and well selected
exercises, anyone, without a tutor, ean master the language with

its correat pranunciation,
Sent post free on receipt of 2/6 (postage stamps).
A. C. GAERTNER, Agent,
32 Norwich Chambers, Hunter Street.

__TEACHER, in charge
w of good Ninth School
on Great Northern Railway, invites correspondence
with ASSISTANT in Country School, re EXCHANGE

at Michaelmas. Full Particulars on application.
Address—“NEW SYLLABUS,”

P.0., Bolivia.

MARRIED TEACHER,
Country Seventh, wishes EXCHANGE City or Subur-
ban Third Assistant for twelve months, for health

reasons. Large residence (will rent furniture).
Social surroundings. Special allowance.  Suit mar-
ried or single. Address—
“ILL HEALTH,"
G.P.0., Sydney.

ASSISTANT. ——gu!nr.v £90. 5th Class

chool (near line), Sub.-
Metrop. District, wishes to EXCHANGE with one in
similar position, or to small Public School on or near
railway line, not more than 300 miles from Sydney.
“ HEALTH,”

c/o the Editor, *‘Australian Journal of Education.”



