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Friday 25th November 2005
TEACHERS TACKLE RETENTION RATES
South Australian teachers are working with students to come up with innovative ways of encouraging students to stay on at school.
They’re developing ways of keeping kids interested in learning, by making subjects relevant to their lives outside school.

It is part of a collaborative project between UniSA, the Australian Education Union, the Northern Areas State Secondary Principal’s Network, the Social Inclusion Unit and the Australia Research Council called Connecting Lives and Learning.

Thirty teachers from ten schools will present their early research findings into how the project is weaving learning into student’s lives to improve retention rates at a conference to be held at the AEU today.
“The research projects being presented today focus on the challenging years of middle school and how connecting schoolwork to students’ lives before nine and after four can make a difference”, says project research fellow, Dr Brenton Prosser.

“The project focuses on the middle years because research shows that it is during Year Nine as well as the difficult transition between Year Seven and Eight that many students become disengaged in school.
“The teaching professionals involved in this project are passionate about catching kids’ interest, listening to their concerns and connecting with them before they leave school early.

“The projects on show today will demonstrate students and teachers using their everyday experiences to develop new ways of teaching, so that school makes more sense and staying at school seems worth it.”
AEU President Andrew Gohl says an early start to improving school retention is critical.

“Currently all the retention rate data focuses on years 11 and 12, but by then it’s sometimes too late to make a difference. We need to make sure our children really want to learn earlier than that. Learning shouldn’t be a chore, it should be engaging and stimulating, and it’s great to see out teachers using their smarts to keep kids switched on” Mr Gohl says.
“We hope the bright initiatives that these teachers have development to meet their particular challenges might set a standard for teaching across the state and perhaps elsewhere. SA teachers are great innovators and this project shows they continue to lead the way in developing clever new teaching methods.”
The conference will also include addresses by Assoc. Prof. Julian Sefton Green of the University of London (keynote address at 9.30am) and Dr Christopher Walsh of Deakin University (plenary at 3pm). 
The conference at AEU headquarters, 163 Greenhill Road, Parkside begins at 9.30am. 
For interviews contact Brenton Prosser on 0411 100 465, or Andrew Gohl on 0419 822 465.
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