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NEW PROJECT TO KEEP NORTHERN KIDS IN SCHOOL

Today marks the start of a $1m project to tackle low school retention rates in Adelaide’s northern suburbs.

The Connecting Lives and Learning project, holding its first roundtable today, will bring together teachers, students and academics to develop more relevant ways of teaching students in the north. 

“Connecting Lives & Learning is about connecting learning to students’ lives, connecting teachers with the latest research and better connecting primary schooling with senior schooling”, says UniSA research fellow, Dr Brenton Prosser.
“It will help students and teachers use their everyday experiences to develop new ways of teaching, so school makes more sense and staying at school seems worth it.
“The teaching professionals involved in this project are passionate about catching kids’ interest, listening to their concerns and connecting with them before they leave school early.”

The project, the largest of its type in Australia, is a joint venture of the Australian Research Council, UniSA, the Social Inclusion Unit, the AEU and the Northern Suburbs State Secondary Principals Network.
“The Connecting Lives and Learning partnership is an innovative example of schools and universities involved in regional capacity building,” says Dr Prosser.
“Almost half of students in northern suburbs’ schools come from families facing financial difficulty and over one in three leave before completing secondary education.

“What is special about this project is that it supports northern suburbs’ communities to build new ways of tackling these issues, starting in the important middle years of schooling.

“The ten northern suburbs school communities involved in this project are dedicated to turning around early school leaving and low youth unemployment.

“This project is yet another example of the important bridges that are being built between the University of SA and professionals serving the northern suburbs of Adelaide.”

Venue:

1st Floor, Macghey House, AEU, 163 Greenhill Road, Parkside, 4pm.
Contact:
Brenton Prosser 
0411100465 (m)
Brenton.Prosser@unisa.edu.au
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