
Dear <First Name>

We’re writing to ask for your help.  As a graduate of UniSA you know how challenging student life can be, 
particularly when it comes to balancing the budget.  Just imagine how much more difficult it is in our current 
financial environment…  

So, we’ve been thinking of a way to make life a little easier for our students.  All feedback points to the cost of 
books and other resources our students need to succeed. In order to assist the maximum number of students, 
we’ve decided on a campaign to raise money for the UniSA Library. The Library is the University’s key information 
resource for learning, research and scholarship, and by increasing their resources we benefit all our students. 
Each year, our plan is to contact graduates who are celebrating 15 years since graduation and ask them for their 
help with the campaign.  1994 graduates are the first on the list so we are hoping the class of 94 will set a high 
benchmark. 

“I’m sorry”, we hear you say… “Did you just say 15 years since graduation?”  Yes, I’m afraid we did!  Can you 
believe it has been 15 years since your 1994 UniSA Graduation Ceremony?  We can’t! Let’s take a quick trip down 
memory lane… 
  

Flashback to 1994

‘The Badloves’ were playing on the radio… ‘Friends’ was seen for the first time on telly…. Guy Pearce and  
Hugo Weaving were dancing across the desert in platforms while Robyn Williams got in touch with his feminine 
side in Mrs Doubtfire.  ‘You’re terrible, Muriel’ and ‘Life is like a box of chocolates’ became infamous  
catch-phrases… Steven Spielberg’s ‘Schindler’s List’ won 7 Academy Awards and Lisa-Marie Presley and  
Michael Jackson got hitched.

Kurt Cobain committed suicide… Ayrton Senna was killed in the San Marino Formula One Grand Prix and  
former President Richard Nixon and Jackie Kennedy Onassis passed away…. the Azaria Chamberlain case was  
re-opened… and O.J. Simpson was accused of murdering his wife.

Nelson Mandela became President of South Africa, marking the end of apartheid… meanwhile, the Rwandan 
President was assassinated, sparking the Rwandan Genocide and the massacre of over 800,000 Tutsis.  

Closer to home, Australia buckled under crippling drought and NSW experienced its worst bushfires in 50 years… 
Christopher Skase finally surrendered to authorities… and NSW MP, John Newman, was shot in Australia’s first 
political assassination since 1977. In South Australia, Sunday trading finally got the go ahead… Tim Marcus Clark 
faced civil action following the $3B State Bank disaster… Graham Cornes was sacked as coach of the Crows… 
and Port Power was selected to be SA’s second AFL team.

In 1994, UniSA was just 3 years old.  It had 22,000 students, 1,000 international students, revenue of $200M, 
with $9M in research revenue.  In that year, we also established our first two Research Institutes, including The Ian 
Wark Research Institute (The Wark).  The Library had ten databases on CD-ROM, over 620,000 books and 7,600 
journals. There were no online resources and students could only access the materials during opening hours.

We’ve sure come a long way in 15 years!  UniSA now has 35,000 students, 12,000 international students, 
revenue of $400M, with $45M in research revenue and 8 Research Institutes.  The Wark’s operating budget has 
more than doubled, it has become a world leader in particle and material interfaces research and has attracted 
more than $100M in competitive grant funding to the State. Our Library has grown too. Located on five 
campuses, it now has over 400 online databases and the number of journals has also increased dramatically to 
over 72,000. Books are now available in electronic format and each year the Library loans nearly 700,000 items 
(this figure does not reflect the large amount of resources accessed electronically). Best of all, the Library can be 
visited 24/7 - online.  Our students and alumni can access the Library resources any time, any place, anywhere. 

But enough about us.  How about you?  How have you fared in the last 15 years?  You’ve maybe had some kids 
(or perhaps more kids), acquired some assets and seen your own household operating budget increase too.  

Consider how much your education at UniSA has had to do with your progress…

If you believe it has played a big part, then please consider giving back to help the students of today, keeping in 
mind that from 1994 – 2009…

	 • the average cost of weekly rent in student housing has increased from $70 to $240

	 • the cost of a litre of petrol has increased from 70 cents to over $1.20

	 • the cost of a litre of milk has increased from $1.00 to over $3.00

	 • the average cost of a Uni textbook has increased from about $60 to $110

	 • and the cost of a University degree has more than doubled (in 1994, degrees cost between about  
	    $7K and $9.5K.  Today they can cost anywhere between $30K and $100K!).

Why not help out by making a tax deductible donation to the 2009 UniSA Library Appeal?  For most middle-class 
Australian families, $110 is not much more than a good night out and a lot less than a weekly shop, but it will 
be a real helping hand for our students. All donations of $110 or more will be acknowledged with a personalised 
bookplate inside a new book.

From all of us here at UniSA, thank you for taking a walk down memory lane and thank you, in anticipation, for 
your generosity.

Yours sincerely

Helen Livingston 
Director: Library Services 

Experience. The Difference.

Your gift of $2 or more is tax-deductible. Be assured your details remain 
confidential as we do not supply information to any other organisation.  
Should you wish to be removed from our mailing list please contact us  
on 8302 0974 or 8302 0964 during office hours. 

Thank you for your generosity. A receipt will be sent to you shortly.

University of South Australia (Foundation) 
Reply Paid GPO Box 2471, Adelaide SA 5001 
Telephone: (08) 8302 0974 
Facsimile: (08) 8302 0970 
www.unisa.edu.au

Please accept my gift of

	 $330  for three books

	 $220  for two books

	 $110  for one book

	 OR my choice   $

	 I have included the University of South Australia in my Will

 	 Please send me information about including the  
	 University of South Australia in my Will

 	 I would like my gift to remain anonymous.

YES, I want to  
support the 2009  
UniSA Library Appeal

FIRST NAME

SURNAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

Phone (Home)

(Mobile)

Email

	 My cheque is enclosed (cheques to be made  
	 payable to University of South Australia (Foundation))

  Please debit my        Mastercard         Visa

Card Number  _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _

Expiry Date  _ _ / _ _

Cardholder’s name

Signature

  I would like to donate each month.  
	 Please deduct  $	              	         each month  
	 from my credit card until I advise otherwise.              

Addressee
Position
Organisation Name
Address Line 1
Address Line 2
Address Line 3
Address Line 4
Address Line 5
Suburb State Postcode
Country




