	Room:  H1-04
	THEME 1:  EARLY CHILDHOOD

	10:30 – 11:00

Lisa Tregenza


	Interactions between children and educators in a child care setting: how important are they?


This presentation will report on my research in progress and builds on from my experience as a practitioner in a long day care centre and my involvement in an action research project. With an estimated 14,000 children attending long day care in South Australia, it is critical that children in long day care centres have the opportunity to interact with educators in a positive and reciprocal way. My proposed question ‘Teaching behaviours in three selected long day care centres; an analysis of educators’ interactions with children’ looks to examine how educators spend their day, how much time is spent interacting with children and what is the quality of those interactions. Quality will be measured using the National Childcare Accreditation Council’s Quality Practices Guide and the Validator’s report. Data will be collected from three long day care centres and will specifically look at six educators. 

The study will use both qualitative and quantitative paradigms in a before/after model with an intervention of professional development with staff in the selected centres. It is hoped that the data will yield information about children’s engagement in what might be termed ‘quality interactions’


	11:00 – 11:30

Yim, Hoi Yin Bonnie


	Factors influencing young children’s musical engagement patterns: A discussion of measurement tools

This paper will present a study which aims to identify factors that influence young children’s engagement patterns in group musical activities, and to correlate possible linkages between factors and children’s musical engagement patterns. Specifically, the study is investigating 1) importance of music education for young children’s holistic development; 2) the relationship between engagement and young children’s learning; and 3) the relationship between various factors and children’s musical development.

Subjects of the present study include more than 200 children aged between four and five year-olds, their parents, and teachers.  The sample of the study is cross-cultural being located in Adelaide, South Australia and Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China.   

The paper will focus on the discussion of the methods used including information about a multi-method approach to collect both qualitative and quantitative data through the whole part of the study, which incorporates multiple techniques within and across each of the research stages. In addition, the instruments used to gather the data will also be discussed.  

It is hoped that the research will provide more information for early childhood educators to develop, implement and evaluate musical experiences planned for and presented to children, so as to lead to ways that will encourage joyful participation in music.


	11:30 – 12:00

Lee, Lai Wan Maria

	Pre-service and In-service child care and education students using story-telling as a teaching method to understand Confucian values in kindergarten-aged children in Hong Kong: A Study of Expressed Views
Hong Kong is in a state of change, that is, changing from a western-oriented one to one that is more akin to the traditional societies/ cultures found in present day People’s Republic of China (PRC).  The Chief Executive of HKSAR has called upon the people of Hong Kong to learn and practice the Confucian lifelong values. Hence the necessity to bring children and families face-to-face, once again, with modern Confucian values.

Children learn the values of the society through their parents, family and their teachers. Cultural festivals celebrated by the family and the society are a convenient way for the child to learn by living and celebrating them.  Children often hear the cultural stories of the Chinese festivals and yet they are never tired of them. 

This paper will present progress on a study well underway which aims to identify the views of teachers on the values to teach young children. Subjects of the present study include 50 pre-service teachers in-training and  50 in-service teachers in training in preschool education in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China. This qualitative research involves understanding the thoughts and perceptions of the students in-training, and analyses their views on enhancing Confucian values in kindergarten-aged children in Hong Kong.
Teachers may use various methods to narrate the stories, using story books, puppets, dramatic play and games in anticipation of each festival. Teachers have to teach these values to children first and foremost by living it, practising it and being a role model for children. Storytelling is an effective means of immersion and children may learn these Confucian values comfortably

In order to measure the dependent variable (i.e. the views of using storytelling as a teaching method to understand Confucian values in kindergarten aged children) over time, there will be two different investigation points. The data will be taken before and after the intervention, which includes the related teacher training and specially designed storytelling projects. For internal validity, both groups share degrees of equivalence in that both are studying at the same course and at the same level, being their final year of study. Thus both groups are of comparable ability level. 

The research will provide more information for early childhood educators to develop and implement the inculcation of Confucian values to young children.



	Room H1-04
	THEME 1:  EARLY CHILDHOOD (cont)

	12:00 – 12:30

Kam Shau Wan, Sanly

	An Examination of the Development of Creativity of Young Children in Four Childcare Centres in Hong Kong
In Hong Kong, there is a growing awareness that young children’s learning is enhanced when they are encouraged to express and develop their creativity. 

Education authorities in Hong Kong have called upon the development of children’s creativity to be one of the core elements of the overall aims of education. More recently, the Curriculum Development Council of Hong Kong in 2006 includes, as one of the development objectives for young children in the aesthetic development domain, an objective to stimulate children’s creative and imaginative powers, and encourage them to enjoy participating in creative works (p.20).  

This paper will present progress on the study well underway which is  investigating how young children express and develop their creativity, both individually and as a group, and it offers approaches and teaching strategies to nurture this creative potential. Subjects of the present study include 151 children aged 5-6 years in two small groups (an experimental and a control group) drawn from four representative child care centres in Hong Kong. Only the experimental group received the experimental treatment i.e. the Reggio Emilia Approach. 

In order to find out the relative advantages/disadvantages of the Reggio Emilia Programme for the development of children’s creativity and learning in the context of early childhood education in Hong Kong over time, both qualitative and quantitative methodologies were used, namely, Consensual Assessment Technique (CAT) and  Torrance Tests of Creativity Thinking (TTCT). The children’s three dimensional artwork creations were assessed before and after their exposure to the Reggio Emilia programme in order to determine improvements in their creativity, technical and aesthetic performance. The quantitative methodology 

used was the Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking, Figural Forms (TTCT). The researcher conducted a pretest and a posttest and compared changes in five creative abilities and thirteen creative strengths.
Analysis of the data obtained by using the above methodologies indicated that the children of the experimental group manifested a significant improvement in creativity as compared with the children of the control group. Also, the adoption of the Reggio Emilia approach appeared to be more advantageous for children’s creativity and learning than the present customary practice in early childhood education in Hong Kong (i.e. the so-called integrated approach). 



	Room H1-07
	THEME 2:  MIXED

	10:30 – 11:00

Katrina Simmons
	A spectral building diamonds itself: Failure as a generative site for contemporary art practice 

Hermann Finsterlin, the renowned German Expressionist artist and architect, never produced a single structure or building. The fantastically organic structures he depicted in his drawings and models seemed absurd, illogical and hopelessly unrealisable. However, his wildly creative ideas were rich with potentiality, laying down the groundwork for future architects and finally perhaps brought to fruition in the incredible buildings of Frank Gehry.

Failure, in its capacity as a trigger or agent for irregular inquiries, as a model or propositional tool, is where my current PhD research is located. Failed, partial or unrealised creative ideas, in the form of un-built or non-works may contain fresh hypotheses or unexamined tangential inquiries.

My paper will examine the generative potential of failure, with the focus on unrealised and/or unsuccessful works in particular.

	11:00 – 11:30

Rochelle Woodley-Baker
	An investigation of the lived experiences of young women undertaking SACE in the part-time mode.

The 1989 Gilding Report recommended that provision be made for SACE to be studied part-time and drew attention to the fact that the Certificate should be within the reach of all.  The provision of part-time study was a key strategy in supporting students who experienced a wide ranging of social and economic disadvantage.  Recent reports suggest that young women are in the majority of part-time study.  This paper explores the rationale for analysis of the part-time cohort of young women, and aims to flesh out their lived experience to better understand the data on this phenomenon.  In seeking to explore the lived experience of young women, their future aspirations and ability to disrupt, change and challenge some of the social fields they are embedded in, the project looks at questions and issues around the ways that the category of ‘student’ and ‘part-time student’ is gendered.  It also provides a rational for a methodology for an activist intervention of photographs with a student led workshop.  This paper brings together activist research traditions with feminist social critiques allowing a fuller exploration of this taken for granted group of students.



	11:30 – 12:00

Virginia Mapadzahama
	A Deviancy Discourse of Mothering?: Conceptualising Motherhood and Maternal Employment in Zimbabwe 

This paper discusses ‘motherhood’ as a constitutive part of a research on women and work in order to integrate the lives of women who are mothers and also paid workers, as ‘unitary wholes’. Drawing on data from my on-going PhD study which examines how black mothers in Zimbabwe and white mothers in Australia experience mothering and paid work, the paper explores the meaning of motherhood through the lived experiences of the women. The empirical focus will not only be on the conflicts between paid work and motherhood, rather on meaning: the meaning of mothering, motherhood and maternal employment to these women. Included in this paper therefore, is an analysis of motherhood ideology[ies]  as a powerful determinant  of the labour force participation decisions that these mothers make and  how the “invention” of motherhood affects the women socially. Given that, as noted by Magwaza (2003:1) much of the literature on motherhood to date is by western authors for, and on, western world contexts, thus lacking an African focus, my pre-occupation in this paper is to discuss ‘motherhood’ mainly within the Zimbabwean context, and on issues peculiar to Zimbabwe and Africa in general. However, while the main focus is on the experiences of the Zimbabwean women, this does not divert from considerations and discussion of mothering commonalities as well as differences that exist between the two groups. 



	12:00 – 12:30

Laura Dales
	Legislating for Harmony: Limitations and Implications of the Basic Law for a Gender Equal Society in Japan 

In the dialogue between the Japanese state and those living in Japan, legislation represents a key expression of the official government perspective. However, the enactment of legislation is neither translucent nor exhaustive in its expression, and in its interpretation it can say both more and less than the government intends. In the case of gender-related issues, the development of legislation must be examined alongside its subsequent implementation, to reflect the significance of the law in itself (as a law addressing gender) and also its significance as an effective conduit of change in Japanese society.

In this paper I explore recent legislative efforts to address gender inequality in Japan, particularly the Danjo Kyōdō Sankaku Shakai Kihonhō (officially translated as The Basic Law for a Gender-Equal Society). The implementation and rejection of the Law relates to the currency of gender in social and political discourse, and to the ways in which the term is interpreted by those subject to the Law. This paper examines the real and perceived implications of the Law, situating it as a response to shifts in contemporary Japanese society that have highlighted gender as a concept that is socially, economically and politically significant to state and society.


	Room H1-07
	THEME 2:  Mixed (cont)

	2:00 – 2:30

Sylvia Reyes
	Conceptualizing science in rural Cambodian settings
This paper will report on a case study research currently being conducted in Cambodia. The education system in Cambodia is facing a serious dilemma.  Illiteracy is a serious threat because of the repetition and drop out problem. Dropping out before at least Primary 4 cycle (30%), returning to conditions saturated with illiteracy, children lapse into illiteracy. Their number adds up to the already large pool of adult illiterates and out-of-school youth.  

The readiness needed for formal school learning is so fragile among the majority of Cambodian children.  Soon after enrolling children begin to experience an alienation from schooling. Many countries have provided aid for educational development in Cambodia, but school teaching and learning remain textbook and rote oriented. Science is a major subject area in the national curriculum beginning Primary 1, but gets little attention. 

The researcher believes that natural resources are not being used and children’s potential investigative processes are not being recognized and utilized in Cambodian school.  She is investigating what prior science knowledge Cambodian rural children bring to school.  How do they construct this knowledge?  Consequently, how could this knowledge be built on in the school environment?

The presentation will share progress to date on some practical examples of science learning with 3-11 year old children in spontaneous, natural contexts, gleaned in three different villages in Cambodia.



	2:30 – 3:00

Lina P Y Chow
	Implications of a Dynamic Systems Approach to Teaching Dance to Hong Kong Pre-service Physical Education Teachers
Dance education is unique as a medium of movement learning because it comprises of the development of cognitive, psycho-motor and affective aspects for students. However, dance is often treated as a marginalized subject in physical education (PE). Physical Education (Hong Kong) teachers are facing a big challenge as no other time before because there is a heightened emphasis in the area of dance under the climate of the educational reform. This study aimed to investigate how a variety of constraints may negatively affect the choice of activity and the associated movement responses of both teachers’ and students’, thus allowing them to determine the best possible strategies to minimise the effect of these constraints. In its application of a dynamic systems approach to the teaching of dance, this study is expected to provide an original contribution to teacher preparation in physical education and dance. A full cohort of first year PE student teacher will be participated in the study. The design of this study is to make use of questionnaire, dance survey with open-ended questions, writing of reflective journal, and observation by dance experts to document and evaluate this process. The researcher will present the background and the method of the study in the presentation.


	3:00 – 3:30
Marjory Ebbeck and 

Sharon Russo
	Cultural sensitivities:  Research Issues
Strategies for becoming global in orientation is now embedded in the policies and practices of most Universities in Australia.  Such policies if implemented effectively contribute to the University’s international profile.  With this thrust come the implementation  of so called ‘transnational ‘programs – that is the offering of a University program in another country so tailored to meet the cultural needs of a specific group of students yet maintain the integrity and content offered on campus.  This paper discusses some of the challenges in assisting early childhood students undertaking a B Ed in early childhood education in Singapore.  Specifically the focus of undertaking  research is examined including the topics selected, research paradigms that frame the research and the cultural sensitivity needed in such a context. 



	3:30 – 4:00

Peter Willis
	The ethical work of expressive research: Revealing the re-moralising power of pathic action 

This paper explores expressive forms of research as an appropriate way of representing and revealing what have been called the pathic or empathetic dimension of human services.  “Pathic” engagement is said to contribute to remoralizing care which safeguards the service client’s personhood against the abstracting and what Frank calls ‘demoralizing’, forces at work in bureaucratised human services. The form of expressive research used in this study is underpinned by a phenomenological approach to inquiry. It uses aesthetic and poetic textual practices to attempt to make this interpersonal  phenomenon recognizable and even somehow ‘present’.  It attempts to portray rather than categorize the object under examination as a lived and minimally interpreted phenomenon; to show the reader what pathic engagement in human service work (in the context of this paper it concerns nursing) is like.  This paper offers an innovative methodological way to represent an ethical dimension of human service which involves the service provider consciously attending to the humanity of her or his client.    


	Room H1-03A
	THEME 3:  LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

	10:30 – 11:00

Leanne Glenny
	Exploring government communication ethics: the need and the issues.
This paper argues for further research into what constitutes ethical government communication.  Over the past few years in particular, communication between the Australian Government and the public has been the subject of regular discussion in the media.   Accusations of unethical performance including claims of cover-ups, misleading information, improper use of taxpayer funds on advertising and of ‘spin’ and ‘propaganda’ are now common place.  These assertions are often discussed in a political context, but the role of the bureaucracy is not generally explored to the same extent.  

Responsibility for government communication lies not only in the hands of elected politicians, but also in the duties of public servants.  Investigation of the issues therefore needs to consider the division of responsibilities between the politicians and the bureaucrats.  In attempting to distinguish the roles of each, the question of what comprises government communication itself is raised.  Similarly, the question of whether persuasion can be considered ethical in a government context is also pertinent.

This paper turns to theories of public relations and ethics to raise issues ultimately impinging on the ethical delivery of government communication.  Considerable emphasis has recently been placed on the importance of dialogue in the study of ethical communication, but the ramifications of this in the relatively unique environment of the public sector have not been fully examined.  Using a number of different ethical approaches, this paper identifies issues such as the public servant’s responsibilities to society and their ministers, as well as questions of truth, authenticity and power.  Furthermore, it highlights the need for a more considered study of the existing state of government communication in order to assess the validity of the public criticisms.



	11:00 – 11:30

Mia Stephens
	Healing East Timor through language understanding
The paper reviews some of the discussion on East Timor’s coofficial languages, Tetum and Portuguese. The paper suggests directions which the discussion might explore, as it teases out the language issues relating to the emergence of the new nation. 

Timor's language policy is enlightened, but could perhaps benefit from review. Is it playing with the most rewarding chips? A change of perspective might include recognition of the whole range of linguistic resources, including EIL [English as an International Language] and ELF [English as a Lingua Franca]. 

English is established as the international lingua franca [Jenkins 2004]. In a situation where everyone speaks English, powerful groups are those which are not restricted to English. The recognition, conservation and development of linguistic resources could be prioritised as a strength in management of this multilingual nation. 



	11:30 – 12:00

Nigel Starck
	Life After Death
They’ve been called ‘oases of calm in a world gone mad’, ‘a lovely part of the paper to linger in’, and ‘journalism that matters’. They are the obituary pages.  They entertain, they inform, they serve as a legitimate instrument of history, and they have enjoyed an extraordinary growth in popularity over the past twenty years.  Today, every newspaper of quality has one.

This revival of the obituary art is the subject of my book Life After Death, published by Melbourne University Press and in the shops from early next month.  It discovers the world’s earliest exercise in obituary publication, traces its evolution over nearly 400 years, and discusses this art with today’s leading practitioners on three continents.

The title is founded on the modern belief that obituaries must capture life rather than death.  As a result, the stories in the pages of Life After Death are variously heroic, funny, unfortunate, villainous, inspiring, misguided, and – perhaps above all – eccentric.  There are encounters with Major Digby Tatham-Warter, of the Parachute Regiment, who carried an umbrella into battle, with Eddie Clontz, owner of a  colourful tabloid newspaper which reported (exclusively, of course) that ‘tiny terrorists’ were disguising themselves as garden gnomes, and with the fourth Earl Russell, who used to crochet his own clothes from string. 

Life After Death is the first book to explore and recount the history of this exercise in instant biography.  It finds that when death and life come together, in the form of well crafted obituary, they demonstrate a form of journalism which is both potent and alluring.    



	12:00 – 12:30

Lyn Bray
	Cultural framing in English Language classrooms in Thailand
After two years teaching English abroad, I came away wondering about the issue of connection between myself as a foreign teacher and my Arabic students.  In the absence of very much common experience between us, we sometimes struggled to find topics of mutual interest to communicate about.  This challenged my assumptions about communicative approaches to language teaching, and highlighted issues of culture in the teaching of English as an international language.

My research will investigate the experiences of foreign teachers of English in Thailand, using a grounded theory approach.  The aim of the study is to explore ways in which cultural difference can interfere with or enhance the learning of English by Thai students.  

In this presentation I will explore the theoretical links between language and culture, and in particular look at Michael Halliday, Claire Kramsch and Deborah Tannen.  I will also address some questions raised by an examination of the literature on the role of culture in second language learning.


	Room H1-08
	THEME 4:  RESEARCH METHODS

	10:30 – 11:00

Ann Lawless
	Conversation(s) about cultural competency in our research
This is a conversation about the real experience of becoming culturally competent in our research and will therefore engage all participants in a dialogue about cultural competency.  What is it?  Is it and important – and why?  How might it influence any or all stages and phases of the research activity? What is whiteness and does it matter in research if we only survey Anglos – do they have culture?

The conversation facilitator has been a reviewer of diversity programs for the Australian government website ‘Diversity Works!” and is a cross-cultural awareness trainer at the University of Adelaide, and a member of the Critical Whiteness Reading Group. In five years as a medical educator she introduced concepts of cultural competency to medical education in Adelaide, and has conducted research and published in this area.  This seminar is a conversation rather than delivery of “expert opinion” and will draw upon the ideas and experiences of all participants, but facilitated by someone who will bring reflexive questioning.



	11:00 – 11:30

Ann Luzeckyj
	Taking Shape
Drawing on Dr Alison Lee’s keynote address to the 2005 International Critical Discourse Analysis conference, titled When is a text? this paper will consider how those of us who are new to research construct texts and how we make the decisions that locate them within a particular order or disciplinary frame (Lee 2005, p 333). This paper will be framed within the context of my own experience of writing my literature review, the first project, for my Doctor of Education at UniSA. It will consider the pragmatic, serendipitous and emotional decisions that have been involved in deciding who to include and what to leave out, who to read and what to download. The paper is intended to provide some light relief to the serious and very difficult business of making these decisions.
 

	11:30 – 12:00

Fiona Partridge
	Exploring the construction of knowledge about middle years teaching and learning in the practice of pre-service teacher education.
The Report of the review of education, Shaping the Future: Educating Professional Educators (Reid & O’Donoghue, 2001), lead to the development of new teacher education programs with significant middle school components, now situated at the Mawson lakes Campus.  During my research, I have conducted a literature review of a wide range of publications surrounding the middle years.  I am relating these to the construction of knowledge about middle years teaching and learning as represented in the new UniSA teacher training programs. 

In this presentation, I will explain how now in the second phase of research, I am using an organisational model by Bolman and Deal (2003) to identify four frames of reality within the learning community at UniSA.  I will discuss how I am exploring the decision-making process that lead to the new teacher programs, and how the four frames have been reshaped by the change.  



	12:00 – 12:30

Sam Sellar
	Towards spaces of academic cruelty: experimenting with non-linear web-based thesis publication

Following Artaud’s (1958) assertion that creative works must speak directly and affectively with ‘the public’, this paper develops a theoretical argument for an experimental form of thesis publication: a non-linear network of written ‘fragments’ published as a free and public website. Drawing upon Deleuze and Guattari’s (1987) concepts of content and expression and their critique of communicational models of language, I argue for modes of writing which grant priority to their affective potential for provoking concrete effects rather than their efficiency in structuring an argument to transmit knowledge. Recent developments in web publishing technologies offer the potential for academic writing in forms that heed Artaud’s call for affective force and increased accessibility. When coupled with copyleft licensing as an act of resistance towards encroaching logics of intellectual property, publishing in these formats could be considered as experimental offerings toward new visions of critical intellectual effort: visions that emphasise pragmatic value and communal benefit over traditional value markers such as authorial reputation and canonical status. I argue that such experimentation may offer productive openings for critical academic co-creation in spaces of resistance towards economic rationalist, managerialist and proto-fascist logics currently colonising the academic field in Australia.




	Room H1-04
	THEME 5:  SOCIAL PROBLEMS

	2:00 – 2:30

Robert Muller

	The Use of a Foucauldian Methodology and a Composite Theoretical Framework to Assist in Understanding Contemporary Gambling
The purpose of this presentation is to demonstrate the Foucauldian methodology and the composite theoretical framework that I utilised in my PhD thesis in order to understand the debates and power struggles over gambling in contemporary South Australia. To do this, the thesis attempted to demonstrate how gambling has been transformed in line with wider social changes throughout the history of South Australian modernity. In doing so, it was suggested that a ‘gap’ in knowledge on gambling exists within sociology, particularly from a theoretical perspective. In order to correct this situation, the thesis established a composite theoretical framework, deploying genealogies, or ‘critical histories’ (see Dean, 1994), of various aspects of modernity in order to understand gambling throughout South Australian history. In recognition of the highly conflicted nature of the historical and contemporary debates on South Australian gambling, all of the theories which make up the composite framework are ‘conflict’ theories. In the second half of the thesis, it is revealed that the South Australian debates have been in a constant state of conflict for the last 125 years, however their direction has depended upon the waxing and waning of discourses around liberalism, in other words, upon the oscillations between freedom and regulation.



	2:30 – 3:00

Helen Cameron

	Doing it tough in urban spaces
This presentation is less concerned with measuring poverty and more about exploring the impact of it on the lives of residents. 

The research findings lend support to the contention of Jamrozik (2005, p.117) that government policies in the post-welfare state are maintaining social and economic inequality. Poverty diminishes life chances and contributes to lower levels of human and social capital all of which are demonstrated in the lives of the residents in this study. This presentation reports on aspects of ARC funded research into the lives of residents with young children who are living in socio-economically disadvantaged circumstances. The sample from which data were gained comprised socially disadvantaged residents with the care of young children between the ages of 0 – 7years living in suburban areas of metropolitan Adelaide. In general recognition of the impact of children’s environments on their future paths, it focuses on a range of circumstances including family demography, safety and the basis for trusting and connecting with others in their neighbourhoods. It is likely that the coincidence of wide spread poverty and low levels of social trust and connection contribute to insecurity within the lives of these parents and their children in these urban spaces.



	3:00 – 3:30

Mila Halimi
	Experimentation of flower images as a visual element in domestic violence advertisement for the Malaysian audience

The influence of culture in advertising is evident in that advertisers are faced with certain regulations  which have stricter implications for the Muslim population in Malaysia. Through the use of Visual Communication, this paper suggested the use of flower images as a visual language for the domestic violence campaign for the audience in Malaysia by looking at the perception and acceptance by local audiences over the way visuals has been used in past advertisements.



	3:30 – 4:00

Rob Hattam


	Thinking about reconciliation as pedagogy

This session will be 'think piece' about some recent research into 'reconciliation pedagogy'. The session reports on an ARC funded project has been investigating the pedagogical nature of reconciliation activism in Australia and South Africa. This project takes reconciliation as a provocation for educators to (re)think their pedagogical practice. Reconciliation, understood as pedagogy, provides some lines of flight into thinking about dialogic pedagogy, a politics of memory, decolonising pedagogy, and utopian and sociological imagining. 




	Room H1-03A
	THEME 6:  WORK

	2:00 – 2:30

Jenni Adam


	Older Volunteers Feeling Valued and of Worth: A Grounded Theory Study
Australian society is ageing, and South Australia’s population is ageing at a faster rate than that of the rest of the country. Since people are living longer and healthier lives, it is important to their mental and physical health, that they continue to feel valued and of worth, and are able to contribute to, and remain connected to their community. Volunteering is one way in which older people may wish to continue to be involved in, and contribute to their community. This qualitative research examines perceptions about older people and volunteering of managers, coordinators and supervisors of volunteers in three non-government agencies in South Australia. It finds that self agency, acknowledgement and social connection are important factors in maintaining older volunteers’ perceptions of being valued and of worth.

	2:30 – 3:00

Barbara Pocock, Helen Masterman-Smith, Pip Williams and Jude Elton 


	‘Women at Work: Pleasure, Pain and Prospects’
 This presentation will examine the current situation of women at work, in the context of their work and larger lives. It will examine some data about the pleasure that women take from their work, the sources of discomfort that exist and the prospects for women’s working lives – broadly defined – into the future. The presentation will draw on a range of studies currently underway as part of the research program of the Centre for Work + Life (http://www.unisa.edu.au/hawkeinstitute/cwl), HRISS, and point to the implications of current policy settings for women’s employment, work and well being, as well as the future directions for policy that might better meet women’s needs and desires. 



	3:00 – 3:30

Peter Geyer


	What's different about difference? Qualifying professionals in the understanding and use of the MBTI and C.G. Jung's psychological types
The MBTI is a psychological instrument based on C.G. Jung's theory of psychological types which has been extensively used in workplaces, schools and elsewhere for several decades. Its intended use is to identify natural differences in people (according to Jung's model) for individual and workplace benefit. These natural differences are not seen as syndromes or disorders. This presentation will utilise data and experience from 13 years of teaching an MBTI Qualifying Workshop for professionals wishing to be authorised to use the questionnaire in their work. Basic demographic information as well as the distribution of types amongst the 1025 people who completed this workshop will be presented and discussed, including similarities and differences with the general population. Teaching, learning and communication styles, self-efficacy, self-understanding and gender-related issues will be among the issues presented for discussion. Experiences from within this workshop, presenter and participant, as well as relevant Jungian and other theories will also be included.




	Lisa Davies
3:30 – 4:00


	Organisational learning about depression in the workplace:  communities of silent discourse.   

While researching both managers’ perceptions about depression in the workplace and their ability to access work based education about depression I undertook semi-structured interviews with people with human resource responsibilities in the deregulated sector of Information Technology in South Australia. I also sought insight into their understandings of the prevailing attitudes in their workplaces towards depression and undertook a qualitative, interpretive analysis. Thematic analysis further enhanced my understanding of the discourses that are inherent in and shape their organisational cultures. Most of the people interviewed were undereducated about depression and were unfamiliar with sources of relevant information which could assist them. They also consistently articulated variations of the notion that depression was not something that was talked about in their workplaces. Workplace endorsement of silence has been described as a method for avoidance or suppression of topics that can be of concern to organisations. Lave and Wenger also propose that some communities of practice can reflect work place practices which are assumed to be for the convenience of the organisation, rather than being for an increase in comprehension, knowledge or personal effectiveness.  The tacit, pervasive and shared notions of avoidance of discussion about depression in the workplace may reflect some components of learning which are associated with engagement with a community of practice in which silence about depression is endorsed.   

 


	Room H1-08
	THEME 3:  CHILD WELFARE

	2:00 – 2:30

Iman Ba-Bekir
	Voices for Change
A four Years Investigation on the Learning Difficulties Of Sudanese Students in South Australia
Several features of the twenties century and the immigration policy in South Australia gave rise to many social investigations. Recently, the massive immigration programs have resulted in the settlement of more than 3000 immigrants and refugees from Sudan in South Australia with different problems in health, welfare, housing and education.....etc. Concerns have been voiced about the low academic achievement for Sudanese seniors by many schools services providers. But all the efforts that have been done so far, focused on defining their linguistic problems, very little attention is paid to the social and cultural problems for these students who seem to face the biggest adjustment process when they move into the mainstreams. 

The need for developing a new explanation for these students learning difficulties is demanding. As schooling is not a process that can be separated from all other life aspects, past and present,  the project will investigate the impact of socio-economics status of these students, and their families on their schooling, their previous learning experiences before coming to Australia, the impact of home environment and their parent’s participation on their learning. The aim is to reveal and analyse how the social class of these students has shaped their learning outcomes, to offer an opportunity for Sudanese youth, and their parents to be heard and to be understood. The overall aim is to make a positive change in the social and educational life of Sudanese students in South Australian schools.

The study will involve an interpretive approach using In-depth interviews with the students, their parents and their teachers to address the research Questions. Additionally, theories testing will be utilised in the research methodology, specifically ‘Learning and Social Class.” theory and “parents and teachers together making the change.” theory.

	2:30 – 3:00

Louise Laskey
	Teacher education in child protection: some lessons from research and experience
For teacher educators grappling with multiple curriculum demands, there are relatively few sources of assistance on this topic. The paper outlines some issues arising from the research literature and some reflections on the teaching of child protection courses in Victoria. 



	3:00 – 3:30

Mary Salveron


	Facilitators and Barriers to Parental Visitation
The number of children placed in care as a result of statutory child protection intervention is on the rise nationally and internationally. A major focus of research has been to explore the factors that lead to the successful reunification of children with their parents, and parental visitation has been found to predict this. However, a major gap in the parental visitation literature is to focus and address the impact of negative emotions experienced by these parents, despite consistent reports that parents experience these strong emotions upon the placement of their children. In addition, these parents also face many and varied issues including addictions, mental illness and domestic and family violence. This paper draws on findings from a preliminary study involving parents whose children are in care and attend the Parents Plus Playgroups which aims to build better relationships between parent and child through modelling and mentoring in a non-judgemental and non-threatening environment.

	4:00 – 4:30
Bruce Johnson

	Being caught in a ‘moral panic’: the case of the Sexual Health and Relationships Education project in South Australia
A unique combination of circumstances in South Australia in early 2003 provided opponents of the sexual health and relationships education (share) project with opportunities to fuel anxieties about the program in the community. In response to the release of the program in 15 ‘trial’ secondary schools, key social and political groups mobilised an opposition campaign of unusual ferocity and rancour. In this seminar, I will use the theoretical insights of key ‘moral panic’ researchers (Cohen; Goode & Ben-Yehuda; Critcher) to:

· analyse how the ‘problem’ emerged

· show how it was shaped through exaggeration and over-generalisation

· identify the ‘moral entrepreneurs’ who opposed the program

· describe the strategies and tactics used by these groups and individuals

· analyse how the developers and implementers of the program reacted and responded to the orchestration of a ‘moral panic’ around their program

· identify the costs and benefits to them of being caught-up in a community ‘moral panic’

I will discuss the dangers posed to school based problem prevention programs like share by highly organised, socially conservative, pro-family, coalitions that oppose the erosion of ‘traditional family values’. I will conclude with a theme of hope drawn from the largely silent 98% of parents who rejected the claims generated during the ‘moral panic’ and permitted their adolescents to participate in the sexual health and relationships education project.


	Room H1-03
	THEME 8:  RESEARCH CULTURE

	2:00 – 330

Christine Davis, Sam Sellar, Rob Hattam
	Developing a research culture for research students in EAS – an open conversation 
We are interested in discussing the development of a research culture for research students within EASS.  We will get the conversation started with some ideas drawn from the literature, our own experiences and our reflections.  Our experiences are gleaned from two universities and the articles we will draw upon initially are:

· Boud, D & Lee, A 2005, ''Peer learning' as pedagogic discourse for research education', Studies in Higher Education, vol. 30, no. 5, pp. 501-516.

· Green, B 2005, 'Unfinished business: subjectivity and supervision', Higher Education Research & Development, vol. 24, no. 2, May 2005, pp. 151-163.

· Lee, A & Williams, C 1999, '"Forged in Fire": Narratives of trauma in PhD supervision pedagogy', Southern Review, vol. 32, no. 1, pp. 6-26.

The initial ‘triggers’ for the conversation will be relatively brief and will be accompanied by handouts; participants’ responses will be tabled and we will then determine the issues to be discussed further and take it from there.




