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Archiving a new slant in information management.
The fascinating world of archiving and preservation is proving a popular study choice for students enrolled in UniSA’s Business Information Management and Library and Information Management programs.
The beauty about these courses is that they combine both the theoretical side of archival management and preservation with real-world exposure through a ‘workplace learning’ component.
This is promoted through the courses being taught by industry experts and State Library of South Australia (SLSA) staff to enrich students’ learning and enable them to learn first-hand with case studies that have direct application to industry.
Heather Brown, of the SLSA who also teaches the preservation component of the program, says students love this dynamic.

“We have a great cross-section of students in this program, as well as from staff members who deliver the courses, which really adds to the buzz of the whole program in the way in which it is taught and what students get out of it,” she said.
“With the emergence of the digital age and new technologies, we are at the cutting edge in terms of providing students with the knowledge and practical exposure to challenge previous methods and develop contemporary risk management strategies.”
SLSA Archival Field Officer June Edwards says this is imperative in terms of the way libraries, galleries and museums will evolve in the future.

“Students learn how to interact with different technologies, as well as being open to learning new technologies, which is all the more critical to archival management and accessibility for future generations,” she said.
As such, students get their “hands dirty” determining risk management strategies linked to the archival and preservation of documents, books, maps and other paraphernalia housed in a variety of locations, including the State Library of South Australia.
It is this practical exposure, combined with theoretical principles of environmental management, digital and virtual archiving, for example, which adds unique appeal to UniSA’s information management programs.
Preservation and archival management is one of a number of streams offered within the suite of Business Information Management and Library and Information Management programs. Others include: Enterprise Content and Knowledge Management, Records Management, and Library Management.
For further information about any aspect of the programs, please visit the website www.unisa.edu.au/bim or contact Moira Lawler: 08 8302 0253 / moira.lawler@unisa.edu.au.

