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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the final edition of the APCEA 
Journal for 2003. I am pleased to report that 
Associate Professor Gary O’Donovan and 
Trevor Wilmshurst, APCEA (Tasmania) and 
the University of Tasmania, have 
volunteered to take over as the joint editors 
of the APCEA Journal for 2004. After my 
past two and a half years as editor this will 
bring some new views into the Journal.  
 
Speaking of new views this edition contains 
much about newness within its pages. The 
first article has a Japanese focus and is 
authored by Dr Chika Saka, Visiting Fellow, 
and Roger Burritt, Reader at The Australian 
National University. They consider new 
developments in environmental accounting 
in Japan and conclude that, because of 
government requirements and guidelines for 
environmental reports, interest in this area in 
Japan is likely to continue expanding for 
some considerable time. At present, much of 
the material is only available in Japanese, 
but the development of environmental report 
preparation, reporting and review standards 
and guidelines are sure to attract interest of 
the international community and translation 
into English. 
 
The second article has an Australian focus 
and introduces new views at the political 
level. It brings together comments made 
about federal government views on society 
and the environment in Australia. Mark 
Latham has just been elected as the new 
Leader for the Labor party. At present it is a 
party in opposition. First, a comment is 
made on the incumbent Liberal-National 
Coalition’s policies on the environment by 
Susan Brown from the Australian 
Democrats. Second, Clive Hamilton 
comments on the need for the Labor party to 

change its approach to social and 
environmental issues. Mark Latham, the 
new Opposition leader, provides a 
commentary on Clive Hamilton’s views. 
Finally, Kelvin Thompson, from the Labor 
Party is critical of the role and powers of 
mass media organizations. He denounces 
their lack of interest in environmental issues. 
 
In the final article, Roger Burritt provides a 
comment on growing interest in corporate 
environmental governance. 
 
Environment Extra!, news about the ICCSR 
and conferences past and future round off 
this edition.  
 
Readers wishing to contribute articles or 
news, should contact the new editors: 
Gary O’Donovan or Trevor Wilmshurst 
Email 1: gary.odonovan@utas.edu.au
Email 2: trevor.wilmshurst@utas.edu.au  
Articles should be submitted in word format 
as an email attachment. Articles are subject 
to independent refereeing by members of the 
Editorial Board prior to acceptance for 
publication. 

APCEA Editorial Board: 
Roger L Burritt (Editor) – The Australian National 
University, Australia 
Lorne Cummings – Macquarie University, Australia 
Geoff Frost – The University of Sydney, Australia 
Kathy Gibson – University of Tasmania, Australia 
Barbara Geno – University of the Sunshine Coast, 
Australia 
Professor M.R. (Reg) Mathews – Charles Sturt 
University, Australia 
Gary O’Donovan – University of Tasmania, 
Australia 
Jean Raar – Deakin University, Australia 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACCOUNTING IN 
JAPAN – RECENT EVIDENCE 

 
 
Dr Chika Saka, School of Business 
Administration, Kwansei Gakuin 
University, Japan and Visiting Fellow at 
The Australian National University, and 
Roger L Burritt, The Australian National 
University. 
 

1. Introduction 
 
This paper presents an overview of 
environmental accounting practices in 
Japan, a country where specific guidance 
has been provided by the government. It 
follows the framework outlined in the paper 
suggested by Burritt, Hahn and Schaltegger 
(2002). The following are addressed in turn: 
trends in environmental reporting and 
environmental accounting disclosure in 
Japan, factors leading to the upward trend 
and future challenges for environmental 
management accounting. 
 
2. Trends in Environmental Reporting 
and Environmental Accounting 
Disclosure 
 
Since 1998, there has been a rapid increase 
in the number of companies publishing 
environmental reports in Japan. According 
to the Japanese Ministry of Environment 
(MOE 2003a) 650 listed and unlisted 
companies published environmental reports 
in 2002. Moreover, 251 additional 
companies signalled their intention to 
publish environmental reports in 2002, 
raising expectations that the number of 
Japanese corporate environmental reports 
will rise to about 1,000 per annum in near 
future (Figure 1).  

Also, a growing number of companies have 
introduced monetary environmental 
accounting information in their 
environmental reports. In fiscal year 2002, 
474 companies disclosed environmental 
accounting information (Figure 1). An 
increasing trend is clearly observable. It is 
reported that 573 companies, including those 
that do not disclose the information 
generated by such a system, have introduced 
monetary environmental accounting (MOE 
2003a).  
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Figure 1: Trends in Japanese 
Environmental Reporting and Monetary 
Environmental Accounting Disclosure. 
Source: adapted from: MOE (2003a). 
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3. Factors Contributing to the Upward 
Trends 
 
The upward trends in environmental 
reporting and environmental accounting 
seem likely to continue in Japan for several 
reasons.  

The first and main driver of environmental 
reporting and environmental accounting 
disclosures is government initiatives. With 
growing concern about the need for 
corporate environmental reporting, the 
Japanese Ministry of Environment has 
published Environmental Reporting 
Guidelines: Guidance for Publishing 
Environmental Reporting: Fiscal year 2000 
version (MOE 2001). These guidelines 
outline the principles of reporting, the 
structure and the anticipated contents of 
environmental reports. The guidelines act as 
an important motivator for many companies 
that publish environmental reports. In 
September 2002, the MOE released an 
Environmental Report Database (see 
http://www.kankyohokoku.jp/  (only in 
Japanese)) which makes it possible to find 
out whether companies disclose the specific 
items recommended under the MOE 
Environmental Reporting Guidelines, as 
well as environmental performance data for 
each company. Japanese concern for the 

environment is also supported by 
publication of the The Basic Plan for the 
Promotion a Recycling-Oriented Society 
(MOE 2003b), which aims to achieve 
environmental report publication by 50% of 
the listed companies and 30% of the non-
listed companies with more than 500 
employees by 2010. In response to this 
Basic Plan, the MOE has published the 
exposure draft of a new Environmental 
Report Preparation Standard (MOE 2003c) 
and Environmental Reporting Guideline 
(MOE 2003d) in December 2003.  
 
The MOE also publishes Environmental 
Accounting Guidelines that are periodically 
revised. In May 2000, MOE released the 
Developing Environmental Accounting 
Systems― year 2000 report, which was a 
revised version of the 1999 Draft 
Guidelines–Disclosing Environmental 
Accounting Information. Later, as a result of 
the rapid progress of practice, MOE again 
revised its guidelines and published 
Environmental Accounting Guidelines–2002 
version and the Environmental Accounting 
Guidebook (MOE 2002a) which includes 
questions and answers and various case 
studies to help companies understand the 
guidelines - see  
http://www.env.go.jp/en/ssee/index.html.  

MOE Guideline

Other Company's
Environmental Accounting
Foreign Company's
Environmental Accounting
Consultant's Guidance

Others

 
Figure 2: Companies use of guidelines when they establish their environmental accounting 
system. Source: Nashioka (2003). 
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The MOE Environmental Accounting 
Guidelines provide information about the 
system of environmental accounting, the 
components that are included in 
environmental accounting (environmental 
conservation costs expressed in monetary 
terms, environmental conservation benefits 
in physical terms and economic benefits 
expressed in monetary terms), how to 
measure these environmental costs and 
benefits and, finally, the disclosure format.  
 
The influence of the MOE guidelines has 
been examined recently by Nashioka (2003). 
Of the companies that disclose 
environmental accounting, 78% mostly use 
the MOE guidelines when they establish 
their environmental accounting system (see 
Figure 2). Guidelines from other Japanese 
companies and from overseas companies are 
also used. 
 
Figure 2 shows that, even though the MOE 
guidelines are not mandatory, they have a 
large influence on corporate environmental 
accounting practice in Japan.  Paku (2003) 
has examined the link between corporate 
monetary environmental accounting 
disclosure based on the MOE guidelines and 
corporate capital costs. His research 
concludes that monetary environmental 
accounting information disclosure is 
correlated with lower corporate capital costs. 
Base on this result, if it becomes widely 
accepted, it might lead us to expect further 
increases in corporate environmental 
accounting disclosure. 
 
Second, increasing numbers of companies 
have acquired ISO14001 certification of 
their environmental management systems 
and this also is related to corporate 
environmental disclosure. In Japan, at 31 
August 2003, 12,725 companies were 
certified as ISO14001 compliant, which is 
the largest number for any country in the 

world. The trend remains upwards. Kokubu 
and Nashioka (2003) recently conducted 
research that establishes the connection 
between ISO14001 certification and the 
introduction of environmental accounting. 
After certification, more ISO14001 
companies disclose their environmental 
activities and performance through their 
environmental reports than non certified 
companies (see Figure 3).  
 
Figure 3 illustrates that the proportion of 
companies introducing environmental 
accounting by those having acquired 
ISO14001 certification is 63.1%, while the 
proportion that introduce environmental 
accounting by those that have not acquired 
ISO14001 certification is only 11.1%. This 
correlation between the introduction of 
corporate environmental accounting and 
ISO14001 certification indicates another 
potential driver of further adoption of 
monetary environmental accounting as 
certification numbers continue to increase.  

 

 Introduction 
of  
environmental 
accounting 

Non-
introduction 
of  
environmental 
accounting 

Acquisition of 
ISO14001 
certification 

          
              
63.1% 

 
               
36.9% 

Non-
acquisition of  
ISO14001 
certification 

       
              
11.1% 

 
               
88.9% 

Figure 3: Relationship between ISO14001 
certification and the introduction of 
environmental accounting in Japan. 
Source: Kokubu and Nashioka (2003). 
 
Third, the credibility of environmental 
information being reported is increasing 
through higher numbers of third party 
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reviews being undertaken. This is likely to 
increase demand for environmental 
information, once its credibility becomes 
more widely recognized. In 2002, of the 650 
companies that published separate 
environmental reports, 131 companies 
(20.2%) include third party reviews (see also 
Figure 1). The figure has increased rapidly 
from a low base in 1999. Moreover, 191 
companies (29.2% of the sample) indicated 
that they plan to include such reviews in the 
future (MOE 2003a). Note, however, that 
there is considerable variety in the type of 
institutions that review environmental 
reports. It includes: accounting firms, 
academics, environmental consultants and 
non government organizations. Such variety 
may reduce the value of the review 
statements, in the absence of general 
agreement about review processes, or the 
intent of the reviews. To counter this 
problem the MOE has published the 
exposure draft of Environmental Report 
Review Standard, (MOE 2003e) in 
December 2003, which addresses the 
qualifications of the reviewer, the review 
processes, procedures and the form of 
assessment report. The Japanese Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants (JICPA) is 
expected to release guidelines for 
environmental report third party reviews in 
the same month.  
 
Fourth, environmental reporting award 
systems contribute to the increase in 
corporate environmental reporting. In Japan, 
there are two main environmental reporting 
award systems: one is the “Environmental 
Report Award” hosted by Global 
Environmental Forum and sponsored by the 
MOE. A second is the “Green Reporting 
Award” joint-hosted by the Green Reporting 
Forum and Toyo-Keizai Inc. These award 
systems were established to promote 
environmental information disclosure and 
environmental communication and to 

promote corporate voluntary environmental 
protection activities. 

Fifth, the growth of eco-funds and socially 
responsible investments encourages 
corporate environmental information 
disclosure. In Japan, since the first eco-fund 
was established in August 1999, there are 
now eleven funds at nine financial 
institutions which managed a total of 
approximately AU$1 billion, in February 
2003. As each eco-fund uses corporate 
environmental reporting and environmental 
accounting data for the evaluation of 
corporate environmental performance, 
environmental information disclosure is 
necessary for companies that wish to be 
included in eco-fund portfolios as well as 
traditional fund portfolios. Through these 
eco-funds and socially responsible 
investments, financial businesses value 
corporate environmental protection activities 
that serve as an incentive to promote further 
corporate environmental activities and their 
disclosure (MOE 2002b). 
 
Sixth, in Japan, ratings agencies encourage 
disclosure of environmental accounting 
information by companies wishing to 
improve or maintain their ratings. There are 
several environmental rating mechanisms 
and agencies, for example, “Environmental 
Management Rating” by the Sustainable 
Management Forum, “Environmental 
Management Ranking” and “Environment 
Brand Ranking” by Nikkei, and, “Corporate 
Environment Report Ranking” by Deloitte 
Touche Tohmatsu. Ishikawa and Mukoyama 
(2003) have examined the effects of 
environmental rating information on the 
value of corporate share prices in Japan. 
This research demonstrates that 
environmental rating information has been 
incorporated into the value of company 
share prices since the end of 1999. As 
environmental reporting and environmental 
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accounting disclosure form part of the 
environmental ratings, it would appear that 
these research results add another reason to 
expect further increases in corporate 
environmental reporting. 
  

3. Higher numbers of third party 
reviews 

Finally, another reason for the publication of 
separate environmental reports comes from 
the increased pressure for corporate social 
responsibility. In the past few years, many 
environmental reports have expanded their 
contents to include additional information 
about the social activities of companies. 
These practices have been influenced by the 
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) 
Sustainability Reporting Guidelines. In 
2002, of the 650 companies that published 
environmental reports, 187 (28.8%) of 
companies included both social and 
economic information in their environmental 
reports. Moreover 297(45.7%) of companies 
signalled their intention to include social and 
economic information in future 
environmental reports (MOE 2003a). In 
December 2002, the Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry (METI) established a 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
Standard Committee. It is expected that this 
move by METI will add support for 
corporate triple bottom line reporting. The 
current situation in Japan is that 
environmental reporting has taken off in a 
dramatic way. Also, the first steps towards 
sustainability reporting are emerging, based 
on the GRI guidelines.  
 
These findings and tendencies (see Figure 4) 
are likely to provide further impetus to 
environmental reporting and environmental 
accounting information disclosure. 
 
In parallel with the spread of environmental 
accounting disclosures in environmental 
reports, there is growing interest by 
management in making good use of 
environmental accounting information to 

1. Government initiatives-MOE 
Guidelines 

2. Increase in ISO14001 
certification 

4. Environmental reporting award 
systems 

5. The growth of eco-funds and 
socially responsible 
investments 

6. Environmental ratings 
7. The pressure for corporate 

social responsibility 
 
Figure 4: Factors encouraging the 
upward trend of environmental reporting 
and environmental accounting disclosure 
in Japan 
 
4. Future challenge – Progress Towards 
Environmental Management Accounting 
(EMA) 
 
achieve both a reduction in environmental 
impacts and increased income – the classic 
‘win-win’ situation. This type of 
environmental accounting, as a business 
management tool, is called environmental 
management accounting (EMA). Saio, 
Kokubu, Nashioka and Imai (2002) show 
that although there is a strong need for 
environmental accounting in support of 
management decision making, there is a 
considerable gap between “actual benefits” 
and “expected benefits” from a practical 
point of view. 
 
Responding to corporate needs for EMA, in 
1999, the METI launched a project to 
develop EMA tools suitable for Japanese 
companies, including a range of practical 
case illustrations. This project was 
completed in 2001 and METI published the 
“Environmental Management Accounting 
Tools Workbook” (METI 2002). In this 
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project, six EMA tools were developed: 
environmental capital investment appraisal, 
environmental cost planning, environmental 
cost matrix, material flow cost accounting, 
environmental corporate performance 
evaluation and life cycle costing. This METI 
project is playing an important role in the 
promotion of EMA in Japan. Kokubu and 
Nashioka (2003) examined the effectiveness 
of each EMA tool developed by the METI 
project. However, they also found that the 
number of companies making use of these 
tools is not high at this point. One reason 
might be the current lack of familiarity with 
EMA. In Japan, environmental accounting 
for external disclosure based on the MOE 
guidelines for environmental reports is well 
established. On the other hand, EMA 
practice is nascent. The need now is to 
overcome the expectation gap through 
guidance for and promotion of the practical 
uses of EMA. 
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Further information: Chika Saka and 
Roger Burritt can be contacted by email as 
follows: saka.chika@anu.edu.au and 
roger.burritt@anu.edu.au 

 

WHERE ARE AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL PARTY 
VIEWS ON SOCIETY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

HEADING?  

  
Australia has, this month, recorded a 
population of 20 million human beings. It 
remains a country with an exceedingly low 
population density. Australia is one of the 
driest continents in the world. Three levels 
of government – federal, State and Territory, 
and local, look after its political interests. 
While local government has considerable 
responsibility for society and the 
environment (eg policing, development 
approvals, licensing of business activities 
such as pollution permits, etc.), the federal 
government sets the national agenda. 
 
In November 2003 a new Leader was 
chosen for the federal Opposition Labor 
party - the Honourable Mark Latham. The 
Liberal Coalition has been in government 
since 1996, headed by the Honourable John 
Howard. The next federal election is 
expected in 2004. The Australian Democrats 
represents a third force in federal politics. 
Others include the ‘One Nation’ party and a 
small group of independent members of 
Parliament.  
 
Opinions expressed below reflect some of 
the recent, diverse views about the 
environment and society that are likely to be 

played out over the next few years in 
Australia at the federal level. 
 
First, a comment on the current federal 
Liberal Coalition policies is expressed by 
Susan Brown, a former conservation council 
co-ordinator and environment adviser to 
Australian Democrats leaders Cheryl Kernot 
and Meg Lees – both of who have since left 
the party. 
 
Second, is an edited extract from an 
insightful speech by Clive Hamilton to the 
National Left ALP/Trade Unions 
Conference at the Humanities research 
Centre, ANU, Canberra, 11 May 2002.  
 
Third, comes a solid reply to Hamilton’s 
challenge by the, now, new leader of the 
Labor opposition, Mark Latham. 
 
This is followed by a plea for control of 
media concentration made last month in 
Parliament by Kelvin Thompson - as 
reported in the daily Hansard. He feels that 
the media are too powerful and ignore 
environmental issues to follow their own 
agenda. 
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Finally, an alternative perspective on media 
concentration and the environment is 
provided by the Canadian Institutes for 
Journalism and Natural Resources.  
 
How a blue-blood Liberal 
government has quietly 
adapted to greenie ways,  
By Susan Brown, Australian 
Democrats. 
 
No one expected a green-tinged Liberal 
Party under John Howard. Not the public, 
which assured most pollsters before the 
1996 election that it trusted the Australian 
Democrats and Australian Labor Party 
more on the environment. Certainly not 
conservation groups, which play footsy 
with conservatives only when they want to 
teach the ALP [Australian Labor Party] a 
lesson. And not the Liberals, with a 
membership then uninterested in the 
environment and a policy platform tending 
to the minimalist. 
But this month the Howard government 
agreed to start pulling environmental flow 
back to the Murray-Darling rivers. It is the 
latest in unexpected big-ticket 
environmental moves by the Liberals. 
Cabinet has also moved towards protecting 
one-third of the Great Barrier Reef.  

A muted press release merely announced 
structural adjustment for the fishing 
industry, despite Environment Minister 
David Kemp getting one hell of a cabinet 
win. Liberal environment ministers aren't 
allowed to gloat because it salts the wounds 
of an already outraged National Party and 
annoys some industry groups. Yet the record 
shows a Liberal government that has done 
more for the environment than any 
government. 

These Liberals are accidental greenies. They 
knew whatever they did, they would never 
be accepted by some of the main 
conservation groups which, despite their 
rhetoric, cannot deal ideologically with 
conservative governments. But they headed 
up a country rapidly outspending its 
environmental bank account. In a green-
tinged Senate, big political packages came 
with an environmental price tag. 

Governance for the environment is difficult 
in Australia. The legacy of the floundering 
fathers' Constitution of federated states 
means states have control of water and much 
of the land. There are many environmental 
examples of state-federal bunfights 
paralysed by competitiveness, politics and 
finger-pointing.  

The ALP-established environment policy 
under Gough Whitlam and Malcolm Fraser 
followed the trend. But by the Hawke-
Keating years, well-organised industry and 
some union groups were able to threaten 
greenish cabinet ministers intent on wider 
reform. They effectively turned federal ALP 
environment policy into bone-throwing 
events - a new park here, an inquiry there. 

On ascension in 1996, the Liberals expected 
to go no further than the $1billion Natural 
Heritage Trust, a clever political ploy 
designed to buy votes for the part sale of 
Telstra [a national telecommunications 
company]. But a GST and diesel deal for the 
Democrats included a fat $1.2 billion 
environment package in new and changed 
spending directed to clean air and 
greenhouse initiatives.  

The government was mildly surprised to 
note it was the biggest single amount given 
over to the environment. Perhaps it could 
deal with this bothersome portfolio after all. 
In the next deal with the Democrats, the 
Liberals achieved a complete overhaul of 
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federal environmental legislation, giving 
sweeping new powers to the environment 
minister, and giving the community and 
conservation groups the right to be 
informed, to question and to go to court over 
decisions. States, industry and farming 
groups were furious. But the environment 
announcements kept coming.  

Nearly $2 billion more for the National 
Heritage Trust, $1.4 billion for the National 
Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality, 
$500 million for the Living Murray plan and 
hundreds of millions of dollars more for 
oceans, sustainable cities, water quality, land 
and marine reserve areas, and so on. There is 
even $150 million for Queensland land 
clearing should the Nationals stop helping 
farmers spoil the process with the same 
enthusiasm they are spoiling much of the 
land.  

The Liberals got over their green shudder by 
placing environment under the trendy 
moniker, an aspirational issue. Not everyone 
wants a week in the wilderness but they like 
to know it's there. They want clean water in 
the rivers, fish in the sea and control over 
the bulldozers. The government knows 
investors and insurers are telling business 
that unless sustainability is up at board level, 
companies are taking considerable risks in 
the medium-to-long term.  

Despite low-profile announcements, the 
message is getting through. Although for 
much of the past decade the Liberals have 
lagged behind Labor in polling on the 
environment, recent polls show the main 
parties level-pegging, sometimes with the 
Liberals in front. 

Mind you, the Liberals haven't given up 
their day job: keeping the big end of town 
happy. The Howard government still refuses 
to sign the Kyoto Protocol, facilitates 
uranium mines and brings in wider fossil-

fuel subsidies. Some of the government's 
environment spending has been slow or off-
target and it slashed environment group 
funding. And environmental problems 
continue to worsen. The State of the 
Environment report shows we are not 
moving fast enough to overtake the rapid 
decline in natural ecosystems.  

Still, it's hard to argue there hasn't been 
increased environmental spending, increased 
federal protection for more of Australia and 
more environment laws passed under this 
government. And it will keep coming. There 
is no guarantee the rest of Telstra will be 
sold but you can bet full privatisation would 
come with a hefty environmental price.  

The forests issue is re-emerging. The 
campaigners are not just ferals but also the 
fed-up middle class - and they are gaining 
increasing media coverage. Clearly, the ALP 
will have to work much harder than it 
imagined. Tories as greenies? 
Source: Online Opinion, posted Tuesday, 
December 02, 2003. 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au. This 
article was first published in The 
Australian newspaper on 25 November 
2003. Many thanks to the editor of Online 
Opinion and to the author for permission 
to reproduce. 
 

Social democracy under 
consumer capitalism, 
by Clive Hamilton, The 
Australia Institute. 
Since the early 1980s, many of us have been 
searching for a coherent alternative to neo-
liberalism, for a way of reinventing social 
democracy in an era of global consumer 
capitalism. We have failed miserably. The 
left has been wandering in the wilderness, 
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mouthing the old slogans to a world that is 
no longer interested, distraught at its 
irrelevance, but not knowing where to turn. 

The vacuum has been filled by the pallid 
apologetics of the so-called Third Way - 
Thatcherism with a human face. The Third 
Way is the way that no-one can define, a 
program in search of a rationale, a social 
analysis in which conflict is conveniently 
replaced by complexity, and in which any 
talk of power is taboo. 

Around the world, we have seen the parties 
of the left transformed into their opposite, 
with the spin doctor elbowing out the policy 
advisor. They have increasingly become 
parties for politicians who are not sure what 
they stand for but which employ advertising 
agencies to convince us that they stand for 
something. The Third Way is essential to the 
new dispensation of political convergence in 
which the historic battle of ideologies has 
been superseded by product differentiation. 

The left itself is responsible for this state of 
affairs. It remains wedded to a view of the 
social order defined by class, exploitation 
and inequality. Difficult as it may be to 
admit, social democrats and democratic 
socialists have a psychological 
predisposition to believe that the mass of 
people are suffering from material 
deprivation. We thrive on the imagined 
wretchedness of others. When the economy 
goes bad we feel secretly vindicated, for our 
reason to condemn the system is renewed. 

But we must face up to the facts – the left’s 
"deprivation model" is today the opposite of 
the truth. The dominant characteristic of 
contemporary Australia is not deprivation 
but abundance. 

By any standard Australia is an enormously 
wealthy country. The great majority of its 
citizens want for nothing. In 1950, average 

real incomes were around $9,000; today 
they are more than $30,000. Average 
households today are filled with big-screen 
TVs and DVDs. When we overfly the 
suburban expanses of Sydney, we see 
backyards dotted with swimming pools. It is 
nothing for an average parent to spend 
$1,000 on a present for a child or to buy 
them a personal mobile phone. Ordinary 
families happily shell out $40,000 for a four-
wheel drive play-thing and gamble away a 
few thousand dollars each year merely for 
entertainment. They avail themselves of 
sophisticated healthcare when it’s needed. 
Almost everyone has access to good quality 
primary and secondary education. 

In real terms, Australians today are at least 
three times better off than their parents were 
after the war, and the fact is that the 
distribution of income is about the same. Of 
course, there is a residual at the bottom who 
are struggling. We still have poverty (and, 
let’s face it, we probably always will). As a 
society we have an obligation to attempt 
ceaselessly to eradicate it. But why does the 
left continue to base its entire social 
philosophy and political strategy on the 
circumstances of the bottom 10 or 20 per 
cent? Concern for the underprivileged 
should not provide the driving force for a 
politics of social change in a society where 
the daily experience of the great majority is 
occupied not with how to pay the bills but 
with how to enjoy their unprecedented 
wealth. 

The model of society where the dominant 
social evil is want has been rendered 
irrelevant by five decades of sustained 
economic growth. It might be argued that 
the left is concerned not with material 
wealth but with exploitation. But it is 
impossible today to argue that the mass of 
people in industrialised countries is 
exploited, at least not in the way the left has 
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traditionally understood the term. Both the 
structure and nature of classes are 
fundamentally different. Liberation itself has 
not been denied but co-opted by consumer 
capitalism. 

Modern consumer capitalism is wracked by 
a great contradiction – that between the 
promise of consumer capitalism and the 
modern social condition. Despite the 
fantastic promises of material progress, and 
the extraordinary success of capitalism in 
delivering undreamt of wealth for ordinary 
people, the people are still not happy. 

In the USA, where consistent surveys have 
been conducted since 1946, real incomes 
have increased by 400 per cent, yet there has 
been no increase in reported levels of well-
being. Indeed, the proportion of Americans 
reporting themselves to be ‘very happy’ has 
declined from 35 per cent in 1957 to 30 per 
cent in 1988, while the percentage who said 
they agreed with the statement that they are 
‘pretty well satisfied with your financial 
situation’ fell from 42 to 30 per cent.  

The story is the same in Australia. The 
growth project has failed; but it is too 
threatening for people to admit it. In the 
USA, there is virtually no difference in 
reported levels of life satisfaction between 
people with incomes of $20,000 and 
$80,000. Overall, over half of the population 
of the richest country in the world say they 
cannot afford everything that they really 
need. And it’s not just the poorer half. 

The pursuit of wealth is not making us any 
happier. It is not simply that other trends in 
society, occurring in parallel with rising 
incomes, have offset the benefits of wealth; 
the process of economic growth itself has 
produced a seriously sick society. In a mass 
of evidence from the USA, mirrored by 
studies in Australia and other rich countries, 

the richest people in the world are saying 
that they are miserable, that it’s not worth it, 
and, most disturbingly of all, that the 
process of getting rich is the cause of the 
problems. 

So the issues for the left today are not those 
of exploitation, poverty and discrimination. 
At the dawn of the 21st century, the 
sicknesses we face are overwhelmingly the 
sicknesses of affluence. We see epidemics of 
the diseases of boredom and alienation, 
especially gambling, television catatonia and 
recreational shopping. 

We see an epidemic of drug use, both legal 
and illegal. Our response to unruly children 
is to drug them into submission with Ritalin. 

For all of the hype, the information 
superhighway is principally a conduit for 
pornography, and there is an insatiable 
demand for soft-core titillation on television 
and video. 

Moreover, at a time of unprecedented levels 
of personal wealth, citizens of rich countries 
are afflicted with an epidemic of 
psychological disorders. According to one 
study, depression has increased ten-fold 
among Americans born since World War II. 

Young people, the principal beneficiaries of 
super-affluence, are most prone to clinical 
depression, manifested in record rates of 
teenage suicide and other social pathologies 
such as self-destructive drug taking. 

Today, our greatest afflictions are associated 
not with deprivation but with over-
consumption. We are gorging ourselves and 
growing fat. The volume of waste we 
generate is enormous. We discard and 
destroy vast quantities of useful goods. 
Driven to consume more and more, we are 
willing to pour our wastes into the 
atmosphere, oceans and landfills, causing 
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severe damage to the natural world that 
sustains us. 

In the age of global consumer capitalism 
then, the defining predicament is not a lack 
of money, but a lack of meaning. From a 
mass of psychological studies, confirmed by 
folk wisdom, there is one factor that stands 
out as differentiating more happy from less 
happy people- a sense of meaning and 
purpose in life. 

Yet a lack of purpose is the hollow centre of 
life in modern consumer capitalism. It is the 
hole we try to fill with consumption. As 
long as we cleave to the deprivation model 
we validate the belief in the general 
populace that the foremost means to social 
and personal betterment is continuously to 
raise incomes. The left reinforces the belief 
by those in government, of whatever party, 
that everything must be sacrificed on the 
altar of economic growth. In the interests of 
more growth we must have privatisation, 
free trade, small government, lower taxes, 
corporate welfare, competition policy and 
reduced welfare payments. We cannot adopt 
policies of sustainability because they might 
affect growth. 

The left is as much the slave of growth 
fetishism as the right. The deprivation model 
draws the power from progressive people, 
not only because it means they share the 
fundamental goal of neo-liberalism but, 
crucially, because it prevents the left from 
joining with the most serious political and 
intellectual challenge to consumer 
capitalism: environmentalism. It explains 
the uneasy dissonance between the left’s 
preoccupation with deprivation and 
environmentalists’ emphasis on the perils of 
abundance. Put crudely, one wants more 
growth and one wants less. 

The political implications of all of this are 
profound. The left must discard its old 
understanding of the world. We must accept 
that capitalism has moved to a phase of 
abundance broadly spread. We must focus 
on the things that really do affect the well-
being of ordinary people and the processes 
that condition society. For despite its 
extraordinary successes, and at a time of 
complete political hegemony, capitalism is 
more fragile than it has ever been. Why? 
With more wealth at their disposal than ever 
before, most people could simply choose not 
to participate, to no longer notice the 
advertisements, to step off the materialist 
treadmill, to discard the DVD player, the 
second house, the luxury car, the holidays 
abroad, the meaningless acquisitions. To do 
so would not mean taking to the barricades, 
or putting themselves on the breadline. 

All it takes is a recognition that personal 
contentment is more important than money, 
and that it is possible to find a purpose in 
life that is fulfilling and self-expressive. If 
ordinary people today are exploited, then it 
is by common consent. They choose the 
gilded cage. We need a politics that will 
point out that the door of the gilded cage is 
open, so that ordinary people can achieve 
liberation and authentic lives in which 
community and relationships are valued 
above wealth and status. We need a politics 
for a society in which the citizens are 
committed to a rich life rather than a life of 
riches. 

A post-growth politics would deprive capital 
of much of its political power, because 
people would everywhere reject the 
assumption that everything – including our 
communities, the natural world and our 
dignity – should be sacrificed on the altar of 
growth.  
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Clive Hamilton is Executive Director of The 
Australia Institute. The Australia Institute is 
an independent public policy research 
centre funded by grants from philanthropic 
trusts, memberships and commissioned 
research. 
 
Source: Online Opinion, posted 15.6.02 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au.  
Many thanks to the editor of Online Opinion 
and to the author for permission to 
reproduce. 
 
Let them eat lentils, 
by Mark Latham, Leader of 
the Opposition, Parliament of 
Australia 
Question: which Australian think tank 
recently declared that, "the issues of the Left 
today are not those of exploitation, poverty 
and discrimination?" 

If you are thinking of the neo-liberal IPA or 
HR Nicholls Society, think again. These are 
the words of Clive Hamilton from the 
Australia Institute in a speech to Left-wing 
union officials in Canberra. 

I cannot imagine Left-of-Centre politics in 
this country without a passionate 
commitment to the elimination of poverty 
and discrimination. Indeed, this should be a 
unifying theme on our side of politics. 
Unless we win the war against poverty our 
hopes for social justice will be just a 
pipedream. 

The Hamilton thesis, in fact, reveals the 
poverty of Green Left thinking. His 
argument is riddled with confusion and 
contradictions. 

Hamilton claims to be an opponent of Third 
Way politics, yet his paper mimics the chief 

concern of the Third Way – the 
disconnection between GDP growth and 
human happiness. This is the central 
paradox of modern capitalism. We live in a 
society with record levels of financial capital 
but declining levels of social capital. 

Hamilton has identified an important issue 
but advocated the wrong solution. The 
deterioration in social capital should not be 
used as an excuse for giving up on the 
problems of social disadvantage. Far from it, 
these two goals are highly compatible. Only 
by creating stronger communities, where 
people trust in each other and work together 
cooperatively, can we hope to address the 
problems of poverty and discrimination. 

Instead of repairing social capital at its core 
through community-building initiatives, 
Hamilton advocates an extreme, anti-
materialist agenda. In his world, working 
families should be able to "step off the 
materialist treadmill, to discard the DVD 
player, the second house, the luxury car, the 
holidays abroad, the meaningless 
acquisitions." 

If only this were true. In the real world, 
economic insecurity and poverty remain. 
The purpose of Left-wing politics must be to 
ensure that all Australians can access 
material goods – economic assets, decent 
incomes and the comforts of the consumer 
age. 

This highlights the burning contradiction in 
Hamilton’s agenda. He wants working class 
people to hold middle class, environmental 
values without the benefits of middle class 
incomes and assets. 

This is the ultimate betrayal of the Green 
Left: post-materialist basket weaving for 
gentrified inner-city types like Hamilton, 
while those of us in the suburbs should 
simply forget about the public housing 
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estates nearby, with their 40 percent 
unemployment rates and 80 percent welfare 
dependency. "Let them eat lentils" is the 
Hamilton mantra. 

In practice, the first challenge for Left-of-
Centre politics is to re-engage the public in a 
dialogue about a good society. During a time 
of constant change and uncertainty, most 
people now glaze over at the thought of "big 
picture" politics. Their primary interests are 
at a neighbourhood level – the small nuggets 
of public policy that can improve local 
schools, clean up the streets and rebuild a 
sense of community and place. 

In the era of globalisation, the politics of 
community matters more, not less. It is in 
this local realm that people first learn the 
habits of trust and cooperation. If this inner 
core of social capital is weak then people are 
unlikely to meet the broader challenges of 
social justice. 

Globalisation is calling on society to trust in 
strangers, to understand the needs of people 
we are never likely to know or to meet first-
hand. At the moment, Australians are 
struggling to trust in asylum seekers, the 
Third World poor and even our own 
indigenous communities. This represents a 
major breakdown in the strategies and 
engagement of the Left. 

For whatever reason, Left-wing politics in 
Australia has lacked a strong tradition of 
mutualism and community-building. It has 
relied heavily on state-led strategies and 
neglected the importance of neighbourhood 
politics. As the Left now seeks to redefine 
itself and cope with a new politics, it must 
overcome this deficiency. 

A solution lies in communitarianism – 
governments facilitating the rules of 
community engagement, acting as brokers in 
the relationships and connections between 

people. This is a vital strategy for combating 
individualism and restoring social capital. 

Ultimately, the choice between government 
bureaucracies and market forces is flawed. It 
neglects the space in the middle where 
people come together in voluntary action. It 
ignores the mutual interests and associations 
that make up civil society. 

The new role for government is to create the 
space and opportunities within which 
neighbourhood politics can thrive. 
Communities should not be campaigning for 
better services. They should be running 
them. 

Answers are available for Left-of-Centre 
politics. If we are to create a good society, it 
must come from the inside out. With a solid, 
inner core of trust and cooperation, we can 
then rid our society of the curse of poverty 
and discrimination. 

Hamilton can keep his wickerwork and 
rabbit food. I’ll stick with economic and 
social justice as frontline issues for the 
Labor Party. 
Source: Online Opinion, posted 15.6.02 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au.  
Many thanks to the editor of Online Opinion 
and to the author for permission to 
reproduce. 
 
Media’s Role in Promoting 
Environmental Issues is 
Lacking! 
comments made by Kelvin 
Thompson, Labor Member. 
 
The following extract is taken from 
Hansard, the House of Representatives, 
Parliament of Australia, 1 December 2003, 
p.23052 ff. during a discussion of media 
power and how the current federal 
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government is helping to increase the 
powers of media organizations. 
Environmental issues, it seems, are just not 
newsworthy….when money and power are 
at stake.
 
Mr KELVIN THOMSON (Member of 
Parliament for Wills – Australian Labor 
Party) (6.26 p.m.) —  I was not going to 
speak on the Broadcasting Services 
Amendment (Media Ownership) Bill 2002 
[No. 2] but the dramatic political events of 
the last few days [Ed. The standing down of 
the previous Labor leader, Simon Crean, 
and election of a new leader, Mark Latham, 
in the federal Parliament] have caused me 
to decide that I ought to speak up and tell a 
few home truths to that small, hardy political 
band out there who listen to the broadcasts 
of parliament. Generally, most of us remain 
silent about the issue of media concentration 
in this country. I think those of us in politics 
do so sometimes out of fear or out of the 
hope of political advancement but, from my 
point of view, it is time that I stated some of 
the things that I have learnt in my 15 years 
in state and federal parliaments about this 
issue of media ownership and 
concentration…. 
 
My personal experience, having put out 
what must amount to hundreds of press 
releases during the past couple of years in 
my environment portfolio, has been that the 
commercial media take no interest in these 
press releases at all, yet I field any number 
of calls and requests for interview on the 
question of leadership of the federal 
parliamentary Labor Party. The media has 
used that question as a means of 
undermining and attacking the federal Labor 
Party. 
 
We have taken a position of principle on this 
bill. Occasionally people say that the Labor 
Party fail to take positions of principle. That 

is not correct; we have taken a position of 
principle on this bill—and, indeed, we are 
paying a price for it. I will talk a little 
further about the sort of price you pay in 
these circumstances. In my own portfolio 
area, we release policies but none of the 
commercial media take the slightest interest 
in them. Given that polling frequently shows 
that the environment rates in third place in 
issues of public concern behind only health 
and education—that is, it is the third-largest 
issue of public concern—you would think 
that perhaps the views of the federal 
parliamentary Labor Party were worth 
mentioning. We have been putting those 
views forward. Whether it is on land 
clearing, climate change, water for the 
Murray River or protecting the Great Barrier 
Reef, we have been putting policies forward. 
But the commercial TV stations and 
newspapers never touch federal Labor’s 
positions. 
 
We have an environment reporter for the 
Australian [Ed. A national daily 
newspaper], Amanda Hodge, who would 
sooner die than publish anything concerning 
federal Labor’s position on these issues. The 
Age [Ed. A daily newspaper in the State of 
Victoria] is about the same: Point Nepean is 
an issue that the Age has pursued with some 
vigour but there was not a word about things 
like the visit by Simon Crean to Point 
Nepean and his declaration that federal 
Labor would hand over that land to Victoria 
to be incorporated in the national park. [Ed. 
Point Nepean is an area of land in the hands 
of the federal Department of Defence, which 
was made available for a 50 year lease, 
which community groups worried would be 
a form of private ownership, reducing public 
access and opening the site to development 
as State planning laws would not apply. The 
Victorian government (a Labor government) 
wishes to have the area made into a national 
park, (see The Age 
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http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/08/
25/1061663734217.html?from=storyrhs, 
accessed on 8 December 2003]. There was 
not a word about the private member’s bill 
which I introduced into the House to transfer 
Point Nepean to the Victorian government to 
be used as a national park. any commercial 
reporting of them, the issues they raise or 
what they say about Labor policy. We have 
a commercial media whose intention is to 
keep marginalising Labor until we capitulate 
on this bill. They want this bill through 
because it means more power to them and 
more money in the bank. 
 
I do not know how to solve the problem of 
the way the commercial media uses its 
political power to seek commercial 
objectives but I do know that we cannot 
capitulate. We cannot support this bill. It 
would be a betrayal of political principle for 
political expediency, and we cannot expect 
our supporters to support us on that basis. 
Furthermore, if we say yes now, the media 
barons will just get even more powerful and 
it will become even harder to say no to them 
the next time around.  
 
I just hope that maybe there are a few 
ordinary Australians out there who are 
interested in and thinking about this issue 
and who will demand that the Howard 
government withdraws this bill and backs 
off—some people out there who will 
demand that we keep some media 
concentration laws in place and that we 
make an effort to protect media diversity. 
Ultimately the health of our democracy 
depends on it. 
 

A CANADIAN SOLUTION TO MEDIA 
POWER AND THE ENVIRONMENT? 

One way to overcome this lack of media 
interest in environmental press statements 
has been suggested in Canada, by the 

Institutes for Journalism and Natural 
Resources (IJNR) (Matching the Scenery: 
Journalism's Duty to the American West, 
August 2003, IJNR). Since 1995, IJNR has 
been helping to increase the competence of 
individual journalists all across North 
America - the reporters, assignment editors, 
bureau chiefs, story editors and newsroom 
managers who determine, shape and produce 
coverage of natural resources, economic 
development, population growth and 
environment. Criteria for reporting that were 
shaped by the Board of Governors of IJNR's 
Wallace Stegner Initiative include:  

• Accuracy and Clarity 
Reporting clearly, factually and without 
serious omissions about events, trends 
and issues of growth, development and 
the environment.  

• Significance and Relevance 
Choosing to emphasize those events, 
trends and issues that clearly stand out as 
significant and relevant to the 
community and the region.  

• Frequency and Persistence 
Examining regularly and often the 
significant and relevant events, trends 
ands issues of growth, development and 
the environment. Making a sustained 
effort to pursue this coverage as 
important stories continue to evolve.  

• Prominence and Proportionality 
Demonstrating consistently sound 
judgment by reporting and displaying 
stories about growth, development and 
the environment in proportion to their 
significance and relevance. Refraining 
from sensational or trivial treatments of 
trends and issues.  
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• Credibility and Context 
Providing a consistent and credible 
range of viewpoints in coverage of 
growth, development and the 
environment. Incorporating sufficient 
context in coverage, thus helping 
audiences to increase their awareness 
and to reach responsible conclusions.  

 
According to the Canadian Institute for 
Business and the Environment (Vol. 8, No. 
9, December 1, 2003) [Colin Issacs, Editor], 
a recent report on journalism’s duty to the 
North American West states that the current 
performance of most daily newspapers with 
respect to reporting on growth, development 
and the environment “needs to improve a 
lot”. That is the assessment of a well 
qualified Montana-based journalism 
education foundation, Institutes for 
Journalism and Natural Resources, about 
newspapers in an area where at least some 
newspapers actually try to cover 
environment in an informative way.  
 
Some fifteen or so years ago one of 
Canada’s national newspapers decided that 
it was wrong to have a specialist 
environment reporter on staff. As I 
understand it, the argument was that a 
specialist reporter may develop a bias which 
may detract from his or her ability to write a 
balanced story. A generalist reporter, on the 
other hand, was supposed to be less inclined 
to bias, reporting only on the information 
provided by the various parties to the news 
story. Today most papers seem to have 
followed this lead: there are virtually no 
specialist environment reporters in any of 
Canada’s print or electronic media. 
 
The theory behind abolition of the specialist 
environment reporter position superficially 
appears to have merit but in fact ignores the 
complexity of environmental reporting. 

When industry, government or an 
environmental group puts out a press release 
on a topic, let’s say PCBs, they do not 
provide an entire description of what PCBs 
are, where they come from, and in what way 
they are harmful to humans and the 
environment. A press release is normally no 
longer than a page or two, far short of the 
whole book needed to educate the general 
reporter on the background of PCBs and 
their particular form of adverse 
environmental impact. The deadline 
pressure on journalists to write stories for 
publication makes it impossible for the 
general reporter to research a topic like 
PCBs in any depth, so the story becomes 
one about the confrontation rather than a 
much more informative and useful one about 
the effects of the PCBs and what industry, 
government and environmental groups are 
doing to eliminate their release. Increasingly 
the public sees environmental issues as 
being about battles between industry or 
government and environmentalists rather 
than about the transition to a more 
environmentally responsible society. 
 
The IJNR report addresses these concerns in 
a well-researched manner. It recommends 
that there should be specialist environment 
and development reporters, it recommends 
increasing training for environmental 
reporters, and it urges newspapers to take 
more risks by exploring and testing other 
formats and approaches to gathering and 
telling complicated stories about growth, 
development and the environment. These 
conclusions are extremely relevant not just 
in the west but across North America. IJNR 
urge all those interested in the media, and 
particularly those who are newspaper 
publishers, to give this report the very 
serious consideration that it deserves. 
 
Content analysts take note!
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CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE 

Roger Burritt School of Business and 
Information Management, Australian 
National University.
 
Corporate governance has been much in the 
news in recent months, following the failure 
of a number of companies because of 
shoddy management, accounting, reporting 
and auditing practices.  Many shareholders, 
employees, creditors, local communities and 
others have suffered losses, financial and 
otherwise, because of mis-management and 
poor accountability processes. Such 
instances of corporate fraud, difficulty, 
dilemma and disaster occur with regular 
monotony over time. These instances tend to 
be reviewed, analysed, commented upon, a 
few changes made, and then it is back to 
business as usual.  
 
Changes to corporate governance practices 
seem unlikely to stop future recurrence of 
problems, especially where managers do not 
develop a consciousness about the needs of 
others in their actions and decisions. 
Although potential changes to corporate 
governance mechanisms do not represent the 
total solution to the problems outlined 
above, such changes can help to improve 
awareness of corporate managers and 
directors about what is considered to be 
acceptable behaviour by people working 
through their corporations for themselves, 
for money and for society.  
 
At present, following the sullying of their 
image, there is a period of reflection 
underway for the Accountancy and Auditing 
professions. Professional reputations have 
been damaged. Public attention has been 
drawn to the need for stopping, or at worst 

checking, unacceptable accounting practices. 
In this situation an opportunity has arisen, 
through environmental, triple bottom line 
and sustainability accounting and reporting, 
to bring pressure on corporate management 
to address social and environmental issues, 
rather than merely focus on the pursuit of 
short term monetary gains at the expense of 
the environment and society.  
 
The notion of corporate environmental 
governance has emerged to provides a 
connection with (the cement for?) the three 
pillars of sustainable development - 
economic, environmental and social. 
Corporate Environmental Governance has 
been defined as “...setting out the 
responsibilities of directors and establishing 
the accountability of the board to all the 
company's stakeholders [such that it] 
includes the systems and tools used to 
achieve the company's environmental 
objectives and their effectiveness in meeting 
desired outcomes (University of Hong Kong 
2003b).  
 
Two perspectives on Corporate 
Environmental Governance illustrate its 
potential importance in environmental 
protection: those of an Asian University and 
those of the European Environment Agency. 
 
In Asia, from The University of Hong 
Kong’s Master in Social Sciences Corporate 
Environmental Governance Programme 
established in 2002, we learn that 
‘Companies that respond effectively to the 
challenges of sustainability can gain a 
competitive advantage, exploit new market 
opportunities, boost market share, increase 
shareholder value, and become more 



profitable’ Bold questions are asked such as: 
“How can companies better position 
themselves to meet the challenges of 
sustainability?  
 
Improved Corporate Environmental 
Governance is one way to respond to these 
challenges. How can this be done? A 
number of suggestions are made: 
• By developing new policies and 

practices to reduce exposure to the risks 
associated with environmental damage 
and the inefficient use of resources, and  

• By demonstrating to stakeholders that 
the company operates safely and has 
adopted the principles of environmental 
sustainability. 

 
It is also suggested that efffective Corporate 
Environmental Governance can help a 
company to: 
• Reduce the risk of causing damage to the 

environment  
• Use resources more efficiently  
• Improve its image among stakeholders, 

and 
• Give the public greater confidence that it 

operates in a responsible way. 
 
Tools of corporate environmental 
governance can include: 
• the introduction corporate environmental 

accounting and reporting  
• adoption of in-house environmental 

management and auditing systems  
• certification under the ISO14000 series 

of standards  
• environmental supply chain 

management, and 
• product stewardship  (University of 

Hong Kong 2003b). 
 
Could it really be that business management 
and directors can cast off the shackles of 
short-term financial capitalism, engage with 

the management of things and people in a 
way that is empathetic towards social 
processes and progress and reduced 
environmental footprints? Proponents of the 
dictum ‘Can I have markets with that?’ will 
give up in despair at the suggestion. They 
argue why should environmental and social 
considerations be taken into account by 
companies? Surely the profit motive is the 
main driver of corporate action?  
 
On the other hand, people seeking fewer 
market mechanisms and greater involvement 
of the state in the resolution of critical social 
and environmental issues, should see a ray 
of hope in the introduction of these tools, as 
they at least fulfill an education function for 
business and may even affect corporate 
decisions - as well as providing a 'softening-
up' of business thereby making state goals 
for environmental protection easier to 
achieve.   
 
In practice, following the stock market 
setback and associated revelations of 
corporate greed, the acceptability of a 
middle way, recognising and engaging a 
balance between private property, markets 
and state involvement in producing good 
environmental solutions for society is more 
of a possibility today than it has been for 
many decades. Corporate directors, 
managers, people and governments all have 
an important role in moving the agenda for 
effective corporate environmental 
governance forward. Environmental 
accounting for managers is one of the tools 
to be promoted in the corporate governance 
toolkit. 
 
'Google-eyed' watchers will also notice the 
UK Environment Agency lending its support 
to a policy on Corporate Environmental 
Governance (UKEA 2003). The UKEA 
policy makes the following reformist 
comments:  
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- on company directors 
• We think Company Directors should 

have a legal duty of care for the 
environment, and their statutory annual 
report and audited accounts should 
include details of their environmental 
training and expertise to enable 
investors, customers, and the general 
public to be assured that environmental 
risks have been properly managed and 
reduced. 

• We think Company Directors should 
report in the statutory Annual Report and 
audited Accounts how they have 
managed their environmental risks and 
report on their environmental 
performance, including disclosing 
verified emissions to air/land and water. 
They should also explain how they are 
positively seeking to continually reduce 
these and their other environmental 
impacts to improve their overall 
company performance. 

• The Annual Report and audited 
Accounts should disclose whether the 
Company or any of its Directors has ever 
been previously prosecuted for any 
environmental or wildlife offence that 
resulted in enforcement action, 
prosecution, a fine, or other punishments 
including disqualification or 
imprisonment. 

 
- on environmental reporting 
• Directors of large companies with over 

250 employees should be required to 
report on their environmental 
performance in their statutory Annual 
Report and Accounts as outlined below 
so they are accountable to their 
shareholders and stakeholders, including 
their employees, suppliers, and the 
general public. 

• Companies should set targets and report 
on historic trends for key indicators of 

environmental performance such as 
emissions to air, land and water. They 
should also report on any serious 
pollution incidents or damage to 
wildlife, and any enforcement actions, 
prosecutions and fines against the 
Company or other types of previous 
conviction or punishment including 
imprisonment of its Directors for 
environmental or wildlife crimes. 
Companies should also take the 
opportunity to report on positive actions 
taken to improve environmental 
performance. 

• Companies in the FTSE All Share Index 
should also voluntarily produce a more 
detailed Environmental Report for their 
stakeholders and shareholders, and 
operating site reports for local 
communities for businesses with high 
environmental impacts. They should be 
prepared to agreed standards and be 
audited and verified. 

 
- on environmental accounting 
• Companies should account for the 

environment within their financial 
systems and produce a simple 
environmental profit and loss statement, 
and green balance sheet. They should 
cover income and value derived from the 
environment including environmental 
assets, products, services, and by-
products. It should also cover 
expenditure on natural resources, 
licences/permits to operate, 
environmental protection measures and 
capital investment in anti-pollution 
equipment, payment of green taxes and 
court fines, and any provisions made for 
contingent liabilities eg remediation of 
contaminated land. 

 
- on external auditing, verification and 
disclosure 
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• Environmental performance statements 
should be audited and verified to 
recognised financial/ environmental 
accounting, reporting and auditing 
standards. 

• Companies should consider the merits of 
having a Health, Safety and 
Environment Committee to review and 
improve environmental performance. 
They should also include an item on 
environmental performance at their 
AGM to demonstrate their commitment 
to sustainable development, and enable 
shareholders to raise any issues about 
their environmental performance. 

• Company Annual Report and Accounts 
(and Environmental Reports) placed on 
the Internet and lodged at Companies 
House. In this way they will be available 
to shareholders, stakeholders, the 
Environment Agency, and the general 
public to assess the company 
environmental performance alongside its 
economic and social performance. 

 
The idea of corporate environmental 
governance is not new, neither is there a 
shortage of opinion about the notion  (see, 
for example, the range of views expressed in 
Ledgerwood 1997 and Araya 2003 for a 
macro view). Perhaps it will become a major 
consideration and motivator for 

development of corporate environmental 
accounting and reporting. 
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ENVIRONMENT EXTRA! 

JAPAN STARTS PROJECT FOR 
CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  
(CSR) STANDARD 

The Japanese Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry (METI) launched the 
CSR Standard-Making Initiative as a new 
project of the Japanese Standards 
Association (JSA).  

The purpose of this initiative is to explore 
what kinds of CSR standards are the most 
useful for consumers, employees, suppliers, 
shareholders, and other stakeholders from 
the viewpoint of Japanese and Asian 
perspectives.  
 
Based upon this analysis, the initiative plans 
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to make a CSR standard, which is suitable 
and workable for not only the global 
community but also for Japanese/Asian 
business and civil societies.  
By June 2004, the initiative will finish its 
work of making the CSR standard. The 
initiative is chaired by Professor Iwao Taka, 
and its members are mainly representatives 
of major Japanese business corporations. 
 
The Chair of the Japanese CSR initiative, 
Professor Taka, has stated "We strongly 
believe that the CSR standard should be 
flexible enough to respect cultural diversity 
and supportive enough to encourage each 
organization to explore a new frontier of 
CSR activities." 

Source: International News 14-11-2003 on 
the Intyernational Corporate 
Environmental Reporting Site at 
http://www.enviroreporting.com. 
   
ASIA PACIFIC RESPONSIBLE CARE 
 
Responsible Care was an early initiative 
in the development of improved 
transparency and accountability in the 
chemicals industry. 
 
Chris van Lint, secretary general of the 
Asia Pacific Responsible Care 
Organization (APRO) comments on the 
Responsible Care movement in the Asia 
Pacific region and a conference that was 
held on 4-7 November 2003 in Seoul (see 
http://www.aprcc.com/about/ab_invit.htm
l). 
``Responsible Care’’ was first conceived 
and implemented over 15 years ago in 
Canada by the Canadian Chemical 
Producers Association (CCPA), following 
the terrible mishap in Bhopal.  

The chemical industry in Canada recognized 
that urgent action was needed to approach 
questions related to Environment, Health 
and Safety in the industry in a systematic 
manner.  

The industry also felt that a transparent and 
pro-active dialogue with stakeholders, such 
as neighbours was absolutely essential. This 
was the catalyst for the creation of the 
Responsible Care initiative.  

The most concise definition of Responsible 
Care is that it is a “voluntary initiative by 
the chemical industry to continuously 
improve performance in Safety, Health and 
the Environment (SHE).’’  

It is important to note that in the above 
statement emphasis is placed on the fact that 
the program is for the chemical industry and 
that it is voluntary.  

Perhaps even more important is the implicit 
requirement that the program is committed 
to continuous improvement. In other words 
Responsible Care is a never-ending journey 
toward a cleaner environment, greater safety 
and health in the industry.  

Cynics might opine that a voluntary 
initiative would open the way for 
participants to be less than committed 
toward fulfilling their obligations. Practical 
experience has proved that the opposite is 
true.  

The fact that the commitment is made on a 
voluntary basis, after careful consideration 
of the obligations, has resulted in an 
absolute commitment by signatories. One of 
the requirements of signing up for the 
program is that the CEO provides a written 
commitment and this again contributes to 
full participation of all employees.  
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The core of Responsible Care is contained in 
the Codes of Management Practices 
(COMP). The COMP do not prescribe any 
quantitative actions, rather they highlight in 
which areas of a company’s operations 
improvements are expected.  

Thus, it is clear that Responsible Care is not 
a standard, but an ethic, which binds all 
participants to strive for continuous 
improvement by applying Best Available 
Technology (BAT) and management 
systems methodology.  

Most participating countries have decided to 
adopt 6 COMP, following the lead of the 
Canadian and US Chemical Associations. 
These codes are identified as: Product 
Stewardship, Process Safety, Employee 
Health and Safety, Pollution Prevention, 
Distribution, CAER (Community Awareness 
and Emergency Response).  

Compliance with the program is initially 
verified through self-evaluations, the results 
of which must be reported to the respective 
associations. As the program matures in 
participating countries, compliance is 
verified through peer reviews and external 
peer audits. In countries like the US and 
Canada, where the ethic is most mature, 
external 3rd party audits are required.  

Following the introduction of Responsible 
Care in Canada, the initiative spread quickly 
to the US, then Europe. The Responsible 
Care program was brought to the Asia 
Pacific area around 1997, although Japan, 
Australia and New Zealand were earlier 
signatories. Today Responsible Care is 
practiced in over 45 countries worldwide.  

In the Asia-Pacific area, in addition to 
Australia, New Zealand and Japan the 
program is being implemented in India, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, 
Hong Kong, Philippines, Taiwan and last 

but certainly not least Korea. Korea was the 
last Asian nation to be accepted by the 
International Council of Chemical Industries 
(ICCA) Responsible Care Leadership Group 
(RCLG) as an officially recognized 
Responsible Care country in September 
2000.  

One of the key requirements of the 
ICCA/RCLG is that any association 
applying for official recognition must 
demonstrate that it represents the majority of 
the national chemical industry.  

Initially this was an obstacle for Korea, in 
which some 6 chemical industry 
associations were active. It is credit to the 
Korean spirit of coherence that these 6 
associations came together to form the 
Korea Responsible Care Council.  

The KRCC is dedicated to implementing 
and furthering the cause of Responsible Care 
in Korea. Today the Council has a 
membership of close to 80 and it represents 
a massive 70 percent of the total chemical 
industry in Korea. Especially in Korea, the 
majority of local Korean chemical 
producers, both large and small are 
participants in the program.  

Although KRCC is the youngest 
Responsible Care Association in the region, 
the council has made impressive progress 
and KRCC has so far drafted four COMP, 
namely Employee Health and Safety, 
Process Safety, Pollution Prevention and 
Emergency Response.  

It is expected, that Emergency Response, 
Community Awareness and Distribution will 
be added in the very near future. Looking at 
the Asia-Pacific area in general, not 
unexpectedly, the level of implementation 
and focus differs from country to country. 
Nevertheless it would be fair comment that 
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in all Asia Pacific countries the program is 
developing at a rapid pace.  

One of the main obstacles in Asia has been 
the implementation of the Community 
Awareness COMP. Asian culture in some 
areas makes a transparent and open dialogue 
with stakeholders outside the chemical 
industry difficult. This obstacle has only 
galvanized the resolve of most associations 
in the region to implement this COMP as 
soon as possible.  

Some eight years ago the Association of 
International Chemical Manufactures 
(AICM), based in Hong Kong initiated the 
very first Asia Pacific Responsible Care 
Conference.  

Following this first conference, successive 
events took place in Beijing, Tokyo, Taipei, 
Shanghai, Singapore and Bali. At the most 
recent APRCC in Bali, leaders from other 
regional associations unanimously selected 
Korea to host the ongoing 8th APRCC.  

KRCC should be immensely proud of this 
achievement, especially if one considers that 
the association is only three years old. The 
APRCC serves as a forum for Responsible 
Care practitioners, not only from the Asia-
Pacific area, but also from the U.S. and 
Europe to share experiences and network in 
all areas of Responsible Care.  

Most importantly, dialogue with 
stakeholders is one of the elements of 
Responsible Care, which many association 
had difficulties with.  

In the typical Korean “can do” spirit, KRCC 
declared that the theme for the 8th APRCC 
would be “Responsible care and the 
Community; toward a perfect partnership.”  

The decision to adopt this theme was indeed 
a bold and courageous one and demonstrates 

recognition on the part of KRCC that the 
chemical industry cannot thrive without trust 
and confidence from other stakeholders.  

These stakeholders include the community, 
NGOs and the media. The choice of theme 
is most timely, because worldwide the 
Responsible Care movement is taking a 
good look at itself and is asking whether 
stakeholders outside the chemical industry 
are satisfied with the achievements of the 
industry.  

In addition to local speakers, the conference 
in Seoul is to be attended by eminent and 
experienced speakers from the US, Europe, 
Australia, New Zealand and Taiwan, to 
name just a few.  

To ensure that justice is done to the theme of 
the conference members from NGO’s the 
media and consumer associations will also 
be participating.  

Already the 8th APRCC is being referred to 
as the “second generation APRCC” because 
of the bold approach to the conference 
content. KRCC was not content with just 
organizing this prestigious event, but took 
the initiative to motivate Responsible Care 
associations in 12 countries throughout the 
region to form the Asia Pacific Responsible 
Care Organization (APRO).  

The defined objectives are to ensure ongoing 
success of Asia Pacific Responsible Care 
Conferences, provide an effective 
Responsible Care network in Asia Pacific, 
actively support and encourage continuous 
development of Responsible Care in Asia 
Pacific, in line with the aims of APRCC, 
develop links with other national and 
regional Responsible Care organizations 
outside the Asia Pacific, as appropriate.  

KRCC can be proud of being instrumental in 
the creation of this organization, as several 
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earlier attempts had failed. One of the 
features of the upcoming APRCC will be the 
official inauguration of APRO. The choice 
of the acronym “APRO” is most 
appropriate, since when pronounced in 
Korean it means “go for it” or “let’s do it.”  
 
Source: Korean Times, Seoul, 5 November 
2003. 
 
 
WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE 
REPORT WARNS OF INCREASED 
RISKS FROM MINING IN 
VULNERABLE ECOSYSTEMS   
 
WASHINGTON, DC, Nov. 12, 2003 - A 
new report released by the World Resources 
Institute warns of increased risks from 
mining in critical but unprotected 
ecosystems throughout the world. Mining 
and Critical Ecosystems: Mapping the Risks 
reports that three-fourths of the world's 
active mines and exploratory areas are 
located in vulnerable watersheds and 
biologically-rich ecosystems. 
 
This is the first study to use digital mapping 
technology to identify environmentally or 
socially vulnerable areas to mining. It 
addresses the underlying questions that form 
the basis of the World Bank's Extractive 
Industries Review (EIR), a controversial 
evaluation of whether and under what 
conditions the bank should invest in mining. 
The EIR's final report is expected by 
December 30, 2003. 
 
"This tool will raise a red flag if more 
analysis is needed by the World Bank and 
other financial institutions" said Jonathan 
Lash, president of WRI. "Taking into 
consideration the environmental and social 
vulnerabilities mentioned in this report will 

help financial institutions make decisions 
and reduce financial risks." 
 
Mining and Critical Ecosystems concludes 
that although current debates often centre on 
"no go" areas or land that is already subject 
to legal protection, mining in vulnerable and 
unprotected ecosystems may pose an even 
greater threat. Three quarters of active mines 
and exploratory sites overlap with or are 
within 10 kilometres of areas of high 
conservation value.  
 
It also concludes that many developing 
countries that are dependent on mines for 
income lack important safeguards to ensure 
responsible mining, such as the ability to 
enforce laws, control corruption, and foster a 
strong civil society. Nearly one-fourth of 
active mines and exploration sites are 
located in countries where governance 
structures are weakest. 
 
"In these countries, continued investment in 
mining will be unlikely to contribute to 
poverty alleviation unless governance 
improves," said Marta Miranda, a senior 
WRI research associate and one of the 
authors of the report. "Financial institutions 
should also re-think support for any mine 
located in especially vulnerable areas, such 
as strictly protected areas, or those that 
propose environmentally risky practices, 
such as dumping mine waste in rivers." 
 
Mining and Critical Ecosystems is based on 
one of the most comprehensive global 
mining data sets available which includes 
nearly 4,500 active mines and exploration 
sites for the mining of metals and precious 
gemstones. The authors developed 
indicators addressing three major themes- 
vulnerabilities, natural hazards, and other 
contributing factors - which they mapped at 
a global scale and in two case studies. 
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The authors applied the global framework to 
detailed environmental and social data from 
the Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 
These countries were chosen based on the 
importance of mining in their economies and 
the exceptionally high value of their 
ecosystems. While the Philippines has 
suffered extensive habitat destruction, Papua 
New Guinea's ecosystems are largely intact. 
  
The case studies indicate that more than a 
quarter of Papua New Guinea's fragile 
forests occur within oil, gas, and mining 
concessions. In the Philippines, more than 
half of all exploration areas and mining 
leases overlap with areas of high ecological 
value and majority are in earthquake-prone 
locations.  
 
A significant proportion of mines in both 
countries are exposed to more than one 
vulnerability or risk. In Papua New Guinea, 
nearly three quarters of all mines and 
exploration sites overlap with areas deemed 
to be environmentally and socially 
vulnerable. "Areas with multiple 
vulnerabilities should give pause to financial 
institutions considering investing in mining 
projects, especially in countries such as 
Papua New Guinea, where governance is 
weak," said Phil Shearman of the University 
of Papua New Guinea and one of the authors 
of the report. 
  
Mining and Critical Ecosystems is authored 
by Marta Miranda, Philip Burris, Jessie Froy 
Bingcang, Phil Shearman, Jose Oliver 
Briones, Antonio La Viña, and Stephen 
Menard. Funding was provided by the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation, the 
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Tiffany & Company Foundation, the World 
Bank Extractive Industries Review, and the 
Netherlands Committee for the IUCN. 

 
The World Resources Institute 
(http://www.wri.org/wri) is an 
environmental research and policy 
organization. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Christopher Lagan Media Officer World 
Resources Institute at  clagan@wri.org. 
 
 
AGENCY PROPOSES US$52 MILLION 
CLEANUP OF NEW ZEALAND'S 
LAKE TAUPO  
 
November 19, 2003  
 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand — 
Environmental authorities unveiled a 
multimillion-dollar proposal on Tuesday to 
spend 15 years cleaning up Lake Taupo, 
New Zealand's most famous lake and a 
mecca for trout fishing. 

The lake in central North Island is slowly 
being choked by algae and weed, which are 
fed by nitrogen that seeps into the lake from 
nearby livestock farms. Clean-up measures 
include improving sewers and changing 
farming systems to use less fertilizer. 
 
Environment Waikato, the regional 
government agency which drafted the 
proposal, said it would cost 83.5 million 
New Zealand dollars (US$52 million) and 
has asked for public input on the plan. If it 
goes ahead, money for the clean-up would 
come from central, regional, and local 
government. 
 
"Scientific evidence shows the health of 
Lake Taupo is declining as a result of 
increased nitrogen flowing from surrounding 
rural and urban land," Environment Waikato 
said in its report Tuesday. 
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About 1.5 million sheep, cows, and deer are 
farmed around the lake, a major tourism 
drawcard and a favoured spot for trout 
fishing. The report said that 500 tons (550 
U.S. tons) of nitrogen a year seeped into the 
lake water from farms alone. Another 750 
tons (825 U.S. tons) came from human 
settlements. 
 
"There is no single answer, no silver bullet, 
to save the lake. It requires the support of all 
stake holders," Environment Waikato 
chairman Neil Clarke said in the statement. 
 
Farmers, who oppose the plan, have 
estimated that production losses from 
fertilizer cutbacks could tally more than 
NZ$160 million (US$100 million) over the 
15-year period. 
 
Source: Associated Press and 
Environmental News Network  
 
 
CHICAGO CLIMATE EXCHANGE 
AUCTIONS CO2 ALLOWANCES  
 
Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX) 
announced the results of its first auction of 
carbon dioxide emission allowances in a 
press conference at Chicago’s Field 
Museum, officially marking the beginning 
of market operations of the first multi-
sector, multinational market to reduce and 
trade greenhouse gas emissions.  

U.S. Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham 
and Mayor Richard M. Daley extended their 
support and provided remarks at the event. 

"This is a landmark moment for market-
based solutions to environmental concerns," 
said internationally known financial 
innovator Dr. Richard Sandor, Chairman 
and CEO of CCX. "By establishing a 

mechanism for achieving price discovery 
and disseminating market information, CCX 
has achieved one of its central goals. We 
thank the Members of this Exchange for 
their vision, leadership and hard work in 
helping build this new institution." 

An auction mechanism provides initial price 
and volume information that is valuable to 
CCX Members and other Exchange 
participants. This information will be one of 
many indicators that CCX Members and 
Exchange participants can use to develop 
least-cost strategies for complying with their 
CCX emission reduction commitments and 
in their trading strategies. 

The CCX auction was an organized sale of 
emission allowances using a sealed-bid 
process. CCX allowances are based on 
metric tons of carbon dioxide as this 
conforms to the most widely used 
international unit of measurement. It 
provides standardization in a trading system 
that also involves Canada, Mexico and 
Brazil, thus helping foster international trade 
links. CCX plans to hold additional periodic 
auctions. 

"This voluntary market-based program is 
precisely the kind of private sector initiative 
that the Bush Administration has been 
calling for in response to the climate change 
challenge," said U.S. Energy Secretary 
Spencer Abraham. 

"CCX represents an innovative market-
based approach to solving our energy issues 
and improving air quality," said Chicago 
Mayor Richard M. Daley. "As the first 
municipal partner in CCX, the City of 
Chicago is a leader on the public front in 
using more renewable energy, cleaning-up 
our fleets and improving the energy 
efficiency of our operations." 
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The allowances auctioned by CCX were 
withheld from the allowance allocation 
distributed to each CCX Member. This first 
auction made available 100,000 metric tons 
worth of allowances having a 2003 Vintage 
and 25,000 metric tons worth of allowances 
having a 2005 Vintage. 

Source: SRiMedia at 
http://www.srimedia.com/artman/publish/a
rticle_705.shtml on 26 November 2003 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MAKING 
‘ALL JOBS GREEN JOBS’ IN NEW 
ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

  
Business management courses would 
include compulsory environment training 
and government departments and agencies 
would be required to purchase a minimum 
amount of ‘Green Power’, if 
recommendations made in a report released 
today by a parliamentary committee in 
Australia are accepted. 

The report, by the House of Representatives 
Environment Committee, follows an 18-
month inquiry into the potential for 
increasing employment in the environment 
sector. 

Key recommendations of the Environment 
Committee report include:  

• The establishment of a national 
environmental labelling program for 
consumer goods;  

• The retention of, and an increase in, the 
Australian Government’s Mandatory 
Renewable Energy Target;  

• That it be mandatory for government 
departments and agencies to purchase, 

where available, a minimum of five per 
cent Green Power by 2005, increasing to 
10 per cent by 2007; 

• Mandatory disclosure by electricity 
retailers of the relative sources of their 
supplied energy, the associated 
greenhouse gas emissions, and advice on 
how consumers can increase their 
purchase of Green Power; 

• Mandatory use of Environmental 
Purchasing Guidelines by government 
purchasers; 

• The inclusion of environmental 
awareness and training in all business 
management and related courses;  

• The establishment of a single online 
database of Australian environmental 
goods and services, including 
information on new technologies, 
tailored solutions and environmental 
innovations; and 

• The establishment of a certification 
scheme for environment professionals, 
in conjunction with the Environment 
Institute of Australia and New Zealand. 

The report also recommends that the 
Australian Securities and Investment 
Commission develop standardised 
terminologies and methodologies which can 
be used by the investment community and 
consumers to measure and verify claims 
made about ‘socially responsible 
investment’ products, and that the 
government develop a software package to 
help facilitate basic environmental 
performance assessment and reporting by 
small and medium sized enterprises. 

Releasing the report, House Environment 
Committee Chair Bruce Billson said: “This 
report, Methods, Measurements and 
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Messages, comes nearly a decade after the 
1994 Committee report Working in the 
Environment.  

“The 1994 report considered opportunities 
to enhance employment in environment 
remediation work and in specialised 
environmental industries. The 2003 report 
considers opportunities to improve business 
practices and performance across all sectors, 
in order to minimise environmental impact. 

“Very simply, in 1994 we needed to work at 
‘repair solutions’. While there remains some 
need for this type of work, in 2003 the focus 
is on how we stop causing environmental 
problems – that is, by making the 
environment part of every business. In 2003, 
the message is that the environment is 
everyone’s job – and it’s everyone’s job to 
tread lightly and to act responsibly.” 

Mr Billson said government decision-
making had an important leadership role.  

“As governments, industries, organisations, 
employers and employees, and as 
consumers, indirectly or directly, we all 
participate in decisions relating to supply 
chain management, consumer purchases, 
energy consumption and investment 
decisions. But industry and the Australian 
Government in particular have a vital role to 
provide leadership in these areas, and that is 
why we have recommended a number of 
particular targets and actions in this report.”  
 
For more detail on the inquiry and to 
obtain copies of the report, please contact:  
The House Environment Committee 
Secretariat on (02) 6277 4580 or visit the 
inquiry web site at 
www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/environ/
greenjobs/index.htm
 
 

GLOBAL CAPITAL DOING WHAT IT 
DOES BEST – SO EXPECT MORE USA 
‘INTEREST’ IN CUBA 
 
HAVANA — When one of the world's 
largest deep-sea drilling rigs parks off Cuba 
next March, the island's Communist 
government will be betting on an oil 
bonanza to shore up its cash-strapped 
revolution.  
Oil experts say it is a long shot and Cuba 
would have to discover a major deposit of 
light crude to make it commercially viable 
to tap a deep water field in the Gulf of 
Mexico at a cost of more than $1 billion. 

But multinational oil corporations, eager for 
virgin fields to exploit, will be watching 
closely as Spain's Repsol-YPF SA puts the 
Norwegian-owned Eirik Raude rig to work 
at $195,000 a day drilling for oil in water 
more than a mile deep. 

Cuba's current small oil output is drilled 
from onshore rigs in coastal deposits to the 
east of Havana. 

"Deep-water Cuba is an exploration frontier. 
It is fair to characterize it as very high risk," 
said Michael Rodgers, senior director of 
PFC Energy, a Washington-based 
consultancy. 

While the risk is being bourn by Repsol, 
which contracted six blocks for exploration 
off Cuba's north-west coast, the stakes are 
high for President Fidel Castro's 
government. An oil find would allow Cuba 
to pull up an economy crippled by the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and the loss of 
billions of dollars in subsidies by way of 
shipments of cheap oil. 

Cuba now depends on Venezuela for oil 
imports with generous financing terms, but 
opponents of Venezuelan populist president 
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Hugo Chavez have threatened to cancel the 
deal outright if they manage to oust him in a 
recall referendum. 

Cuba produces about 56,000 barrels a day, 
less than half its total oil needs. So far it has 
only found heavy oil laden with sulphur and 
gas that are used to generate 90 percent of 
its electrical power. Its oilmen hope there is 
lighter oil further out to sea that could be 
potentially used for lucrative exports or 
refined products like gasoline now in short 
supply. 

Havana opened up 112,000 square 
kilometres (43,250 square miles) of its Gulf 
waters in 1999 to foreign exploration and 
development, dividing the area into 51 
blocks. Canada's Sherritt International, 
already involved in Cuban oil and gas 
production, signed rights for four blocks last 
year. 

Brazil's Petrobras is conducting a feasibility 
study to decide whether to return to 
exploration in Cuba. In 2001, Petrobras and 
Sherritt sank $16 million into a wildcat hole 
further east that proved dry. Brazil's new 
leftist government is keen on the state-run 
giant having another go. 

"It has to be light oil or nothing. If it's the 
heavy stuff found so far, that's not viable," 
said one oilman, who rate the odds of 
finding commercial deposits of good-quality 
oil at one in 25. 

Experts said only 10 percent of unexplored 
new areas actually work out. Seismic 
information on Cuba's deep waters is scant, 
and until companies drill a few wells, it is 
very hard to speculate on what they may or 
may not find, said Rodgers. 

The Eirik Raude is the world's largest 
semisubmersible rig, a floating platform 
designed for ultra deep water. When 

partially submerged, it provides stability in 
rough seas and is held in place above the 
drill site by huge anchors. Its owner, 
Norway's Ocean Rig ASA, announced in 
October it had a letter of intent from Repsol 
to drill a well in 5,400 feet (1,650 metres) of 
water, with an option for a second. The 
agreed rate was $195,000 a day, it said. 

For the experts, that means Repsol has 
assessed its seismic data and identified a 
possible reservoir of oil as a drilling target. 
Additional appraisal wells will be needed to 
prove the reserves before a development 
plan can be designed. 

"If they go out there next year and make a 
discovery, it is likely going to be five years 
before they produce something," Rodgers 
said. 

To develop a single oilfield at that depth 
would cost more than $1 billion and maybe 
as much as $3 billion, he said. 

Costly or not, the oil industry is interested, 
and a major American oil services company 
recently advocated lifting U.S. trade 
sanctions against Libya, Iran, and Cuba. The 
president of Halliburton Co.'s energy 
services unit, John Gibson, said two weeks 
ago in an address to employees that the 
future of oil exploration lay in developing 
countries. He added that in those three 
countries, competitors had a jump start over 
U.S companies. 
 
Source: Anthony Boadle, Reuters, quoted 
on the Environmental News Network, 
Wednesday, December 03, 2003 
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HIDDEN COST OF RECYCLING – 
BANGLADESH SHIPBREAKERS TOIL 
FOR LIFE 
 
Tuesday, December 09, 2003 
By Anis Ahmed, Reuters 
 
CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh — The work is 
dirty and dangerous, the pay meager and the 
job is theirs for life, however long that may 
be. 

Workers at the world's second biggest 
shipbreaking yard off Bangladesh's main 
port of Chittagong spend their lives cutting 
up filthy oil tankers, chemical carriers and 
rusting ferries. 

For about $1.20 a day, thousands of workers 
use blow torches to dismantle dozens of 
ships each year in a fiercely competitive 
industry. 

"There is a mixture of dirt and oily 
substances all around this place. Sometimes 
we find breathing difficult and our eyes get 
sore," said shipbreaker Badrul Islam, his 
face and skin blackened by grime. 

"We suffer a lot, but cannot leave, otherwise 
we will starve," he said. "Our families will 
die." 

At least 297 people have been killed and 600 
injured in accidents at the Chittagong yard 
over the past 12 years, say police and 
officials in Chittagong, which handles 80 
percent of the country's imports and exports. 

The yard and the surrounding sea and shore 
are badly polluted and the workers — the 
yard employs about 35,000 people — have 
little access to medical treatment. A hospital 
is planned but has yet to be built. 

"I have worked here for seven years," said 
Islam, a former farmhand who came to work 

as shipbreaker hoping to improve conditions 
for his family. 

"My family lives in Bogra, about 700 km 
(435 miles) from Chittagong, and entirely 
depends on my meager income — 70 taka 
($1.20) per day — for their survival. My 
children go to school, need clean clothes and 
medicine. But I can hardly manage them 
all," he said. 

Other workers at the yard told similar 
stories. No one seemed to be seriously 
considering leaving. 

The yard houses 32 shipbreaking units, each 
run by different owners. 

"We have been in this business for decades 
and have seen it grow gradually, providing 
jobs to people mostly from outside the 
Chittagong region," said Mohammad 
Mohsin, owner of PHP Shipbreaking and 
Recycling Ltd. 

He said PHP stands for peace, happiness and 
prosperity. 

Asked if he had been able to provide those 
three things to his workers, Mohsin said: 
"We don't want to deprive our workers but 
we have limitations, too. We are trying to 
give them the best but a slice of their wage 
is often taken away by middlemen." 

Middlemen supply many workers for the 
yard. 

"Despite that, our workers are better placed 
with a guaranteed job round the year while 
farm laborers and other menial workers find 
it difficult to find a job every day." 

Mohsin said he and other employers had 
asked the government to draw up 
comprehensive standards for both yard 
owners and workers. 
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"But this is being delayed as the government 
is consulting the International Labor 
Organization," he said, but gave no details. 

On any day, thousands of grimy workers can 
be seen clambering on the rusting remains of 
ships towed or driven at full power onto the 
beach. 

Sparks from blow-torches flare at dozens of 
places, and sledgehammers clatter as the 
workers cut up the vessels piece by piece. 
The metal is recycled to feed the 
construction industry. 

Pollution 

Shipbreakers import uncleaned vessels to 
save costs, adding to health hazards and 
pollution. 

One shipbreaker, who asked not to be 
identified, said India and other countries 
clean their ships at Colombo, in Sri Lanka, 
before taking them to their breaking yards. 

"But if we do this the costs would be 
doubled and the price of the products of re-
rolling mills will go up substantially," the 
shipbreaker said. 

"This will have a negative impact on the 
country's booming real estate industry," said 
Chittagong trader Abdul Jabbar. 

The ships often catch fire and chambers 
filled with gas sometimes explode, killing 
workers, said M. Shahidul Islam, who 
studies coastal environments and natural 

disasters as a researcher at Chittagong 
University. 

He said large areas of the coast of southern 
Bangladesh were polluted with waste from 
scrapped ships, killing fish and making 
people sick. 

Born out of disaster  

The industry has its roots in a severe cyclone 
in 1960 that killed thousands of people and 
beached a giant foreign-owned ship that 
could not be refloated. 

It took years to scrap the vessel but the work 
spawned an industry. 

Workers said yard owners and managers 
were aware of their hardships but had kept 
wages unchanged for years. They answered 
workers' pleas for pay rises by saying their 
own incomes had suffered from the rising 
cost of buying and beaching ships. 

One yard owner said the trade has to 
compete with neighbouring India, China and 
Pakistan and times were not easy. 

The yard now handles only about 40 ships a 
year — from about 70 a decade or so ago —
 as rising costs put jobs at risk. 

Many workers say they can do little more 
than work at the yard as long as they can. 

"Had we had any other way of earning 
bread, we would not have come here," said 
worker Abdus Salam. 

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR CORPORATE 
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (ICCSR)

The ICCSR at the Nottingham University 
Business School engages in mainstream 

teaching and research in the broad area of 
corporate social responsibility. 
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Through its inter-disciplinary approach and 
international focus, the ICCSR aims to  
• develop expertise in the analysis and 

verification of CSR, particularly 
regarding why it takes place, how it is 
enacted and what difference it makes;  

• contribute to the acquisition of CSR 
knowledge, facilitate learning about 
CSR; and enhance the business, social 
and governmental case for CSR. 

The growing core staff of ICCSR bring 
multi-disciplinary perspectives to the study 
of CSR. In addition, the ICCSR has 
attracted numerous visiting staff from 
outside and within the Nottingham 
University Business School. The ICCSR is 
developing numerous international links. 
Some of these are through international 
visiting fellows. In addition, it has a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Corporate Citizenship Research Unit, 
Deakin University, Australia. It also works 
with colleagues at the University of 
Nottingham in Malaysia. Other links will 
be developed through the Visiting Scholars 
scheme.  

The ICCSR was founded in 2002 following 
a £3.8 million endowment from British 
American Tobacco (BAT).  

Teaching 
The ICCSR teaching strategy is to:  
• bring CSR education to mainstream 

undergraduate and postgraduate 
business learning and teaching; and to  

• develop specialist postgraduate CSR 
education and training.  

 
The ICCSR already offers MBA modules 
in CSR, MA/MSc modules in CSR and a 
BA module on Business Ethics and Social 
Responsibility, as well as offering 
scholarships for MBA, MA and PhD study.  

From September 2003 it will offer an MBA 
in Corporate Social Responsibility and from 
September 2004 it will also offer an MA in 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
 
In a recent press release about the new 
MBA, the centre's Director, Professor 
Jeremy Moon, said: “This unique MBA 
demonstrates the school's commitment to 
ensuring that the teaching of socially 
responsible business practices and ethics are 
a core part of Nottingham's MBA 
programmes. We aim to produce graduates 
who are equipped with not only the main 
business disciplines but also with the skills 
necessary to respond to the key 
management challenges of social and 
environmental issues. Students will be 
expected to concentrate on a CSR 
management topic in their dissertation”. 
 
Research 
 
The research of ICCSR is dedicated to 
achieving academic excellence as well as to 
providing academically founded results 
which will inform practitioners in business, 
government and civil society.  It has a 
Multi-actor perspective, in that it 
deliberately includes not only the 
corporation but also recognizes other actors, 
most notably civil society actors and 
governmental bodies as an integral part of 
the field.   It is also multi-disciplinary.  The 
academic background of ICCSR staff and 
visiting staff covers not only business and 
economics, but also politics, sociology, 
theology and the arts.   As the world wide 
only “international” centre for CSR, ICCSR 
sees the international dimension is at the 
core of its research agenda. This is reflected 
in the choice of topics as well as in the 
international comparative approach taken on 
CSR topics. 
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The ICCSR works with numerous partners 
in the UK and overseas. Presently, major 
work is conducted with the following 
institutions: 

 Centre for Corporate Citizenship, 
Catholic University of Eichstätt, 
Germany 
[http://www.corporatecitizen.de/] 

 University of Nijmegen, Nijmegen 
School of Management, The 
Netherlands 
[http://cms.nsm.kun.nl/foreignvisitors/i
ndex/index.html] 

 Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, New 
York, USA 
http://www.rpi.edu/dept/economics/ww
w/faculty/siegel.html 

 University of Illinois, Department of 
Management, Chicago, USA 
[http://www.uic.edu/cba/cba-depts/ms/] 

 Corporate Citizenship Research Unit, 
Deakin University, Melbourne, 
Australia, 
[http://www.deakin.edu.au/fac_arts/cent
res/ccr/] 

 The ESRC Centre for Business 
Relationships, Accountability, 
Sustainability and Society (BRASS), 
Cardiff University, UK 
[http://www.brass.cf.ac.uk/] 

 Cardiff Centre for Ethics, Law and 
Society, Cardiff University, UK 
[http://www.ccels.cardiff.ac.uk/] 

 
The ICCSR has a growing number of PhD 
students partly funded by ICCSR 
scholarships and partly funded by the 
ESRC.  Thesis topics include the following 
(full details can be found on the website): 

• Morality in consumption 
• The Management and Implementation 

of Fair Trade Policy 
• The Interrelationship between 

Corporate Environmental Performance 

and Firm Performance: A firm life cycle 
Perspective 

• The role of personal values in the 
exercise of discretion in CSR 

• The relationship between corporate 
environmental disclosure, 
environmental reputation, and firm 
financial performance: UK evidence 

• CSR and personal meaning seeking 
 
Currently, ICCSR staff and associates are 
involved in various research projects. The 
following list contains the key projects 
(details can be found on the website): 

• Business ethics: a state of the art review 
• CSR citation project 
• Theories of corporate citizenship 
• CSR in Africa 
• CSR in Asia 
• CSR teaching and research in Europe 
• The nature of CSR in Europe 
• Environmental efficiency and 

productivity measurement 
• Extending the governance boundary 

through responsibility to multiple 
stakeholders 

• Impacts of the ‘risk society’-thesis 
• Organizational change and the natural 

environment 
• Recycling and Waste: A multivariate 

perspective 
• Risk and environmental management in 

Russia 
• Symbolic politics in environmental 

regulation 
• Verification practice in environmental, 

social and sustainability reporting 
• Corporate identities on the web  
• Corporate responses to HIV/AIDS 
• CSR and corporate governance 
• CSR and globalization 
• CSR and public/private partnerships 
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• Gender Mainstreaming in Corporate 
Social Responsibility  

• Gender, sales, and customer 
relationships 

• Stakeholder communication and 
accountability 

• The relationship between CSR and 
R&D 

• The UK CSR consultancy industry 
• Consumption, sustainability, and 

morality 
• Ethical fund performance 
• Fair Trade 
• Marketing and morality 
 
CURRENT EVENTS PLANNED BY 
ICCSR 

1. Symposium 
“Stakeholder Democracy” 
2nd Annual Symposium of the  
International Centre for Corporate Social 

Responsibility, Nottingham University 
Business School, 28 November 2003. 
 
2. Workshop  
“Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Business Ethics” (Subgroup 17)  
20th EGOS Colloquium, July 1-3, 2004, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia. Organized by Dirk 
Matten, Andy Crane (both ICCSR) and 
Andreas Georg Scherer (University of 
Zurich) 
 
The ICCSR also has a Research Paper 
Series.  Papers are available from the 
website.   
 
The web address for more information 
about the centre is located at: 
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/business/ICC
SR/

 
 

MINERALS COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA 
CONFERENCE REPORT – VALUE THROUGH 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

Sumit K. Lodhia, School of Business and 
Information Management, The 
Australian National University. 
 
The following review discusses the recent 
Minerals Council of Australia conference 
entitled “Value through Sustainable 
Development Conference”, which the author 
attended from November 10 to 14 this year. 
Engagement at practitioner-based 
conferences helps us to develop an in-depth 
understanding of actual events in an 
industry. In essence, an “insider view” of 
practice can be obtained through such 
conference, which contrasts with external 

means of gathering information through 
secondary sources in relation to a particular 
industry. Practitioner conferences provide 
one means, and perhaps an early step, for 
academics to move away from the comforts 
of their own offices to conduct research in 
the “real world”. 
 
I attended the annual Minerals Council of 
Australia Sustainable Development 
conference at the Carlton Crest Hotel in 
Brisbane and was impressed by the quality 
of the conference. The formal days of the 
conference were from November 11- 13 
while special workshops and mine site visits 
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were held on November 10 as well as 
November 14. The conference organizers 
are to be complimented for the smooth 
running of this event. Conference 
proceedings were provided on a CD-ROM. 
There were also complimentary registrations 
offered to some fulltime PhD students and 
NGOs.  
 
The conference commenced with a 
workshop on the Code for Sustainable 
Development for the Minerals industry. The 
Minerals Council of Australia is attempting 
to refine its code for environmental 
management, which was initially developed 
in 1996, to incorporate social and economic 
issues in addition to the environmental 
focus. This is quite a prominent 
development for the industry and signatories 
to this code will be required to conform to 
best social, environmental and economic 
performances. At the same time, the code is 
intended to be flexible and voluntary, 
allowing companies to concentrate on those 
dimensions of sustainability that they find to 
be more critical and applicable to their 
organization.   
 
Under this code emphasis is on continuous 
improvement. The code is being developed 
in parallel to other national and international 
initiatives. These include the International 
Council of Mining and Minerals (ICMM) 
sustainable development framework, the 
development of the mining sector 
supplement of the Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI) as well as the Mining 
Certification Evaluation Program (MCEP), a 
joint research initiative involving the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Australia, the 
Minerals Council of Australia, and certain 
mining companies.   
 
The workshop discussed operationalization 
of the code through formal presentations as 

well as focus groups. Approaches towards 
engaging with key stakeholders were also 
discussed. A major concern that was raised 
during the workshop by practitioners was 
that the code implied a mandatory 
requirement and could be seen as an extra 
requirement and duplication for companies. 
The point was highlighted that the code will 
merely be a guidance statement that will 
encourage companies to improve their 
social, environmental and economic 
performance. The workshop concluded with 
a review of the day’s activities and the 
outcomes achieved, and further details on 
future consultative arrangements with all 
stakeholders in relation the sustainable 
development code were provided  
 
The conference formally commenced on 
Tuesday with a thought provoking opening 
address by the chief executive of the 
Minerals Council of Australia. He stressed 
the importance of sustainability for the 
mining industry and highlighted the need for 
effective engagement with all key 
stakeholders.  The conference had morning 
plenary sessions and speakers included the 
Hon. Ross Kelly, the chairperson of the 
Minerals Council of Australia external 
sustainable development advisory group 
(ESDAG), Paul Mitchell, the secretary of 
ICMM, and various governmental 
representatives as well as certain academics.  
 
There were three major themes for each day 
of the conference. Three sessions were 
dedicated to these themes; two were for 
presentations and the final session was for 
panel discussion and questions. On the first 
day, partnerships, risk management and 
water were the prominent topics. 
Wednesday’s sessions looked at community 
engagement, project planing and waste, 
while the last day of the conference focused 
on governance, public reporting and energy.  

39 



The highlight of the partnerships sessions 
was the presentation on the MCEP. This 
research initiative attempts to establish 
whether third party certification of 
environmental and social performance can 
be applied to the mining sector. The 
approach is similar to that which has been 
successfully implemented in the Forestry 
sector by the Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) in the US. However, certification 
related to the mining industry is slightly 
more complex as mining companies do not 
directly sell their products to consumers and 
therefore, certification of mining sites rather 
than products is believed to be the 
appropriate approach. The partnerships 
session also featured presentations on BHP 
Billiton’s Revive the Wetlands and  WMC’s 
Arid Recovery Project environmental 
collaborations.  
 
It was interesting to note the range of 
community engagement initiatives that the  
mining companies have. The local 
community is a very important stakeholder 
for them and their needs have to be managed 
adequately. Companies are also engaging in  
public reporting as a means of informing 
stakeholders of their environmental  
performance. NewMont Australia for 
instance talked about their “Now and 
Beyond”  environmental reporting process. 
However, an issue that was of concern to the  
companies was whether stakeholders 
actually utilized the environmental reports 
that  companies spent so much time and 
effort in preparing.  
 
Friday’s sessions included workshops as 
well as visits to certain mine sites. These 
events were also well attended. 
 
A highlight of the entire conference was the 
extent to which information sharing took 
place between the mining companies. 

Companies talked about their organizational 
processes towards social and environmental 
management and provided insights into 
issues such as their partnerships, project 
planning, governance structures, community 
engagement and public reporting 
approaches. This suggests that collaboration 
among companies is extensive with an open 
and transparent exchange of information. 
Issues such as confidentiality did not appear 
to be a deterrent to such cooperative 
approaches. The representatives of all the 
companies would have gained vital 
knowledge in relation to best practices in the 
industry and learnt from each other’s 
experiences.  
 
Attendance at such conferences is not just 
beneficial to practitioners but also benefit 
academics. Academics can gain a first hand 
understanding of the issues confronting the 
industry and seek to undertake research, 
which is not just beneficial for theory but 
also for practice. By engaging with 
companies, a contribution can be made 
towards better practice. Research should not 
be undertaken in a vacuum; academics need 
practical research in social and 
environmental accounting settings to 
enhance the environment that we all live in. 
Academics should not merely criticise the 
social and environmental performance of 
these so called “dirty industries”, they need 
to work cooperatively with companies and 
look to implement approaches through 
which sustainability can be achieved. 
Information from such projects should also 
be shared openly with practice and academia 
rather than conducting such research behind 
closed doors.  
 
 
Sumit can be contacted at: 
sumit.lodhia@anu.edu.au
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FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 
 

FOURTH ASIAN PACIFIC 
INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH 
IN ACCOUNTING CONFERENCE 
SINGAPORE 4 – 6 JULY 2004 & 
APIRA 2004 EMERGING SCHOLARS’ 
COLLOQUIUM 2 – 3 JULY 2004. 

 
Organised by Singapore Management 
University (Supporting Organisation: 
Nanyang Business School, Nanyang 
Technological University) 
In association with Accounting, Auditing 
& Accountability Journal 
 
The triennial APIRA conference now 
moves to the “Lion City” Singapore, 
following on from its predecessors in 
Sydney (1995), Osaka (1998) and Adelaide 
(2001).  APIRA is the premier 
interdisciplinary accounting research 
conference in the Asia – Pacific region, 
rotating in a three year cycle with the 
European IPA and the New York CPA 
conferences.  
 
With a reputation for academic rigor, and 
the participation of accountancy's foremost 
thinkers, APIRA 2004 promises to attract 
strong representation from accounting 
researchers the world over. Some of the 
most prolific researchers from the United 
Kingdom, Europe, North America, the 
Asia-Pacific region, and many other 
countries are represented in APIRA's 
International Editorial Committee.  A 
strong interdisciplinary program of research 
papers and forums addressing the 
relationships between accounting, auditing 
and accountability and their social, 
institutional, economic and political 
environments will be included in the 
program. 

 
This interdisciplinary accounting 
conference is dedicated to the advancement 
of accounting knowledge and practice.  It 
provides a platform to discuss the 
interaction between accounting/auditing and 
their social, economic, institutional and 
political environments. 
 
Conference sessions and papers will critique 
contemporary theory and practice, examine 
historical and interdisciplinary dimensions 
of accounting, debate policy alternatives, 
and explore new perspectives for 
understanding and change in the accounting 
discipline. 
 
Papers may explore policy alternatives and 
provide new perspectives for understanding 
the accounting discipline, covering the 
following themes: 
 
• Accounting Communication 
• Intellectual Capital 
• Knowledge Management 
• Risk Management 
• Corporate Governance 
• Social and Environmental Accounting 
• Critical Financial Analysis 
• Accounting and Gender and/or Feminist 

Theories 
• Accounting and Accountability in the 

Public Sector 
• Non-profit Organizations' 

Accountability 
• Accounting Policy and Standard Setting 
• Corporate Regulation and 

Accountability 
• Accounting Professions 
• New Forms of Accounting and Auditing 
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• Auditing and Accountability: 
Professional and Business Ethics 

• Accounting in the Third World 
• Accounting and the Public Interest 
• Critical, Explanatory, Oral and Visual 

Approaches to Accounting History 
• Critical and Ethnographic Case Studies 

of Accounting in Action 
• Accounting and Management Planning 

and Control 
• International Accounting and 

Globalisation 
• Accounting and Technology 
• Accounting and Culture 
• Accounting and the Home 
• Methodological and Theoretical Issues 
 
 
APIRA 2004 will be held at the Grand 
Hyatt Singapore, and its associated 
Emerging Scholars’ Colloquium (2 – 3 
July) will be held at the beautiful Bukit 
Timah campus of Singapore Management 
University.  The conference’s plenary 
speakers on the subjects of corporate 
governance and management control will 
include Professors Niamh Brennan 
(University College Dublin), Trevor 
Hopper (University of Manchester), and 
Ken Merchant (University of Southern 
California). 

 
For full conference and colloquium 
details using www.Google.com, type in 
“APIRA 2004  
or access the SINGAPORE APIRA 
website at 
http://www.accountancy.smu.edu.sg/Api
ra/index.htm. 
 
For further enquiries, please contact:     
Ms Adelene Ang  
Singapore Management University  
Email: aang@smu.edu.sg, or 
  

Professor Lee D Parker   
The University of Adelaide   
Email: aaaj@commerce.adelaide.edu.au
 
A-CSEAR SUMMER SCHOOL, 
MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY Tentative 
dates: Sydney, 15-17 April 2004 
 
Location: North Ryde campus of Macquarie 
University. The Sydney Format will follow 
closely the format of previous CSEAR 
conferences, with the tentative program 
consisting of three separate but related 
strands: 
 
1. A Research Methods Workshop 
(half day) comprising a combination of 
presentations and small group sessions 
covering various aspects of the research and 
publication process.  This will be directed 
principally at beginner researchers, but will 
rely on the significant input of experienced 
researchers.  Topics covered will be largely 
determined by the preferences of 
participants. 
 
2. Research Paper Presentations, where 
participants present their current work in 
small group sessions. Presentations are 
expected to range from completed research 
papers to ideas which are in various stages 
of development.  All sessions will be lively 
and interactive.  Plenary Sessions are also 
expected to be held, where experienced 
researchers will speak, and lead discussion, 
on areas of contemporary interest in 
research and teaching. 
 
3. A Practitioners Forum (half day), 
which will allow practitioners and 
academics to consider and debate a 
particular area of current interest. 
 
Further information: Gordon Boyce, 
Macquarie University. 
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AWARDS TO APCEA MEMBERS 
 

DR. JEAN RAAR LECTURER SCHOOL 
OF ACCOUNTING, ECONOMICS AND 
FINANCE FACULTY OF BUSINESS 
AND LAW, DEAKIN UNIVERSITY. 
 
Emerald's Literati Club Awards for 
Excellence recognise excellence in  
publishing standards  Dr Jean Raar has won 
the Emerald Literati Awards'  Outstanding 
Paper Award for best article published in 
Corporate Communications: An 
International Journal for the submission: 
'Environmental initiatives towards triple-
bottom line reporting'. 
 
The prestigious Emerald Literati Club 
Awards recognize author and editor  
excellence and are awarded annually by 
leading international publisher in  
the library and information sciences (LIS), 
and management sectors, Emerald.  
The 2003 ceremony was held at Lord's 
Cricket Ground on 24 April. A copy of the 
winning paper is freely available at: 
www.emeraldinsight.com/literaticlub/winn
ers/index.htm
 

ROGER BURRITT (APCEA ANU). 
 
In November 2003 Roger was presented 
with a citation from The Professional 
Accountants in Business Committee of the 
International Federation of Accountants 
(IFAC) in recognition of the contribution 
made to Professional Accountants in 
Business with the coauthored paper 
‘Towards a Comprehensive Framework for 
Environmental Management Accounting’. 
The presentation was made at the annual 
CPA Australia (ACT Division) awards 
night in Canberra. Coauthors are Professor 
Dr. Stefan Schaltegger and Tobias Hahn 
from The University of Lueneburg, 
Germany. The article was published in the 
Australian Accounting Review and a copy is 
available at the following address at no 
charge: 
http://www.ifac.org/Store/Details.tmpl?SID
=1064082938992095.  
 
Have you received a recent award? Please 
do let the editors know. 
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