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benefits and also ensures the provision 
of benefits from a social and economic 
perspective. 
 
By striking a balance between protecting 
the natural values of the forests, and 
sustainable harvesting practices, 
Forestry Tasmania will provide an 
ongoing sustainable and naturally 
derived resource. 
 
Social value added 
This element covers human and social 
capital from the perspective of 
employees and the knowledge and skills 
developed and/or lost, as well as the 
focus on mutuality and trust in 
communities.  The social bottom line 
measures how well an organisation 
considers the interests of the people it 
affects, interacts with and depends upon 
in the course of its business.P

 

 
In Forestry Tasmania's case it ensures  
 

that it has employee policy and 
procedures in place and that the 
occupational health and safety of its 
employees and contractors is given a 
high priority.  It continues to provide 
sponsorship and assistance to the 
regional communities, provides 
recreational facilities in State forest and 
has initiated a range of agreements 
such as the Good Neighbour Charter 
and the Community Forestry 
Agreement. 
 
References: 
John Elkington, Australian CPA March 
1999, "Triple bottom-line reporting: 
looking for balance" 
 
BChydro, The Journey to Sustainability, 
Triple bottom Line Report 2001 
HTwww.ecostpes.com.au/sustainabilitytree TH 
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THE CENTRE FOR DESIGN AT RMIT UNIVERSITY 
Dr. Karli James 
Program Manager - Sustainable Products, Centre for Design 
RMIT University 
 
The Centre for Design 
( HTwww.cfd.rmit.edu.au TH) promotes 
environmental sustainability through a 
directed program of research, 
consulting, professional development 
and knowledge sharing.  The Centre is 
recognised internationally as a leader in 
the development of design methods and 
tools that support sustainable product 
design.  Our programs focus on 
sustainability and eco-efficiency as a 
source of innovation and responsible 
business development. 
 
The Centre for Design has a strong 
multidisciplinary research team and 
access to specialist expertise and 
resources from within RMIT University. 
Collaborative projects are undertaken 

with industry, government and 
community stakeholders to develop 
pragmatic solutions. 
 
The Centre for Design is based in the 
Design and Social Context Portfolio at 
RMIT's city campus in Melbourne.  
 
Scope of work 
The Centre for Design aims to:  
• Develop and demonstrate new 

design methods, tools and 
processes aimed at improving the 
environmental performance of 
products, buildings and services  

• Assist industry to design greener 
products, buildings and services and 
to develop more strategic 
environmental directions  
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• Advise government agencies on 
policy and programs to reduce 
environmental impacts through 
design 

• Explore new design concepts and 
scenarios for a sustainable future; 
and  

• Maintain a national and international 
network of research and information 
exchange in environmental design. 

 
Past and current projects 
The Centre is structured around four key 
programs – Sustainable Products, 
Sustainable Buildings, Sustainable 
Materials and Life Cycle Assessment 
(which underpins the other three areas). 
Examples of past and current projects 
include: 
 
Sustainable Products Program 
• EcoReDesign2 Program aimed to 

assist small to medium sized 
companies to reduce the 
environmental impacts of their 
products. 

• Development of environmental 
guidelines and checklist for 
marketers and packaging 
technologists at Nestle Australia to 
use in new product 
development;Infrastructure for 
Collection and Reprocessing of 
Electrical and Electronic Products 
for Environment Australia in 
2003.Sustainable Packaging 
Alliance (SPA) which is an initiative 
of Victoria University, through its 
Centre for Packaging, 
Transportation and Storage, RMIT 
University, through its Centre for 
Design, and Birubi Innovation Pty 
Ltd.  The Alliance was formed to 
provide a focal point for strategic 
research, technology transfer, 
education and consulting services to 
underpin and facilitate the 
development and commercialisation 
of sustainable packaging systems.  

 
 

Sustainable Buildings Program 
• Guidelines for materials 

specification for 8000 home 
residential development for 
VicUrban; 

• Documenting a case study of a new 
landmark green building – Council 
House 2 for the Melbourne City 
Council; 

• EcoHome – a model green project 
home; and 

• Development of a strategic brief for 
a new green building for City West 
Water. 

 
Sustainable Materials Program 
• Docklands Retail Material Guide: 

120 boutique retail fitouts 
• Southern Cross 50,000m P

2
P 

government office fit-out guide 
• Development of Ecospecifier which 

is a tool designed to provide 
information on eco-preferable 
materials to construction sector 
( HTwww.ecospecifier.org TH) 

 
Life cycle assessment (LCA) Program 
• LCA and life cycle costing of Water 

Tanks as a Supplement to Mains 
Water Supply for Yarra Valley 
Water; 

• LCA of Selley’s No More Gaps 
(NMG) for Dulux Australia; 

• Life-cycle Emissions Analysis of 
Alternative Fuels for Heavy Vehicles 
for the Australian Greenhouse 
Office (2003);The Impacts of 
Degradable Plastics in Australia for 
the Department of Environment and 
Heritage (September 2003); and 

• Life Cycle Assessment of the Printer 
Consumables Waste Stream Before 
and After the Introduction of the 
Cartridges for Planet Ark Program. 

 
More information on our programs and 
specific projects can be found at our 
website: 

HTwww.cfd.rmit.edu.au TH. 
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Mailing address: 
 
GPO Box 2476V 
Melbourne  Victoria  3001 
Australia 
 
For further information contact: 
 
Telephone: +61 (0) 3 9925 2362 
Fax:  +61 (0) 3 9639 3412 
 
 

CORRECTION AND APOLOGIES 
In our edition published December 2003 
the Journal of the Asia Pacific Centre for 
Environmental Accountability stated 
author Susan Brown represented the 
Australian Democrats.  This is incorrect.  
 
Susan Brown was a Democrat policy 
advisor from 1994-2000 and has been 
an independent freelance journalist 
since that time.  She is not a member of 
any political party.  The editors 
apologise for this error. 
 

APCEA NEWS 
 
Many readers have asked us to provide 
an overview of APCEA and a list of 
current members. 
 
The Asia Pacific Centre for 
Environmental Accountability (APCEA) 
was established at The Australian 
National University in 1996, following a 
symposium on ‘Environmental 
Accountability’.  The symposium was 
organised by the international 
coordinator of APCEA, Roger Burritt.  
Roger is also a Reader in the School of 
Information Management at The 
Australian National University. 
 
The ANU has its own branch of APCEA 
and acts as the co-coordinating hub for 
a number of other branches, which have 
been established at other universities in 
the Asia-Pacific region.  Each APCEA 
branch operates in an independent 
financial manner, but has a common 
management committee and aims.  
APCEA is fundamentally a networking 
organisation for groups interested in 
social and environmental accountability. 
There are seventeen branches of 
APCEA in eight countries.  A full list of 
contacts is included on Page 11. 

 
Aims: 
APCEA seeks to achieve the following: 
i. the development of undergraduate 

and postgraduate programs in 
environmental accountability; 

ii. cooperation in research and 
teaching; 

iii. joint funding applications for the 
support of collaborative research 
projects and infrastructure needs 
through appropriate bodies; 

iv. provision of environmental 
accountability advice and the 
making of submissions to 
government agencies and other 
appropriate bodies; 

v. the promotion of environmental 
accountability matters to 
professional accountancy and 
finance bodies; 

vi. collaboration on consultancies to 
government agencies and other 
appropriate bodies; 

vii. the organisation of seminars, 
workshops, and a biennial 
symposium, responsibility for the 
latter to be rotated between the 
branches of APCEA; and 

viii. the production of publications. 
 


