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ABOUT THE SEMINAR 
The political activity that took place in Egypt during January/February 2011 was celebrated and heralded as 
a positive move towards democracy and social justice. This optimism was heartfelt and as the Mubarak 
regime collapsed we (that is Egyptian citizens) were convinced that Egypt was about to become a society 
based on social justice. We profoundly believed that dignity founded on material security and socio-political 
freedoms would be available for all. This optimism was misplaced and Egypt is now marked by an 
atmosphere of fear and despair (it is palpable) and the state apparatuses of oppression and repression are 
entrenched. This situation has profound resonances with the revolution that took place in 1952 that was 
also marked by optimism initially followed by the socio-political failure to forge a more effective society. 
While the term revolution has a double meaning - revolution as break and revolution as return - this paper 
will concentrate on the matter of repetition in order to trace through the similarities between the two 
revolutions. I will explore how identification with a colonial past hinders at best and obstructs at worst Egypt 
from becoming a society based on social justice and equality but rather is a society based on corruption, 
exploitation and the inexorable struggle to survive. 
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ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Dr. Amal Treacher Kabesh is Associate Professor in the School of Sociology and Social Policy (University of 
Nottingham, UK). Her monograph: Postcolonial Masculinities: Emotions, Histories and Ethics was published 
in 2013 (Ashgate). Amal draws on a psychosocial studies framework (specifically psychoanalysis and 
postcolonial studies) to theorise postcolonial subjectivities. She has a special interest in gender, emotions 
and inequality. Her forthcoming book Egyptian Revolutions: Conflict, Repetition and Identification will be 
published by Rowman and Littlefield. 
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Date:  12:00pm – 1:30pm Thursday 27 August 2015 
Venue:  UniSA, City West campus 

Y2-58 Paul Hughes meeting room, Yungondi building, City West campus,  
North Terrace, Adelaide, South Australia 

RSVP:  Essential by 18 August to MnM-Centre@unisa.edu.au  
Enquiries:    International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim Understanding 

(08) 8302 9120 or via email: simon.behenna@unisa.edu.au 
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