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ABOUT THE SEMINAR: The recent assertion by European political leaders that multi-culturalism has 
‘utterly failed’ is reviewed in the light of research conducted in two towns in the North-West of the United 
Kingdom. This paper posits a different relationship between the historical configuration of social space and 
the trajectory of inter-group relations, and argues that an analysis of the symbolic ordering of intergroup 
relations, and processes of ethnic identification and categorization needs to grounded in an understanding a 
range of complex and interacting factors: the very specific structuring of the urban environment in Northern 
former mill towns; the impact of  marketisation and competition for  public services in inculcating a sense of 
dispossession; the way in which economic and social spaces experience a form of ‘negative branding’, which 
may be both internalised by members of different groups, and responsibility for which may be attributed to 
other groups; and the distinct cultural trajectories of differing social groups   The research uses data from 
research in Oldham and Rochdale to illustrate the analysis, and to demonstrate that whereas young Muslim 
people identify the positive role of multi-culturalism in encouraging contact, good relations and equality, 
this is neglected or rejected by the young white respondents. 
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ABOUT THE SPEAKER: Dr Pete Sanderson is Head of the Department of Education and Community Studies 
at the University of Huddersfield, UK. He joined the university in 1985 after working variously in the travel 
business, as a residential child care worker, a contract researcher and a further education lecturer. During 
his time at the School he has worked on Post-Compulsory Education and Training teacher training courses, 
the MA in Professional Development, the BAs in Youth and Community Work, Early Years, Communications 
and Cultures and the EdD.  
 
Pete gained his BA in History from Cambridge, and a Diploma in Social Administration from York. His MPhil 
at York was concerned with issues of race and housing in Bradford, and he went on to work as a contract 
researcher on Leverhulme and EEC funded projects on race, ethnicity and educational achievement before 
embarking on a career in teaching. Pete gained his PhD in Psychology from the University of Leeds.  
 
Pete is currently working as co-investigator with Paul Thomas on a local authority-funded action research 
project around community perceptions of community cohesion and of the impacts of policy work around 
cohesion in Kirklees, West Yorkshire. This work involves key front-line staff carrying out qualitative research 
activity during their normal work operation into feelings and perceptions within local communities.  Paul 
and Pete have worked together before on perceptions of youth identity in Oldham and Rochdale.  
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Date:  11:00am – 12:30pm Wednesday 13 August 2014 
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