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The ambition of the Magill Education Precinct to create a community of learners across the lifespan requires 
consideration of child safety matters. This brief acknowledges the complexity of such an ambition, notes 
potential risks, and presents strategies to address these.  

 
The key question which frames this child protection brief is: How might we secure the safety of children and 
young adults in the Magill Education Precinct in terms of legal responsibilities, design and best practice?  
 

 
Global and National Context 
The investigation of systemic child abuse scandals in Boston’s Catholic churches during 2002, recently retold 
in the critically acclaimed movie, Spotlight (2016), has drawn light to a global challenge. In Australia, the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse established in 2013 has investigated in what 
ways systems have failed, and has recently provided a number of recommendations to better protect and 
create a safer future for children. 
 
These examples bring to light the fundamentally important issues of child protection in the Magill Education 
Precinct and the need to make proactive provisions in regards to desirable and undesirable interaction 
between different aged children, peer groups, and children and adults. It is with a commitment to placing 
children’s safety first that that we will document how such issues can be addressed in an early 
childhood/school/university setting, as proposed in the Magill Education Precinct. 
 
 
Shared Spaces & Child Protection in an Education Precinct 
A key priority of the precinct is to create a learning environment which spans the life course (birth to Year 12, 
and beyond) and supports learning for diverse groups, across multiple spaces. The success of such an 
endeavor is premised on the principle that the lifespan is viewed as a continuum, and that learning sites are 
permeable enabling different age groups to interact formally and also informally. Whilst designated areas will 
be created for different age groups, a key aim of the precinct is to create collective/shared spaces for the 
entire campus community, such as libraries and parks, which foster opportunities for unplanned 
collaborations, encouraging collective learning and sharing of ideas. 
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To build permeability across the lifespan, standard security measures often seen in urban schools would be 
counterproductive to this vision e.g. fencing around and within the school, segregation according to age, and 
presentation of identification at security checkpoints around the school’s perimeter.  The question therein 
remains, how will the Magill Education Precinct ensure that interactions can take place across shared spaces 
whilst minimising risk and maintaining the safety of children and young adults?  
 
 
South Korea – Exemplar of Best Practice 
In responding to this question, Professor Stephen Dobson, Dean and Head of School (School of Education), 
highlights Seoul National University of Education (SNUE) as an example of best practice for safe collaborative 
spaces. SNUE is a premier university for primary school education in South Korea which houses a primary 
school on site. The university itself is part of the larger community with the campus open and accessible to 
the general public 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Members of the public use many of the facilities, including 
the running track, hence there are shared spaces used by all members of the campus community including 
primary school students, university students and the public. ”The running track, in particular, is a good 
example of a shared collaborative space, which is not surrounded by a giant fence” states Professor Dobson. 
In such a setting, how then does SNUE protect the interests of the children? In addressing this question, 
Professor Dobson describes several child safety strategies employed by SNUE “Teachers at SNUE primary 
school are always present with the children so there are no moments when undesirable contact could happen 
between adults and children. The area is totally open, transparent and clear. It is always well lit. Children are 
always in line of sight and are clearly visible.”   
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Running track at Seoul National University of Education used by all members of the campus community 
including students from the primary school and university, and the public. 

 
Child safety experts within the School of Education, Dr Elspeth McInnes and Dr Lesley-Anne Ey, identified 
there are complexities and potential threats of a large multi-user education precinct. Dr McInnes noted there 
will not only be regular users from within the precinct but engagement with families and the wider 
community, which means having processes and protocols which can manage such risks.  
 
Dr Ey adds that a panel should also be established, including representation from different organizations and 
professions including representation from DECD, UniSA, and experts in child abuse offending and support for 
victims and families. Drs McInnes and Ey make the following recommendations. 
 
Child Protection recommendations – legal compliance, design and practice1 
The precinct will comply with the South Australian Government legislation governing child protection and all 
practice standards relative to implementing child protection policy in SA education environments and 
comparable international education precincts. 
 
The following strategies will be addressed to minimize and manage identified potential risks: 

 The design of the built environment and grounds will take account of lines of sight, lighting and access 
to surveillance technology where indicated alongside safety standards. Safe zones will be part of the 
design where people experiencing risk can access immediate help. 

 Signage will be used to determine the use of different areas and the age groups of users, which in 
turn will organize the risk approach. 

 Use of designated areas and security measures such as biometrics to ensure access only to authorized 
personnel. 

                                                
1 The University of South Australia includes research and teaching expertise in child protection 
within the School of Education and The Australian Centre for Child Protection with networks 
engaging with government and TACSI, which can be deployed to develop a state of the art child 
protection policy for the precinct.  The precinct provides opportunities to enrich academic work in 
this area, with flow on benefits to child protection practice.  
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 Designated routes and forms of transport, such as monitored bus zones and pick up zones will form 
part of the layout.  

 Management, staff recruitment, screening and training will comply with child safe organization 
standards taking account of required police and DCSI checks and specific training including 
Responding to Abuse and Neglect (RAN) and First Aid. 

 Staffing procedures, policies and protocols will be informed by Child Safe Organization standards and 
relevant codes of professional conduct.  

 The child protection policy implementation will be informed and resourced by a constant review 
approach where emergent problems are used to inform practice and policy improvements. 

 The Education Precinct will communicate with stakeholders about child protection measures through 
consultation structures, formal reviews involving stakeholders and maintaining networks to ensure 
practice is informed by research and real time applicability of responsive management practice. 
 

 
For further information  
Dr Elspeth McInnes and Dr Lesley-Anne Ey from the School of Education [Elspeth.Mcinnes@unisa.edu.au; 
Lesley-Anne.Ey@unisa.edu.au]. 
 
 
For further reading 
 
South Australia Department for Education and Child Development 2016, Child Safe Environments 
https://www.families.sa.gov.au/child-safe-environments/about-child-safe-environments#requirements 
 
Government of South Australia Department for Education and Child Development 2012, Child Safe 
Environment: Principles of good practice, Families SA, South Australia. 
 
Australian Government Department of Social Services 2009, Protecting children is everyone’s business: 
National Framework for protecting Australia’s Children 2009-2010 https://www.dss.gov.au/our-
responsibilities/families-and-children/publications-articles/protecting-children-is-everyones-business 
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