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Curriculum

What are our terms of reference that would guide and 
inform this implementation?



Curriculum

Terms or reference act as guiding pillars to Islamic 

worldview and the necessary agency for curriculum 
implementation in Islamic schools.



Curriculum

…curriculum informed by an Islamic worldview that is 

innovative, responsive and distinct – a curriculum 
for the 21st century.



Statements to provoke thought

1. A culture of blind compliance with our understanding of 
the Australian Curriculum has stifled efforts toward 
innovation, responsiveness and distinctiveness;

2. Curriculum efforts have been content driven;

3. Curriculum has been implemented prescriptively, narrowly
focusing on matching standards and attaining academic 
results.



Reasons

• colonisation, migration and displacement

• necessity and convenience

• curriculum and pedagogical processes out of 

context



Broad principles of the Melbourne 

Declaration

1. promotion of equity and excellence

2. all students become successful learners; 
confident and creative individuals; and active 
and informed citizens. 



Implementation

…via the agency of Islamic worldview and 
terms of reference, the General 

Capabilities and Cross Curricular 
priorities provide a foundation for 
implementation and integration.



Aims and Objectives of Islamic 

Schooling

A serious consequence of the lack of 
overarching aims and objectives of Islamic 

schooling is that we default to academic 
results as the yard stick, as a sign of legitimacy, 

as the measure of success. 



What is a worldview? 

• a prism for which we see and 
understand reality – a prism for 
knowing, being and doing. 

• empowers people with a lens 
through which to see, 
understand and navigate the 
world.



Collective Values or Terms of Reference

• The Custodial Ethic – looking after 
Country, looking after Kin

• Primacy of family - especially children 
and young people

• Age and Gender formal recognition 
and respect

• Non-hierarchical structures with men 
and women equal, with Elders as the 
authority

• Positive group dynamics
• Consensus decision making
• Ego Management systems
• Positive conflict management

• Non-competitiveness and 
maintenance of harmonious relations

• Formal protocols
• Land as a moral entity
• Spiritual integrity
• Primacy of Place, identity and 

autonomy as an organising principle
• Sharp observational skills (reading 

the signs and patterns)
• Aboriginal system of *logic, time and 

space (different to Western and Asian 
systems)

These terms/qualities underpin the Aboriginal social praxis and form the ontological and epistemological basis 
of existence.

(BlackCard Course Notes 2013)



Terms of Reference

Islamic schooling could benefit from its own terms of 
reference for curriculum renewal 

…as guiding pillars or guiding principles to an Islamic 
worldview 

…to understanding Muslim students knowing, being and 
doing. 



Terms of Reference

• Tentative Terms of Reference:

Maqasid - purpose

Khidmah - service to others

Ummah - interconnectedness and unity



General Capabilities



Cross-curriculum priorities

1. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures; 

2. Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia; and

3. Sustainability



Terms of Reference

…engage in the key dimensions of the Australian Curriculum 
and allow us to work with them in ways that are responsive 

to our own context and our student’s needs. 



Opportunity for renewal 

…innovative, responsive and distinctive – a curriculum for 
the 21st century.
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