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INTRODUCTION
The Pakistan Summit will engage with questions of Pakistan’s 
economy, geo-politics and foreign policies, and political, legal and 
social structures. It will showcase contestations over resources, 
land and the cultural landscape in order to debate the issues from 
multiple perspectives. By engaging experts on Pakistan across 
Australia and internationally, the summit aims to build cross-
disciplinary expertise on Pakistan and more broadly on the Indian 
Ocean region.  

The summit is co-hosted by the University of South Australia’s 
International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim Understanding; 
the Institute of South Asian Studies at the National University of 
Singapore; and the Centre for Muslim States and Societies of the 
University of Western Australia. It is supported by the Asian Studies 
Association of Australia and the South Asian Studies Association of 
Australia. 
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TIME ACTIVITY

09:00 MORNING SESSION

09:00–09:30
Welcome address and context setting by Professor Anthony Elliott, Director, Hawke 
Research Institute, University of South Australia

The Hon Bob Hawke AC officially opens the summit

09:30–10:30

Mr Shahid Javed Burki  
Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore and  the Shahid Javed 
Burki Institute of Public Policy, Lahore, Pakistan 
Former Vice President of the World Bank, Finance Minister of Pakistan 
Presentation: Pakistan’s Economy: Past, Present and Future

10:30–11:00 Morning tea break

11:00–11:10 Professor Subrata Kumar Mitra, Director of Institute of South Asian Studies, National 
University of Singapore, introduces Dr Chowdhury

11:10–11:45

Dr Iftekhar Ahmad Chowdhury 
Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore  
Former Foreign Minister of Bangladesh and Member of the UN Security Council 
Presentation: Pakistan’s Position in the Region and the World

11:45–11:50 Professor Riaz Hassan introduces Dr Muhammad Khalid Masud

11:50–12:30

Dr Muhammad Khalid Masud 
Judge of the Shariat Appellate Bench, Supreme Court of Pakistan 
Presentation: The Role of the Council of Islamic Ideology in the Islamisation of Laws in 
Pakistan

12:30–13:30 Lunch break

Program
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TIME ACTIVITY

13:30 AFTERNOON SESSION

13:30–15:00

Professor Samina Yasmeen, Professor of Political Science and International Relations, 
University of Western Australia. Narratives of Jihad: Women of Jamaat ud Dawah

Professor Amin Saikal, Director, Arab and Islamic Study Centre, Australian National 
University. Afghanistan and Pakistan: A Troubled Relationship

Dr Christophe Jaffrelot, Senior Research Fellow at Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches 
Internationales at Sciences Po (Paris), and research director at the Centre National de 
la Recherche Scientifique, Professor of Indian Politics and Sociology at the King’s India 
Institute (London) and Global Scholar at Princeton University. US–Pakistan Relations under 
Obama: Resilience of Clientelism?

Professor Tahmina Rashid, Associate Professor International Studies, University of 
Canberra. Social Media, Sexual Harassment and the Politics of Class and Gender: A Case 
Study of a Sexual Harassment Case at LUMS in Pakistan

15:00–15:30 Afternoon tea break

15:30–17:00

Mr (Brig) Naeem Salik, Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Centre for International Strategic 
Studies, University of Western Australia. Pakistan’s Strategic Culture

Mr Adeem Suhail, doctoral candidate, Department of Anthropology, Emory University, 
Atlanta, USA. Flailing Nations, Failing States: Reflections on the Crisis of the State-Idea from 
Atop a Dung Pile in Lyari Town, Pakistan

Mr Nishank Motwani, PhD candidate, UNSW, Canberra. Pakistan’s Quest for Strategic Depth: 
Motivations and Consequences

Mr Adeel Hashmi, writer, director and performer. The Role of Pakistan’s Youth in Shaping 
the Political Agenda

Ms Aisha Masood Malik, poet, columnist, journalist and writer. Women Writers’ Journeys

17:00–17:15 Professor Riaz Hassan closes the day



The Hon Bob Hawke AC 
was born in South Australia in 1929. After completing his education at the 
University of Western Australia (degrees in Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of 
Arts (Economics)), in 1953–1955 he studied at Oxford University under a Rhodes 
Scholarship, graduating with the degree of Bachelor of Letters. In 1956 he returned 
to Australia to take up a research scholarship at the Australian National University, 
and in 1958 became Research Officer and Advocate with the Australian Council of 
Trade Unions (ACTU). He was ACTU President from 1970 to 1980. During this time, 
he was also President of the Australian Labor Party (1973–1978).

In 1980 he was elected to the Federal Parliament, and in February 1983 became 
the Leader of the Opposition. He led the Labor Party to victory in the general 
election in March 1983 and, in winning three successive elections, became 
Australia’s longest-serving Labor Prime Minister. He ceased to be Prime Minister in 
December 1991 and resigned from the Parliament in February 1992. In August 2009 
Mr Hawke was given National Life Membership of the Australian Labor Party.

His post-parliamentary career has included Adjunct Professor in the Research 
Schools of Pacific Studies and Social Sciences at the Australian National University; 
Honorary Visiting Professor in Industrial Relations at the University of Sydney; 
Membership of the Advisory Council of the Institute for International Studies at 
Stanford University; and Chairman of the Committee of Experts on Membership 
of the Education International. He is an Honorary Fellow at the University College 
of Oxford and holds honorary degrees from the University of Western Australia; 
Nanjing University of China; the Hebrew University of Jerusalem; the University 
of New South Wales; the University of South Australia; Macquarie University; 
Honorary Doctorate of Civil Law, Oxford University; and an Hon Doctorate of 
Humanities, Rikkyo University, Tokyo. 

Mr Hawke was made a Companion of the Order of Australia (AC) in 1979. In 2009 
he was awarded the highest award for non-citizens by the Papua New Guinea 
Government, the Grand companion of the Order of Logohu (GCL). In 2012 Mr 
Hawke received the Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun from the 
Government of Japan.

Current honorary positions include: Member of the Advisory Council, 
United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney; Member 
of the Council of Advisers of the Boao Forum for Asia; 
Member of the  International Advisory Council of the 
Australian American Leadership Dialogue; Chairman 
of the Hawke Research Institute Advisory Board 
at the Bob Hawke Prime Ministerial Centre, 
University of South Australia; Member 
of the Advisory Board, Deliberative 
Issues Australia; and Patron of 
Indigenous Engineering Aid.
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WELCOME  
from the Hon Bob Hawke

It is a great pleasure to introduce this Pakistan Summit, a forum for 
debating Pakistan’s economy, state, society and culture. As Pakistan’s 
international influence grows and as Australia increasingly forms 
independent relations with its Asian neighbours, it is essential that 
Australian scholars and policy makers turn their attention towards the 
people and the politics of Pakistan. It is also essential that we develop a 
more sophisticated understanding of Pakistan in all its diversity so that 
we can engage intelligently with the people, the culture, the politics 
and the resources of this colourful and challenging nation. We need to 
look beyond the focus on conflict, extremism and religious divisions 
and build links with the Pakistani people, and summits like this are an 
important part of this process. 

I am pleased that this summit is co-hosted by the International Centre 
for Muslim and non-Muslim Understanding, a centre which I initiated 
and which I have watched with great interest since I launched it in 
2008. This summit is an excellent example of its mission to create 
dialogue and build understanding across cultures and across national 
and religious identities. I also welcome representatives of the summit’s 
other co-hosts and supporting organisations, the Institute of South 
Asian Studies, National University of Singapore; the Centre for Muslim 
States and Societies, University of Western Australia; the Asian Studies 
Association of Australia; and the South Asian Studies Association of 
Australia. 

The summit promises to be a stimulating occasion, with participants 
from Pakistan, Singapore, France and the USA as well as from across 
Australia. It will be an excellent opportunity for representatives of 
Pakistan’s contested culture and Australia’s young nation-state to 
come together to discuss old conflicts and new challenges, and to 
continue to build friendship, compassion and understanding.

Bob Hawke AC
Chair, Hawke Research Institute Advisory Board,  
University of South Australia 
Former Prime Minister of Australia
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Professor Riaz Hassan AM 
is Director of the International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim Understanding 
at the University of South Australia, and Visiting Research Professor at the Institute 
of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore. He is also Emeritus 
Professor at Finders University.  
 
He has held academic appointments at Flinders University of South Australia, 
University of California Los Angeles, New York University Abu Dhabi and Yale 
University.  
 
He was a Fulbright Scholar at Ohio State University from where he received 
his PhD in sociology. His recent publications include: Afghanistan: The Next 
Phase, co-authored with Shahid Javed Burki and Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury 
(Melbourne University Press), Inside Muslim Minds (Melbourne University Press), 
Islam and Society: Sociological Explorations (Melbourne University Press), Life 
as a Weapon: The Global Rise of Suicide Bombings (Routledge), and Faithlines: 
Muslim Conceptions of Islam and Society (Oxford University Press). He is a Fellow 
of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia and a Member of the Order of 
Australia.
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WELCOME  
from Professor Riaz Hassan AM FASSA

Pakistan is home to one of the oldest civilisations in the world, dating 
back over 5000 years. Its multiethnic and multicultural landscapes 
contain relics of many invaders over the centuries including the 
Persians, Greeks, Arabs, Afghans, Turks and British. Pakistan ranks 
low on the UNDP Human Development Index especially in gender 
equality. The country faces serious economic and security problems 
arising from poor governance, a sagging economy, sectarian conflicts 
and terrorism. But it also has several positives which include having 
Asia’s fourth largest population, the world’s largest irrigation system, 
the world’s third largest English-speaking population and the tenth 
largest labour force. With $2870 gross national income per capita it 
is economically a poor country but Pakistan’s Gini coefficient of .30 
makes it one of the world’s more equal countries. The other positives 
include the legitimacy of its institutions, its capacity to implement 
national projects when there is sufficient will, abundant natural and 
human resources, the rapid growth of women’s participation in the 
labour force every year, a sizable domestic market, large cities with a 
growing middle class and its strategic location neighbouring some of 
the fastest growing economies in the world. All these contribute to the 
country’s resilience.  
 
The Pakistan Summit brings together some of the most eminent 
international and Australian scholars to reflect critically on Pakistan’s 
economy, politics, and social, cultural and religious landscapes 
and to share their expert knowledge to advance a more grounded 
understanding of Pakistani state and society. On behalf of the Hawke 
Research Institute’s International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim 
Understanding, University of South Australia I extend a warm welcome 
and personal thanks for their participation and contributions to the 
summit and to the audience for their presence and interest in the 
event. I want to thank the Hon Bob Hawke, the centre’s patron, for 
suggesting that we hold the Pakistan Summit and for his presence. I 
also want to thank my colleagues in the centre for all their efforts in 
the organisation of the summit and to the co-hosts the Institute of 
South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore and the Centre 
for Muslim States and Societies, University of Western Australia for 
their support and assistance.

Riaz Hassan AM FASSA
Director, International Centre for Muslim 
& non-Muslim Understanding 
University of South Australia 
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About the MnM Centre
The International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim 
Understanding (MnM Centre) was officially launched 
on 14 October 2008 by its Patron, the Honourable Bob 
Hawke AC. The development of the MnM Centre was 
publicly endorsed by Nelson Mandela, Honorary Doctor 
of the University and international patron of UniSA’s 
Hawke Centre; Kevin Rudd, then Prime Minister of 
Australia; Imam Umer Ahmed Ilyasi, Secretary General, 
All India Organization of Imams of Mosques; and Mike 
Rann, then Premier of South Australia. 

The Commonwealth Government Department 
of Education provided funds for the centre’s 
development, and the South Australian Department 
of Premier and Cabinet contributed funds for 
postgraduate scholarships and conferences. 

The University of South Australia contains within 
its Division of Education, Arts and Social Sciences 
the Hawke Research Institute (HRI), which conducts 
world-class, cross-disciplinary research in the social 
sciences, humanities and creative arts. With eight 
research centres and approximately 120 members, the 
HRI is Australia’s largest social science and humanities 
institute. The International Centre for Muslim and non-
Muslim Understanding is one of the most prominent of 
the Hawke Research Institute’s research centres. The 
HRI, led by Director Professor Anthony Elliott, has in 
recent years rapidly expanded to become the premier 
Australian research hub in the social sciences and 
is committed to promoting public understanding of 
major social issues.

The HRI, with its emphasis on international relations 
and social justice, provides a crucial global platform 
for the work of the MnM Centre. It provides assistance 
through international linkages and opportunities 
for interdisciplinary research projects, symposia and 
workshops involving scholars with expertise in areas 
such as community conflict resolution, international 
studies and reconciliation.

The International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim Understanding



The vision of the MnM Centre is to be an internationally 
significant research centre, devoted to understanding 
and transcending the divide between Muslims and 
non-Muslims, with a strong socio-cultural focus that 
fosters informed relationships between cultures and 
identities. The centre provides a unique forum in which 
scholars and PhD students develop and disseminate 
ideas within the framework of a broader social justice 
agenda.

Intercultural understanding, however, is not simply 
a matter of gaining better knowledge or developing 
empathy but also changing the original terms of 
reference by which misunderstandings are generated: 
our scholars do this by pioneering critical scholarship 
and creating opportunities for open dialogue and 
community engagement. Wherever possible, the 
research of the centre is made accessible to external 
stakeholders to provide opportunities to engage in 
dialogue with the aim of continually building greater 
understanding and influencing positive change. 
Mediums through which research is disseminated 
include publications, the media, public speaking 
engagements, academic conferences and the MnM 
Centre’s public fora. 

The MnM Centre’s research addresses cross-cultural 
issues, reflects commitment to reconciliation and 
develops rational approaches to addressing and 
overcoming prejudices about diversity. Thus the 
focus of the MnM Centre’s work – its research, its 
collaboration with other programs and people at the 
University of South Australia, and its engagement with 
local and international partners and communities – is 
identifying ways in which different communities can, 
should and do encounter and interact with each other. 
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About the Pakistan Summit
Given Pakistan’s increasing strategic importance in relation to South Asia and the neighbouring countries of Afghanistan, Iran, 
India and China, this conference aims to engage in, and challenge, existing international academic and governmental debates 
about the future of Pakistan and the region. 

The Pakistan Summit aims to reconfigure dominant discourse through a multiplicity of original viewpoints and positions drawn 
from diverse disciplines, including international relations, economics, history, law, gender, urban studies and sociology. Rather 
than privileging the dominant language of extremes (for example terrorism versus liberalism), the summit aims to stake out 
new and original positions on the social, historical, political and cultural processes within the nation. 

The summit will bring together national and international scholars to open up the debate to include the issues affecting the 
everyday lived experiences of Pakistanis, rather than models from external stakeholders. 

The significance and innovative aspects of the summit
Major academic discussions continue to take their cue from US government-
led policies in relation to the future of Pakistan, remaining locked in proving 
or disproving dominant understandings of the nation. In counterpoint to 
declarations of Pakistan’s imminent demise, for example, scholars draw 
attention to the nation’s rich cultural life in an attempt to disprove such 
sensational – and strategic – agendas. Yet such frameworks have failed to 
capture the nuances of social processes within Pakistan that have far more 
resonance for the lives of Pakistanis. 
In particular, the question of national governance and ethnic/provincial 
power, politics and control that has witnessed successive movements for 
independence from Pakistan epitomises the domestic political landscape. 
This is nowhere more evident than in the violent contestations for power 
in Karachi. At the heart of these conflicts also lies the less discussed issue 
of resource/trade control (Karachi and Gwadar ports, mineral resources in 
Balochistan) while Pakistan’s own resources (oil, gas and water) continue to 
dwindle: the nation’s industries have been lurching towards a standstill and 
it is common for people to live without electricity supplies for up to 20 hours 
in some areas. The summit, therefore, aims to introduce innovation to the 
frameworks through which the nation’s fault lines of conflict are understood, 
which has tremendous significance for scholars working in international 
relations and Asian Studies. 



“Poverty, social injustice, ignorance, intolerance and lack 
of hope are among the less well-understood enemies of 
peace in our world.” 
Nelson Mandela, Honorary Doctor of the University of South Australia and former 
International Patron of UniSA’s Hawke Centre
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ABSTRACTS 
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Mr Shahid Javed Burki 
Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore and the 
Shahid Javed Burki Institute of Public Policy, Lahore, Pakistan
Former Vice President of the World Bank, Finance Minister of Pakistan
Pakistan’s Economy: Past, Present and Future

Pakistan, a crisis-prone country, is passing through a 
perfect storm. It is being buffeted from many sides. 
It has been hit by the rise of Islamic extremism and 
terrorism associated with it. Terrorist activities inside 
the country’s borders have taken a heavy human 
and economic toll. But that is not the only problem 
the country faces. It is still engaged in developing 
a durable political order that will be inclusive in the 
sense that it will accommodate the interests and 
aspirations of a number of different segments of 
society. A way will have to be found to provide the 
powerful military with some space within the political 
system. Space will also have to be found for the half 
a dozen administrative units that make up the federal 
state of Pakistan. The economy has been poorly 
managed for almost a decade with the result that the 
2007–2013 six-year period was by far the slowest in 
the country’s seven-decade-old history. Even when the 
economy has performed well it has done so with the 
help of large foreign capital flows. These flows will not 
be readily available now. Pakistan will need to rely on 
its own resources to finance growth. 

There are also problems on the external side. The 
American withdrawal from Afghanistan has created 
considerable uncertainty about which way the two 
Pashtun populations that straddle the border will go. 
The border that separates the Indian and Pakistani 
parts of the contested state of Jammu and Kashmir 
has become unsettled. Both sides seem to be engaged 
in testing each other’s resolve. This game is fraught 
with danger. The growing competition between China 
and the United States has ushered in a new Great 
Game in the area of which Pakistan is one part. The 
list of problems is long. To return to the perfect storm 
metaphor, it is legitimate to ask whether Pakistan will 
be able to sail through the choppy seas and reach the 
shore. Or will it falter and sink? It has become common 
among analysts to call Pakistan a ‘fragile state’, a 
‘failing state’, a state created for reasons that could not 
be the basis of nation making. To find an answer to this 
important question we must – and I will in this paper – 
look at the past. 

The need to tackle crises – some of them so serious 
that they posed existential threats to the country 
– deeply affected the structures of politics and 
economics. It also created an approach that can be 
described with some justification as ad-hocism or 
‘short-termism’. With one exception the country’s 
policy makers relied on their wits rather than on 
strategic planning to move from one period of 
crisis to another. This also increased the country’s 
dependence on external help. What people in finance 
call the ‘moral hazard approach’ often marked the way 
economic crises came to be dealt with. Moving on to 
the future I will argue that the storm the country must 
navigate through calls for more careful thought and 
strategic planning than was used in the past. If that is 
done there are enough positives even in the present 

difficult situation for those in charge of making public 
policy to craft a better future for the country. Shifting 
to another metaphor, the fault lines that lie below 
the surface in Pakistan are not as deep as they are in 
some of the neighbouring countries. With careful and 
imaginative planning Pakistan can count on a more 
stable future. How that could be achieved I will discuss 
at some length. 

Mr Shahid Javed Burki is Visiting Senior Research 
Fellow at the Institute of South Asian Studies, 
National University of Singapore. He was educated 
at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar and at 
Harvard University as a Mason Fellow. He spent most 
of his professional life at the World Bank where he 
held a number of senior positions, including Director 
of China and Mongolia Department (1987–1994) 
as well as Vice President for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (1994–1999). Mr Burki took leave of 
absence from the bank to take up the position of 
Pakistan’s Finance Minister (1996–1997). His books 
include: Changing Perceptions, Altered Reality: 
Pakistan’s Economy under Musharraf (Oxford 
University Press); Beyond the Centre: Decentralising 
the State (World Bank); South Asia in the New World 
Order (Routledge); and Pakistan: Fifty Years of 
Nationhood (Westview Press). He is Chairman of the 
Institute of Public Policy, a Lahore-based Pakistan 
think tank, and resides in Washington, DC.
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Dr Iftekhar Ahmad Chowdhury
Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore
Former Foreign Minister of Bangladesh and Member of the UN Security Council

Pakistan’s Position in the Region and the World

Pakistan was premised as an ideological state. It was 
a fruition of the argument of its founder, Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah, that the Muslims in India ‘by every canon of 
international definition’ constituted a separate nation, 
and hence, in consonance with the prevalent Wilsonian 
concept of ‘a state for each nation’, were entitled to a 
state of their own. (Initially it commenced its journey 
to full sovereignty as a dominion within the British 
Commonwealth, evolving into an ‘Islamic republic’ in 
1956.) Indeed Jinnah had originally conceived of close 
relations with the other dominion (which quickly turned 
into a republic), India, and even spoke of a ‘Monroe 
doctrine’ along with India for the subcontinent. But 
the two neighbours slipped into sibling rivalry, flowing 
from undemarcated borders, conflicting irredentist 
claims (Kashmir, for instance), and continued religion-
based differences. This rivalry led to a number of wars 
between the two neighbours, and Pakistan used extra-
regional linkages, with the Middle East, the US and 
China, to make up for the power gap. The acquisition of 
nuclear capability by both India and Pakistan produced 
a kind of regional strategic deterrence that was more 
stabilising than under conventional circumstances. 
That, together with the loss of its eastern wing (which 
became sovereign Bangladesh), prompted Pakistan to 
turn westward. It developed a transactional relationship 
with the US, while remaining critical of its policies 
on Afghanistan and the Taliban, which constituted 
perhaps more of an existential threat to it than India. 
This was balanced by an ‘all-weather’ friendship with 
China, essential in the Indo-Pak equation and also 
to enhance its overall power capabilities. Pakistan’s 
intellectual and non-technological resources have 
allowed it to take up a stewardship role with regard to 
the Muslim Middle East including Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf, as well as the capacity to play an active role in 
global multilateral institutions. It has helped to shape 
international norms and standards, though not always 
to the extent it would prefer, in support of its perceived 
national self-interests. In contemporary times, 
Pakistan, the product of Westphalian logic, albeit in a 
non-western milieu, can be seen as a counter-narrative 
to the burgeoning fundamentalist Salafist-Wahabi 
views of the so-called ‘Islamic State of Iraq and Syria’ 
propagating an Islamist global ‘caliphate’.

Dr Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury is Principal Research 
Fellow at the Institute of South Asian Studies, 
National University of Singapore. He was Foreign 
Advisor (Foreign Minister) of Bangladesh from 2007 
to 2009. During the four decades of his public 
service career, he held the posts of Ambassador 
and Permanent Representative to both New York 
(2001–2007) and Geneva (1996–2001). At the United 
Nations he also chaired a number of committees 
including the Social Commission, Population and 
Development Commission, Second (Economic) 
Committee, Information Committee, and President 
of the Conference on Disarmament. He was knighted 
by the Pope in 1999. In 2004 the New York City 
Council issued a proclamation naming him ‘one of 
the world’s leading diplomats’, acknowledging his 
global contribution to advancing welfare, alleviating 
poverty and combating terrorism. Dr Chowdhury 
has a PhD and MA in International Relations from 
the Australian National University, Canberra. He has 
been a prolific writer on issues pertaining to current 
multilateral diplomacy and contributes regularly to 
learned journals and the media.
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Dr Muhammad Khalid Masud
Judge of the Shariat Appellate Bench, Supreme Court of Pakistan
The Role of the Council of Islamic Ideology in the Islamisation of Laws in Pakistan

The Islamisation of laws in Pakistan has been generally 
explained as a revival of Islam. In Pakistan, it is claimed to be 
the implementation of the Vision of Pakistan formulated as 
the Objectives Resolution passed by the Constituent Assem-
bly in 1949. It is justified as a requirement of the Sovereignty 
of God and the Supremacy of Shari’a, principles of an Islamic 
state laid down by religious groups in 1952. It is described 
as a policy of the state in the 1973 Constitution. Continuing 
controversy on all these points has attracted several schol-
arly studies of this phenomenon. Academic studies have 
problematised the Islamisation of laws in several differ-
ent ways: an issue of reformation in the religious history of 
Islam, a cause of the rise of fundamentalism and extremism, 
an expression of Muslim nationalism, a characteristic of an 
Islamic state, a violation of democracy and secularism, and 
lately as a law and empire project. I will restrict my analysis of 
the phenomenon of Islamisation to the role of the Council of 
Islamic Ideology. 

The council was established in 1962 as a constitutional body 
with four functions: to make recommendations to the parlia-
ment enabling Muslims to live according to Islam, to advise 
the parliament about current legislation under discussion, 
to revise the existing laws, and to frame guidelines for the 
parliament. Since 1980 the council has been increasingly 
conceived as an institution for Islamisation of laws, concur-
rent with the Islamisation or re-Islamisation movements that 
began in 1979 on the eve of the beginning of the new Islamic 
century. The council has worked with two different methodo-
logical perspectives on Islamisation. The first, which I call the 
Islamic modernist perspective, is a methodology that takes 
the Qur’an and Sunna as the primary standard sources. The 
principle of this methodology is that any law that is not re-
pugnant to these two primary sources is Islamic. If it is repug-
nant, it must be brought into conformity with them. This was 
the general methodology in use between 1962 and 1979. The 
second, which is traditional, relies mainly on juristic formula-
tions of Islamic law schools. Islamisation of laws after 1979 
has largely been a codification of this traditional law. Analys-
ing these two approaches, my presentation will highlight the 
politics of Islamic law in Pakistan, especially with reference to 
legislation about rape and women’s right of divorce.

 

Muhammad Khalid Masud, MA, PhD (1973, McGill 
University) is presently an ad hoc Judge of the 
Shariat Appellate Bench, Supreme Court of Pakistan. 
He has formerly held the following positions in 
Pakistan and abroad: Director General, Islamic 
Research Institute, International Islamic University, 
Islamabad; Chairman, Council of Islamic Ideology, 
Government of Pakistan, Islamabad; Professor 
and Academic Director of ISIM, Leiden, the 
Netherlands; Senior Lecturer, Centre for Islamic Legal 
Studies, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria; 
Distinguished Professor, Faculty of Law, International 
Islamic University, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; and 
Visiting Professor, Collège de France, Paris.

He has published extensively on Islamic law, 
contemporary issues and trends in Muslim societies. 
Some of his publications are: Shatibi’s Philosophy 
of Islamic Law (Islamabad: Islamic Research 
Institute,1995); Iqbal’s Reconstruction of Ijtihad (IRI, 
1995); (co-editor with Brinkley Messick and David 
Powers) Islamic Legal Interpretation: The Muftis and 
their Fatwas (Harvard University Press, 1996); (editor) 
Islamic Laws and Women in the Modern World 
(Islamabad, 1996); (editor) Travelers in Faith: Studies 
on Tablighi Jama’at (Brill, Netherlands, 2000); 
(translator) Mafahim-i Qur’an, an Urdu translation 
of T. Izutsu’s Ethical Terms in the Qur’an (Lahore, 
2005); (co-editor with David S. Powers and Ruud 
Peters) Dispensing Justice in Islam: Qadis and Their 
Judgments (Brill, 2006); (editor) Athharwin Sadi 
Isawi men Barri Saghir men Islami Fikr he Rahnuma 
(IRI, 2008); (co-editor with Armando Salvatore and 
Martin van Bruinessen) Islam and Modernity: An 
Introduction to Key Issues and Debates (University 
of Edinburgh Press, 2009); Nuqushe Tagore 
(Faisalabad: Mithal, 2012); and Shari’a Today: Essays 
on Contemporary Issues and Debates in Muslim 
Societies (Islamabad: Institute for Research and 
Dialogue, 2013).



17

Professor Samina Yasmeen AM
Director of the Centre for Muslim States and Societies, University of Western Australia
Narratives of Jihad: Women of Jamaat ud Dawah

As part of the contemporary focus on foreign fighters leaving 
for Iraq and Syria, especially the young women who have 
opted to participate alongside Daesh on the basis of what 
they refer to as jihad al Nikah, the discussion of militancy has 
come to encompass woman’s agency in the processes of 
jihad. Though focused on active participation in combat lo-
cales, this shift in the analysis of jihadi agents fails to address 
the broader issue of diverse spaces in which women have 
previously participated in jihadi projects. This paper aims to 
add to the emerging body of literature by discussing the nar-
ratives of jihad as popularised among women affiliated with 
Lashker-e-Toiba and Jamaat ud Dawah since the early 1990s. 
Through references to their publications on womanhood and 
jihad during these decades, the paper argues that women’s 
agency in jihad needs to be understood both in terms of 
their participation in combat situations, but also as support-
ers of jihad within the family sphere and as agents of change 
through re-creative narratives in the public space. This 
participation and agency, however, is not static and evolves in 
different directions, with new issues being added to the jihad 
project as and when national, regional and global develop-
ments dictate.

Professor Samina Yasmeen AM is Director of the 
Centre for Muslim States and Societies, and lectures 
in Political Science and International Relations at 
the University of Western Australia, Perth. She is a 
specialist in political and strategic developments 
in South Asia especially Pakistan, the role of Islam 
in world politics, and citizenship among Australian 
immigrant women. Her current research focuses 
on the role of Islamic militant groups in Pakistan’s 
foreign policy. Professor Yasmeen was a member of 
the National Consultative Committee of International 
Security Issues (2005–2008); a member of the 
Australian Multicultural Advisory Council (2009–
2011); and a member of the Council for Immigration 
Services and Status Resolution (2009–2011). She is 
currently a member of the Australian Multicultural 
Council and the National Australia Day Council. She 
also serves as a member of the National Consultative 
Committee of the National Centre of Excellence for 
Islamic Studies, University of Melbourne, a Vice-
President of the Australian Institute for International 
Affairs (WA Branch), and a member of the Red Cross 
WA International Humanitarian Law Committee. 
Samina Yasmeen is the recipient of the 2011 WA 
Citizenship Sir Ronald Wilson Leadership Award, 
and was inducted into the WA Women’s Hall of 
Fame on 8 March 2012. She was elected a Fellow 
of the Australian Institute of International Affairs 
in November 2012. She was appointed to the ASPI 
Council in April 2009.
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Professor Amin Saikal AM
Director, Arab and Islamic Study Centre, Australian National University
Afghanistan and Pakistan: A Troubled Relationship

Afghanistan and Pakistan share so many cultural, social, 
economic and security imperatives that some scholars have 
looked at them in an ‘Af-Pak’ paradigm. Yet relations between 
the two countries have often been marked by disputes, 
distrust and at times cross-border skirmishes ever since the 
foundation of Pakistan nearly seven decades ago. The two 
states form the core components of a zone that has become 
a major source of concern and tension in world politics. Al-
though lately both Kabul and Islamabad have made a special 
effort to reach out to one another, which has resulted in a 
reduction in tensions between them, the fundamental issues 
underpinning their historical differences remain unresolved.

This paper has three objectives. The first is to provide a brief 
historical background to the problems besetting Afghan–Pa-
kistan relations. The second is to discuss the major issues un-
derpinning the two sides’ differences. The third is to examine 
the prospects for improvement in their relations in the light 
of both countries’ confrontations with violent anti-systemic 
forces. Might this variable be sufficient to prompt Kabul and 
Islamabad to cooperate effectively in pursuit of common 
regional security and economic interests?

Amin Saikal AM, FASSA is Distinguished Professor of 
Political Science, Public Policy Fellow, and Director 
of the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies (Middle 
East and Central Asia) at the Australian National 
University. He has been a Rockefeller Foundation 
Fellow in International Relations, and Visiting Fellow 
to Princeton University, Cambridge University, 
the Institute of Development Studies, University 
of Sussex, and Distinguished Visiting Professor to 
Indiana University. He is an awardee of the Order 
of Australia (AM) ‘for service to the international 
community and education through the development 
of the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies, and as 
an author and adviser’, and is an elected Fellow 
of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia. His 
latest books include: Zone of Crisis: Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Iran and Iraq (London: I.B. Tauris, 2014); 
Modern Afghanistan: A History of Struggle and 
Survival (London: I.B. Tauris, 2012); The Rise and Fall 
of the Shah: Iran from Autocracy to Religious Rule 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009); Islam 
and the West: Conflict or Cooperation? (London: 
Palgrave/Macmillan, 2003); American Democracy 
Promotion in the Changing Middle East: From Bush to 
Obama (London: Routledge, 2013); and Democracy 
and Reform in the Middle East and Asia: Social 
Protest and Authoritarian Rule after the Arab Spring 
(London: I.B. Tauris, 2014). He has also published 
widely in major national and international dailies. 
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Dr Christophe Jaffrelot
Senior Research Fellow at Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches Internationales at Sciences Po (Paris), and 
research director at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Professor of Indian Politics and 
Sociology at the King’s India Institute (London) and Global Scholar at Princeton University.
US–Pakistan Relations under Obama: Resilience of Clientelism?

Historically, US–Pakistan relations have largely followed 
a patron–client pattern. The American patron needed a 
regional broker to contain communism, to play the mid-
dleman vis-à-vis China and to offer support in the post-9/11 
‘global war on terror’. The client needed arms and money to 
resist India, the neighbour that continues to over-determine 
its foreign policy, and to satisfy its military – a state within 
the state craving for a comfortable life and sophisticated 
weaponry. This relationship was not based on any other ideo-
logical, societal or economic affinity, thereby contributing 
to make it somewhat shallow and unstable. So long as both 
countries had a common enemy – USSR – or tried to have 
a common friend – China – and did not look at India in too 
dissimilar ways, their relationship was supported by at least 
some common ground. But these common denominators 
have vanished one after another. First, the fact that India has 
become closer to the US has indisposed the client. Secondly, 
China, Pakistan’s ‘all-weather friend’, has been perceived as a 
threat to an increasing number of Americans. Third, after the 
trauma of 9/11, the image of Pakistan has been badly affected 
not only by a rising, popular Islamophobia, but by the close 
relations that some Pakistani elements have cultivated with 
militant Islamists. 

In this context, the Obama administration and (even more 
clearly) senators including John Kerry have tried to shift the 
emphasis from a security-centred approach to a more civil 
society-oriented one. But this has been handicapped by the 
limited power of Pakistan’s civilian rulers and the contradic-
tions of its own agenda (in which long-term development 
objectives are undermined by short-term security-centred 
goals), which has led the Obama administration – possibly 
under some pressure from the Pentagon – to recognise the 
Pakistani military as its main interlocutors. Once again, the 
military-based patron–client pattern prevailed, the Pakistani 
army being the United States’ true partner, just as it was 
before. 

Dr Christophe Jaffrelot is a Senior Research 
Fellow at CERI (Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches 
Internationales) at Sciences Po (Paris), and research 
director at the CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique). He is also Professor of Indian Politics 
and Sociology at the King’s India Institute (London), 
Global Scholar at Princeton University and Non-
Resident Scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for 
Peace and International Development. 

Among his publications, all originally by Hurst in 
London and Columbia University Press in New York, 
are: Dr Ambedkar and Untouchability: Analysing 
and Fighting Caste (2005); India’s Silent Revolution: 
The Rise of the Lower Castes in North India (2003); 
The Hindu Nationalist Movement and Indian Politics, 
1925 to 1990s (1999). He has also co-edited with 
Laurent Gayer Muslims in Indian Cities: Trajectories 
of Marginalization (HarperCollins, 2012) and The 
Pakistan Paradox: Instability and Resilience (Hurst, 
2015). 

Dr Jaffrelot’s research interests include theories of 
nationalism and democracy, mobilisation of the 
lower castes and the untouchables in India, the 
Hindu nationalist movement and ethnic conflicts in 
Pakistan. He has received the CNRS bronze medal 
(1992); the Prix Brienne (French Ministry of Defence) 
for Le syndrome pakistanais (2014); the Prix de 
l’Académie des Sciences Morales et Politiques for 
Le syndrome pakistanais (2014); and the Ramnath 
Goenka Award for Excellence in Journalism (2011) in 
the Commentary and Interpretative Writing category.



Pakistan Summit 6 July 2015. DEBATING PAKISTAN’S ECONOMY, STATE, SOCIETY AND CULTURE 20

Associate Professor Tahmina Rashid
Associate Professor International Studies, University of Canberra
Social Media, Sexual Harassment and the Politics of Class and Gender: A 
Case Study of a Sexual Harassment Case at LUMS in Pakistan

Social media is increasingly used by youth across the globe 
to engage in various discussions, replacing traditional forms 
of activism. Youth in Pakistan are using social media to 
engage with socio-cultural and political issues. Despite the 
argument that currently this space is dominated by urban-
based youth and is somewhat elitist as only the urban middle 
class has access to such venues, one cannot refute that it 
has enabled youth to participate in conversations considered 
taboo and also to enter into the ‘adult domain’, hence giving 
them a voice.

The paper analyses a recent sexual harassment incident in 
a private university in Pakistan that generated social media 
engagement by the supporters of both parties via dedicated 
blogs and Facebook pages. The paper critically engages with 
the claims that modem media will remove inequalities, flat-
ten hierarchies, encourage free exchange of ideas and result 
in new interpretations. Cyberspace may reproduce views held 
in real life and, instead of becoming a contested space, may 
reinforcing the existing hierarchies, hence neither change nor 
empower disenfranchised communities.

This paper analyses the issues of sexual harassment from a 
class and gender perspective through various social media. It 
argues that such media has the potential to reduce existing 
gender and class hierarchies and can be a development tool 
that can unleash the potential of youth to eradicate class and 
gender inequalities and to challenge traditional patriarchal 
views.

Dr Tahmina Rashid is an Associate Professor of 
International Studies, Faculty of Arts and Design, 
University of Canberra, Australia. She received her 
PhD and MA from the University of Melbourne, 
Australia; and a Master’s degree in Political Science 
from the University of the Punjab, Pakistan. She 
has previously served as Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs at the College of Arts and Sciences, 
Qatar University; Program Director International 
Development, RMIT University, Australia; and as 
Assistant Professor, Political Science in Pakistan. 
She was a Fulbright scholar in 1996 and was also 
awarded an ‘Asia Fellow Award’, Ford Foundation 
in 2004–05 to work in urban slums in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 

Her previous work includes ‘Contested 
Representations: Punjabi Women in Feminist Debates 
in Pakistan’ and ‘International Development: 
Linking Academia with Development Aid and 
Effectiveness’. She is a development consultant and 
field researcher with a keen interest in South Asia. 
Her academic interests include feminist movements 
in South Asia; radical Islamic movements; urban/
rural poverty; migration and identity; sustainable 
development and human rights; micro-credit and 
women’s empowerment; conflict and post-conflict 
humanitarian assistance; religious extremism; and 
the politics of migration, identity and citizenship.
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Mr (Brig) Naeem Salik
Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Centre for International Strategic Studies, University of Western Australia
Pakistan’s Strategic Culture

The concept of strategic culture has attracted attention in 
recent decades as an explanatory factor for various countries’ 
foreign and strategic policies. Originating as a Soviet-centric 
concept, it is rooted in ‘geo-political’, ‘historical’, ‘economic’ 
and other distinctive processes. The sum total of these ideas 
assist with analysing and predicting future directions as well 
as prescribing possible foreign policy responses to decisions 
of other states in the international system. The paper will add 
to the literature on Pakistan’s strategic culture and explore 
alternative understandings and reflections of how this culture 
shapes Pakistan’s choices and responses to global and re-
gional geo-political shifts.

Brigadier (Retired) Naeem Ahmad Salik is currently 
a Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Centre for 
International Strategic Studies (CISS), Islamabad. 
He has recently completed his PhD at the Centre 
for Muslim States and Societies/Pol Science and IR 
Department at the University of Western Australia. 
Between February 2009 and March 2011 he taught 
Masters and MPhil courses at the Department of 
Strategic and Nuclear Studies at the National Defence 
University, Islamabad. He has been a visiting scholar 
at the School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University. Prior to this he 
was a Guest Scholar at the Brookings Institution, 
Washington, DC from January 2006 to March 2007. 
He was also a Visiting Scholar at Stanford University 
from May to July 2004 and at the Stimson Center 
from March to May 1995. 

In a military career spanning 33 years, he gained 
experience of a variety of military assignments 
ranging from command, staff, instructional and 
research-related pursuits. He was instrumental 
in conceiving and laying the foundations of 
Pakistan’s Nuclear Command and Control system 
in the aftermath of the May 1998 nuclear tests. 
Subsequently he served as Director Arms Control 
and Disarmament Affairs at the Strategic Plans 
Division until his retirement in October 2005. He 
has also been part of official Pakistani delegations 
in bilateral consultations on strategic, security and 
non-proliferation issues with the US, UK, France and 
Russia and was part of the Pakistani delegation at 
the Expert Level Talks on Nuclear and Conventional 
CBMs between India and Pakistan.

Brigadier Naeem Salik is a qualified interpreter in 
Arabic language and taught Arabic language for 
two years at the Pakistan Army’s Command and 
Staff College at Quetta. His book Genesis of South 
Asian Nuclear Deterrence: Pakistan’s Perspective 
was published by Oxford University Press in October 
2009. He has published over 30 research articles in 
reputed national and international publications. 
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Mr Adeem Suhail
Doctoral candidate, Department of Anthropology, Emory University, Atlanta, USA
Flailing Nations, Failing States: Reflections on the Crisis of the State-
Idea from Atop a Dung Pile in Lyari Town, Pakistan

The fiction of ‘the nation’ has long been the subject of aca-
demic scrutiny and critique. The myth of ‘the state’, how-
ever, endures as a naturalised category in much academic 
parlance. This is true despite the existence of a growing body 
of scholarship that challenges essentialised views of ‘the 
state’, and that focuses instead on processes of ‘state forma-
tion’. Academic discussions of state formation, however, are 
not of one piece. Drawing on ethnographic research con-
ducted in the Lyari township of Karachi, Pakistan this paper 
seeks to disaggregate conventional notions about the idea 
of the state as a unitary entity, which are ubiquitous within 
the literature specifically dealing with the functions of the 
state in Pakistan. It makes three claims. Firstly, it argues that 
the idea of the state is an affective construct representing 
a crisis of historically and culturally specific social rela-
tions. Secondly, the anthropological category of ‘violence’ is 
epiphenomenal to the unfolding of crisis in all its spectral, 
spectacular and structural forms. Finally, what makes it so 
difficult not even but especially for scholars to look past the 
mirage of the reified state is precisely because it is so easy 
for them to unmask the ideological, fantastic, ritualistic and 
magical concepts that hyphenate themselves to the state 
(nation, ethnicity, welfare, development, morality, etc.). In that 
moment when all that is solid melts into air, the state-idea 
recapitulates itself as a theological concept offering stability 
to the ethnographer.

 

Adeem Suhail is currently a doctoral candidate in the 
Department of Anthropology at Emory University. 
His research interests lie at the intersection of state 
theory, urbanology and the anthropology of violence. 
His current research – based at the field site of Lyari 
Town in Karachi, Pakistan – explores emergent forms 
of urban violence in Lyari and their roots in processes 
of state formation.
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Mr Nishank Motwani
PhD candidate, UNSW, Canberra
Pakistan’s Quest for Strategic Depth: Motivations and Consequences

The notion of ‘strategic depth’ in relation to Pakistan’s 
engagement with Afghanistan has been divisive. Despite its 
frequent invocation, the idea of strategic depth is contentious 
both within and outside of Pakistan. Critics point to strategic 
depth as a ghost from the past and stress its irrelevance 
in Pakistan’s relations with Afghanistan and India. Support-
ers cite the concept’s adaptability and utilise it as an entry 
point into much broader issues relating to Pakistan’s security 
along its western frontier, India–Pakistan ties (particularly 
Kashmir), and access to trade, commerce and energy routes 
into Central Asia. In order to appreciate what strategic depth 
really means and whether it serves any purpose, this paper 
identifies and unpacks the interplay of its structural, con-
textual and cognitive characteristics in the context of the 
Afghan endgame. Following this approach will help us arrive 
at a more nuanced understanding of strategic depth and its 
potential implications for the region’s security and stability. 

Nishank Motwani is a doctoral candidate at the 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University 
of New South Wales (UNSW Canberra). His doctoral 
research investigates the regional dynamics of 
the conflict in Afghanistan and how they impact 
on regional cooperation. His research interests lie, 
in particular, with the challenges that actors in 
protracted conflicts face as they attempt to reorient 
relations in the midst of entrenched practices and 
antagonistic mindsets with a focus on South-West 
Asia. He holds dual Masters degrees in Diplomatic 
Studies (Distinction) and Strategic Affairs (Merit) 
from the Australian National University (ANU). He is 
currently working as a research assistant at UNSW 
Canberra and has previously worked in the same 
capacity at the ARC Centre of Excellence in Policing 
and Security and the School of Culture, History and 
Language (ANU). He has published in the Australian 
Journal of International Affairs, Strategic Analysis 
and Foreign Policy (online) and is a co-editor and 
contributor of a forthcoming edited volume by 
Brookings Press on Afghanistan’s Transitions.
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Mr Adeel Hashmi 
Writer, director and performer
The Role of Pakistan’s Youth in Shaping the Political Agenda

Pakistan is one the biggest youth ‘bulge’ countries in the 
world, and 40 per cent of Pakistan’s population is between 
10 and 29 years of age. It is therefore imperative that gov-
ernment policies focus on empowering this huge resource. 
Education and employment need to be the government’s 
topmost priority for youth. The government claims that it 
is; however, the ground reality is quite different. Pakistan’s 
literacy rate is barely 60 per cent. Inflation runs high. There 
is an energy shortage (electricity and natural gas). Hence for 
young graduates employment opportunities are few. 

The two political parties – who have been in and out of gov-
ernment for the last four decades, one after the other – have 
always used popular slogans focusing on economic devel-
opment, energy, employment, and not least religion. The Isla-
micity Index suggests governments are promising one thing, 
and delivering the opposite. The index looks at four variables 
(economics, governance, human political rights, and inter-
national relations) that should be prevalent in a society and 
ranks countries accordingly. Pakistan is ranked as low as 145 
(out of a possible 208). 

In recent times Pakistan’s politics have turned a corner. For 
the first time in Pakistan’s history, a third political force has 
emerged, predominantly supported by the youth of Pakistan. 
With the advent of social media (and youth being the main 
force behind it), Pakistani youth now have a (political) voice. 
We have a youth parliament (formed in 2005). We have 
youth wings in political parties (comprised mainly of students 
in colleges and universities). For the first time, mainstream 
political parties are nominating youth as their election can-
didates (in as many as 35% of the total seats). Additionally, 
we have young stars (famous singers, actors) who are visibly 
politicised. 

The paper explores the political direction that Pakistani youth 
has taken and how they have taken up political initiatives to 
ensure their voices are heard in the corridors of power. 

A Masters in filmmaking from San Francisco, USA, 
Adeel Hashmi is a writer, director and a performer. He 
is a household name in Pakistan and has appeared 
in countless television productions and ads. He is the 
winner of many awards and is one the most popular 
and loved faces of today’s generation. He is a youth 
activist and a documentary filmmaker. His work in 
the development and social sectors is commendable. 
He has been instrumental in designing campaigns for 
internationally renowned educational and charity 
organisations in Pakistan. His work has helped raise 
funds to the tunes of millions. He is also a goodwill 
ambassador for several noble initiatives in Pakistan 
including the Children’s Literature Festival and the 
Environment Protection Fund.

He is a member of a 12-person marketing team 
for one of Pakistan’s largest political parties. He 
designed, produced and directed the party’s election 
campaign on national television during the May 2013 
general elections. The ad campaign also won the 
national award for the ‘Best Political Campaign’ in 
2013. The party gained 15 per cent of the vote due to 
the political campaigning on television. He is a well-
known performer of poetry and prose recitals. His 
audiobook based on the works of Allama Iqbal was 
released last year. He lives in Lahore, Pakistan and 
is also the grandson of the famous poet Faiz Ahmed 
Faiz.
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Ms Aisha Masood Malik 
Poet, columnist, journalist and writer
Women Writers’ Journeys

Even though women have been narrating stories since time 
immemorial, their place in literature has been secondary 
to that occupied by men. Urdu literature has followed this 
trend as well. In Pakistan prior to independence a few women 
had made their mark in Urdu literature. But since then the 
number of these women has gradually increased and women 
have expressed their ideas on a range of issues. This paper 
provides a discussion of the trajectory taken by female writ-
ers in Pakistani Urdu literature, the issues dealt with and the 
conclusions they have arrived at. The gendered perspective 
on literature in Pakistan aims to add to the available informa-
tion on women’s agency as writers, particularly in a Muslim 
society such as Pakistan. 

Aisha Masood Malik is a poet, columnist, journalist 
and a writer. She is responsible for the literary 
page of a major Urdu daily Nawa-e-Waqt (Lahre). 
She is concurrently serving as the Head of Quality 
Department (News and Productions) at IBEX. She has 
published numerous collections of her poetry and 
has also written extensively on Pakistan’s politics. 
Her most recent publications in Urdu include Kashmir 
2014, and Jab Tak Mein Zinda Hoon (For as Long as I 
am Alive), which chronicles the life history of Majeed 
Nizami, a major figure in Pakistan’s political and 
media history. She has regularly participated in Urdu 
poetry recitals around the world, and has written 
articles on the contributions of female writers in 
Pakistan.

Nazia Ejaz  
The City 

2013 
120 x 90 cm 
Oil on linen
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Nazia Ejaz  
Jaali 3 

2015 
100 x 100 cm 

Archival print on paper

About the artist:
Nazia Ejaz was born in Lahore, Pakistan. She attended the National College of Art 
in Lahore before going to London for her Masters in Fine Art from the Slade School 
of Art, University College of London. She has worked as a printmaker, painter, and 
teacher in the UK and Pakistan. Nazia now lives in Adelaide, South Australia.

NAZIA EJAZ
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ART EXHIBITION:  
JAALI / SCREEN BY NAZIA EJAZ
This exhibition is being held in the Kerry Packer Civic Gallery at the University of South Australia’s City West 
campus, Hawke Building, 55 North Tce from 3 to 17 July 2015. 

This exhibition of paintings, sculpture and installation by the emerging artist, Nazia Ejaz, is an exploration of space 
and the duality of being either within or without, here and there, both connected and separate. 

Jaali is a perforated stone or lattice screen or web like structure that is a feature of Indo-Islamic architecture. 
These screens are used for separation, for demarcating a space, to form boundaries, to shroud and reveal, 
depending on the perspective of the viewer. 

The artist uses this reference to engage the politics of representation and of participation and exclusion.

Artist Statement
‘To be outside something is always to be inside something else.  To be outside 
(something) is to afford oneself the possibility of a perspective to look upon this 
inside.’  (Elizabeth Grosz, 2001)

I am deeply interested in the binaries that act as filters and permeate multiple levels of 
our social perceptions and interactions.  
I am influenced by a complex system of an unconsciously acquired bias, manipulated by 
historical, cultural and ethnic affiliations, economics and media. In a desire to belong to a 
group we tend to distance ourselves from the ‘other’ while our response to that which is 
different defines who we are.
In Urdu, the word Jaali has a dual meaning. While it literally means ‘fine web’, it also 
implies something that is ‘counterfeit’ or ‘fake’.  
The interconnected and symmetrical structure of the screen creates awareness 
of a space beyond the gaze but obstructs it at the same time. The interplay 
of darkness and light de-centres conventional forms of seeing, looking 
and representing.
My work attempts to explore these points of separation. 

. Nazia Ejaz, Walk with me, 2013
 150 x 50 cm 

Synthetic polymer paint on linen

Nazia Ejaz, Detail of Scripture, 2015 
Oil on canvas

⊳

⊳
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