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WELCOME
Professor Pal Ahluwalia, Pro Vice Chancellor: Division of Education, Arts and 
Social Sciences and Professor Clayton MacKenzie, Head of School, welcome 
readers to the first edition of the School of Communication, International 
Studies and Languages newsletter.

We hope you enjoy reading the article by one of our Journalism students, 
Christopher Testa, and the profile piece featuring Brenton Shaw, a current 
Media Arts student. We also showcase our world-class academics in this 
edition as we introduce Dr Josh McCarthy, Lecturer in Media Arts and 
Associate Professor Angela Scarino, as the Director of the Research Centre for 
Languages and Cultures.

Our endeavour is to provide information to subject teachers that will assist 
students across all South Australian high schools in making important 
decisions about their future career aspirations and goals. This newsletter 
conveys information about our available programs, career outcomes from 
these programs, research projects, student experiences, events and facilities.

Please do not hesitate to contact the School of Communication, International Studies and Languages 
using the contact details provided if you need any further information in relation to our newsletter. Our 
current programs can be viewed at unisa.edu.au/cil. 
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If you dream of becoming 
a journalist, cast away 
any ideas of what the 
profession used to be like; 
a new age of journalism 
has arrived and it is more 
fast paced, challenging 
and fun than ever before.

An aspiring journalist may 
arrive at university with an ambition of one day 
conducting an interview with the Prime Minister 
and will leave with the purpose of changing the 
world and equipped with the skills to do so.

The next generation of journalists will be required 
to possess an array of skills more varied than any of 
their predecessors.

The first year journalism student is advised that 
versatility is everything; they must be able to 
photograph, edit design layouts and work with 
web pages in addition to simply writing a story.
Despite the media industry enduring turbulent 
economic times, the lure of a thrilling journalism 
career continues to attract talented young minds.

The University of South Australia offers the state’s 
only journalism degree and provides an ideal 
pathway for students to break into the industry.

Celeste Villani is in the final year of a Journalism 
degree at the University of South Australia and 
says the most beneficial aspect of her time spent 
at university has been the opportunity to diversify 
her skill set.

“There hasn’t been one key journalistic skill that 
has helped me develop but rather an array I have 
acquired throughout my studies.” 

Celeste’s goal is to work in broadcast media and is 
already well on her way, having started working at 
Network Ten while still at university.

“As I strive to be a TV journalist, camera 
presentation and voice training through university 
courses have been incredibly beneficial,” Celeste 
said.

“In 2012, I undertook work experience at the 
Channel Ten Adelaide newsroom and was offered 
a job about one month later.

THE NEW AGE OF JOURNALISM
By Christopher Testa, fourth year Journalism student



EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES WITH UNISA

The School of Communication, International Studies and Languages offers a specialised range of communication programs in South Australia 
including a unique focus on languages and international studies.

Our programs include: 

From here, I have worked in production and have had stories 
broadcasted which is more than I could ever ask for at this stage of 
my career,” Celeste said.

As technology continues to develop and new media changes 
the way we consume and produce media content, this will only 
become more important to the next generation of reporters.

But while new technology means there is a lot more for young 
journalists to learn, it is advantageous too; 
the information revolution has made data and 
knowledge more widely accessible than ever 
before.

A news cycle, which once centred upon the 
morning paper and the evening news bulletin, has evolved into a 
perpetual 24-hour demand for new images and new stories. 

Challenges are what drive journalists to succeed and while the 
industry may have dramatically changed, the fundamentals 
never will; the search for a story, the hunt for a source and the 
uncovering of the truth.

The rise of social media, which continues to embed itself in our 

lives, only adds to the continual desire  for news and the speed at 
which information spreads across the globe.

University of South Australia journalism graduate, Lisa Burns, 
believes the social media revolution presents journalists with a 
great challenge.

“You need to be able to use social media and adapt to new 
technology because that is, after all, what our audience uses, and 

how the various news media these days choose to 
deliver their product to that audience,” Lisa said.

As media organisations are taking cost-cutting 
measures to ensure their own viability and 
experienced veterans exit the industry, spaces are 

opening up for journalism graduates.

Australia’s next generation of reporters will do well to remember 
just what journalism is all about, informing the public, accurately 
and fairly, on what they need to know.

By committing to do so and actively working to develop their skills 
and understanding of the world, the new age of journalism will 
undoubtedly be promising.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GLOBALIST

Along with the Universities of Yale and Oxford, the University of South Australia is part of the 
prestigious Global21, a network of student-run international affairs magazines that create a 
global forum for the discussion of international ideas. As a member of the Global21 network, the 
South Australia Globalist also hopes to promote its writing to an international audience and gain 
exposure on the global stage. The SA Globalist offers a wealth of international affairs resources, 
opinions and features, with exclusive video interviews and event recordings.

Under the leadership of Editor-in-Chief Amy Phillips, a UniSA Journalism and International 
Studies graduate, the South Australian Globalist provides UniSA students with an opportunity to 
showcase the best in student ideas, writing and analysis on international affairs. As part of the 
Global21 network, it also strives to create an international network for students who are inclined 
to assume leadership roles in business, media, the not-for-profit sector and the government. The 
South Australian Globalist’s audience encompasses students, academics, analysts, civil society, 
opinion-makers and the foreign policy community.

The South Australian Globalist inspires discussion about international affairs between students 
and the greater community. The magazine seeks to give readers thought-provoking and 
sometimes confronting articles to foster a greater understanding and appreciation of issues that 
will affect future generations. 

To find out more please email the Editor at editor.saglobalist@gmail.com

“The University of South 

Australia offers the state’s 

only journalism degree...”
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STUDENT  PROFILE
Brenton Shaw - current student of Media Arts

After working in the industry for quite sometime and with an already impressive body of work, Brenton 
Shaw decided to enrol in the Media Arts program to expand his musical and dramatic skills.

“This degree has helped me produce better work and take it beyond just a passion to create art. I have 
been able to participate in short film, poetry, script writing, French and children’s literature as part of 
my studies. For me, music and drama is a way of life, it’s part of who I am. How lucky am I to be able to 
pursue this as my career too?

I also loved how within my Major (music media) and Minor (drama) I was able to look at areas which are 
not often explored, let alone recognised, at other institutions; like world music and progressive rock, 
world puppetry and performance (Australian and European).

Through the training and guidance from UniSA’s highly qualified and experienced lecturers, Brenton has 
secured the lead role in UniSA’s production of Baal by Bertolt Brecht; along with musical director of the 
Australian Premiere of Peter Pan, a Musical Adventure; 2012 Adelaide Fringe two-hander cabaret show 
Everybody Does Love Songs and a one-man show Don’t Ask Me, I’m New to This. There is no doubt Brenton’s name will be in bright lights 
in the near future.

For more information on the Media Arts program visit unisa.edu.au/study/communication

UNISA’S NEW SOUND STUDIO
Our new Sound Studio, located within the School of 
Communication, International Studies and Languages, offers 
Media Arts and Music specialisation students the opportunity 
to gain hands-on experience with world-class sound 
technology.

Modelled on the famous Abbey Road Studios, the Sound 
Studio space incorporates an Isolation Room, Live Room and 
Control Room into a multi-use space suitable for specialist 
music, multimedia and film post-production. 

The Studio is equipped with ‘ProTools’, a professional audio 
mastering software, and is capable of recording live music, 
multi-tracking, digital audio mastering, and recording voice 
overs, dialogue and foley tracks for film productions. 

With custom-built acoustic panelling, maximum sound quality 
is achieved, allowing for a truly inspirational, world-class 
learning environment.

WHO’S WHO IN MEDIA ARTS?

STAFF PROFILE
Dr Josh McCarthy - Lecturer in Media Arts

Dr Josh McCarthy is a lecturer in design and animation and has a background in digital media 
through his role as director of Electricityscape, an Adelaide-based company delivering digital solutions 
to local and international clients. In 2010 Josh won an Australian Learning and Teaching Council 
(ALTC) Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning. His research, which has led to 
20 publications, focuses on emerging technologies in learning and teaching, and animation within 
education. He has also held five solo art exhibitions, exploring light, colour and abstract expressionism 
in photography. 

Josh has refocused the animation major within the Bachelor of Media Arts program, allowing students 
to explore narrative-driven animation within traditional, experimental, 2D and 3D mediums. Individual 
courses take students through all of the stages within a professional animation pipeline. Students 
establish skills within a variety of industry standard software packages, including Maya, Photoshop, 
Nuke and Houdini, while also developing their understanding of animation and design techniques, 
principles and theory. Within the program there is a strong focus on professional engagement, with 
key national industry guest speakers contributing regularly to the curriculum. Within the animation 
major, Josh’s aim is to provide a strong learning platform that will help students establish themselves as 
future leaders in this exciting industry.

 > Media Arts
 > Public Relations
 > Writing and Creative Communication
 > Double degree options



CRICOS provider number 00121B
Information correct at time of printing, September 2013

CONNECTING RESEARCH WITH SCHOOLS
Q&A with Angela Scarino, Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics and Director of the Research 
Centre for Languages and Cultures.

What are the benefits of learning a second language?
The real benefits of learning a language are that students gain an additional language through 
which to communicate thereby expanding their networks of communication and their access to ideas 
and knowledge developed and available in different languages. In doing so students also develop 
intercultural sensitivity. They also gain insight into diverse ways of looking at the world and a lens 
through which to re-examine their own ways.    

What skills do students gain by learning another language?
Skills include (but are not limited to): enhanced communication and literacy skills (spoken and 
written) within and across languages and cultures, interpreting, translating, negotiating and 
mediating. 

How does the Research Centre for Languages and Culture support this learning in schools?
Presently the Centre is working in partnership with the Department for Education and Child Development to conduct innovative trials which 
look at effective ways to boost the learning of languages other than English in schools. The project is: Maximising intensivity and continuity 
in learning languages – developing, implementing and evaluating models of provision.

The Former Minister for Education and Child Development, Grace Portolesi recognised that learning a language gives our students important 
skills for future work and study, while having a positive impact on cognitive and literacy skills of young people.

Angela Scarino stated that “we want all our students to experience the benefits of studying a second language and that is why we are 
committed to developing an approach that is evidence based to ensure this continues to be an option in schools.”

For more information on the Research Centre for Languages and Cultures visit unisa.edu.au/rclc

IN FOCUS: LANGUAGES AND INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION
The Bachelor of Arts (Languages and Intercultural Communication) is the only language program in Australia to combine language studies, 
linguistics and intercultural communication with a professional specialisation.

The University of South Australia was ranked world-class in Linguistics in 2012 by the Australian Government Excellence in Research 
Evaluation.

Students can tailor their program by selecting specific languages and specialisations allowing for more diverse career options. Students 
learn from top language and linguistic academics who are supported through our state-of-the-art Multimedia Languages facility. Using 
these facilities students can connect in real-time with people around the world.

Languages include:
English (as a second language), French, Italian, Japanese and Chinese.

Specialisations include:
Business, International Business, Global Media and Creative Industries, International Relations, 
Management, Marketing, Tourism and Hospitality.

“I love the fact that I was allowed to design some of my own program. I would not have discovered 
the French language if it wasn’t for UniSA! My experiences in France were very precious to me. I did 
the Language in Country Program and Exchange Program. Being in Australia was already an overseas 
experience, but on top of that I was able to undertake another overseas experience in France. I’m 
not even sure if other institutions can offer such opportunities and give the same support that I 
received at the University of South Australia!” Haneen Adbul Rahim, current student Bachelor of Arts (Languages and 
Intercultural Communication)

To find out more about languages at UniSA visit unisa.edu.au/study/languages

WHAT’S ON
Information Sessions
27 November 2013

Find out about UniSA’s communication, language, international relations and media programs. 

Experience the Magill Campus and take a look at our state-of- the art facilities, including our TV, 
Radio and Sound Studios. Chat with our current students or academics and see what it is like to 
study at UniSA.  

Find out more and visit unisa.edu.au/infosessions


